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Mif DEAR vnttiAii, 

The original motives o( my translating the lif« 
ftnd Moral Lessons of Gellert are detailed in the Pre* 
face I have prefixed ta the book 5 my dedication of it to 
you arises from the tender intQi;|st I take in your welfare> 
whidh Extends far beyond the Imiits of a fleeting life, 
which every moment may terminate* 

That I earnestly wish you all the biasings this life can 
bestow, is certain ; and, as far as human foresight can per- 
ceive, you have every prospect of possessing an ample 
share of them« Enjoy them, my child, with chearfulness 
and gratitude, remembering not to lose sight of the Giver 
in the gift, but ever to feel and to acknowledge, that every 
situation, and every event of our lives, is directed by an 
Almighty and All-gracious Power, who, whether pros- 
perity or adversity be our lot in this life, will, if it be not 
our own fault, make them conducive to our permanent 
felicity in another, which is to last for ever* Be virtuour^ 

a 
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ttfy dear fcoy> in^^el^ms FrirtcipUs ;.^\^ nt^om, ,^ixA 
everlasting happiness shall be your portion. 
" This book^ which I deSicate to you as an offering of 
tender and sincere affection, is calculated to enforce at 
principle t6a often fbfg^tten ettn amongst people appa- 
rently good arid reKgious, viz. That an honourable man> 
a benevolent man, a virtuous man, cannot from these 
qualities derive any hope ctf the favour of God, unless he 
he builds them on the firm basis of religious reverence ta 
the supreme Being, and ob ed i en c e to his laws, whose me- 
rits alone can avail us to salvation, in conjunction with 
our best endeavonrsto obey his precepts ; on which con- 
Anhti he hai prfsmsed us the a^i»Canee of the Holy 
Spirit, to aid our \l?:ed£ne98, and purify our he&rta; . ' 
' 'tob many seem to thmk.religioiuconfined to fr^fient-^ 
iflfg cbureh> repeating prayers in prirate, and re^ng n 
.certain porlioa 6f the stiriptnres daily. These are excels 
lent instruments of ridigion, but noBOore consthnte reli'5 
gioh thanlhe hand or the head coibpletes the man. Efery 
thiiigy wtthbot exception, be it pl^ure, stcidy, buMness, 
the d^wSj duties and civilities of society, all should be 
iSii^eeted by religious principle. You will find this system 
so cleanly and persuasively illustrated in the author I am 
Introducing to your acquaintance, that it would be waste 
df time fiyr me to lessen the force of his ailments by 
Statifig themi in any words of mine^ Read these lessons 
^frequently, my dear child, and study them with the at*- 
tefition they deserve. Let them help to guard your youth 
itk the world you are entered into 5 f<Hr I fears great schoidf 
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is but too exact an epitome of the worlds its errora^ vices^ 
and temptations. Let the afiecting addresses of Gellert 
to his disciples touch your own hearty and receive his 
excellent book firom me as a testimony of my affection* 
At every period^ and in every circumstance of your future 
life^ you may find in this book useful advice and excel- 
lent examples ; and, perhaps, years after she who pre- 
sents it to your attention, can no longer assure you of the 
regard she bears you, you may read with interest and ad- 
vantage the memorial of her earnest wishes for your eter- 
nal welfare. 

To be useful, was my motive for translating Gellert's 
Life and Lessons ; in doing it, my understanding and my 
conscience were gratified. It remains with you to make 
it procure me the delightful gratifications of the heart, 
for mine will glow with tender joy if I can hope this of- 
fering of affection, may help to direct you in the paths oi 
religion, and save you firom the snares of vice. That all 
good may attend you, that you may be a blessing to your 
parents, and to all your family ; that you may discharge 
every duty as it arises in life on Christian principles | 
and, when this life terminates, that you may exchange it; 
lor ^erlasting bliss, is the heartfelt prayer of 

YOU& MOiST TRULT SINCERE FRIEND, 

AND ZN HEART, THOOGH NOT BT BLOOD, 

TOUR ▲FFBCTIONATS GRANDMOTHER^ 

M. DOUGLAS. 
Ednam-House, 1 
Jm, isi, 1805. 3 
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PREFACE. 



Though well aware that my motives for tran- 
jQating and publiihing the Life and Moral Leflbns 
of Profeflbr Gellert can not be any way impor* 
tant or interefting to the public, I cannot refrain 
from faying, that a wifh to employ, in fome ufeful 
manner, the many hours of leifure I derive from 
delicate health, and confequent peculiar habits of 
life, firft led me to this undertaking. Difqualified 
by health and habit for thofe adive domeftic du- 
ties which hold the firft rank in female charadter ; 
unable to exert that perfonal a<9ive benevolence 
in all its various branches, which fo honourably 
diftinguifhes many of my fex ; from weak health 
and choice, pafiing all my morning hours alone, 
and fully impreiTed with a convidion that life is 
not given us to be fpent in occupations merely cal- 
culated to wear away time, without any farther 
aim, . my thoughts naturally turned to confider in 
what way I might find for myfelf fome employ-t 
ment, by which I could hope to make fome of my 
[ hours beneficial to others, and thereby difcharge, 
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I in fome fort, and according to my ability, the duty 
of not dragging on a ufeleis exiftence. With this 
impreffion on my mind I met with the moral lef- 
fons of Profeflbr Gellert, tranflated into French 
fix)m the German. The excellent principles con- 
tatoed iathefe leiTons, wherein it is taught, without 
fevcrity or enthufiafm, that every aftion of Jifc» 
whether fmall or great, muft hare religion for its 
bafis, if we wifh to live the life, and die the deaths 
of Chriftians, induced me (as I found the book was 
Tery little known in England, and I believe never 
tranflated into our language) to think that I could 
not find an employment by which I fhould have 
a fairer profped of doing fomething uieful, than by 
•nabling the £ngliih reader to profit by the excd* 
knt moral leilbns of Gellbrt. 

Bid I attach any vanity to this undertaking, 
(which I fliould fuppofe can never be the cafe with 
a mere tranflator), I might be ftill more im{M:e^d 
than I am with a fenfe of the difadvantages of 
tranllating from a traiiflation« Of the Gernian 
language I am wholly ignorant ; but I fuf^ed that*^ 
the French tranflator has fometimes tendered 
Gixurt's fenfe very imperfeiilly. As niuoh as I 
csould I have endeavoured to obviate this, and tiow 
iend it to the prefi, not with indifference as to ita 
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fuccefs, as I earneftly wifli if may be mucli tc^d^ 
in the hope that thofe who read it, particularly 
young people, may imbibe the excellent principled 
therein contained, and learn from it above all, to 
confider that no anions in life are indifferent to 
beings endeavouring to attain to a blefled eternity ! 

Gell£rt's life I have tranllated partly from 
an account of him prefixed to the French tranila-^ 
tion of his moral leflbns, and partly from a French 
tranflation of it by the late Madame dc la Fit2, 
and placed at the head of a coUedion of hb let- 
ters, tranflated from the German by her, and from 
circumftances, better known in England than his 
moral leflbns, though not fo extenfively as they 
deferve. 

The twoeflays, one on religion, the other on de- 
votion, were alfo tranflated by Madame de la Fitx, 
who inferted them in the coUedion of her tranfla- 
tion of his letters. 

May the book prove ufeful, and my end will be 
anfwered I 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE 



LIFE OF GELLEHT. 



Christian R GELLERTwas bomatHay- 
nidien, in Saxony, in 17 1 5. His venerable Father, 
Chriftian Gellcrt, fecond Minifter in the place, ful- 
filled the duties of his charge, during fifty years^ 
witli exemplary zeal and fidelity, and died Dean at 
thfe age of 75, after having employed his flender re- 
Venue, direded by a prudent economy, in the edu- 
catjion of thirteen children. His wife, whofe maiden 
name was Schutz, was an ufeful companion to him, 
and a moft refpedable mother to his children, on 
whofe young hearts fhe impreffed, with the utmoft 
attention, the principles and-fenthnents of a fincere 
piety, which fhe fucceeded in rendering amiable in 
their eyes, both by the natural influ^ce of maternal 
inftrudion, and by the power of example. Her 
gentlenefs, her benevolence, the afl:ive goodnefs of 
her heart, have confecrated her memory in the 
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place where fhe lived. Her old age wiis free from slii^ 
xiety. She had the comfort of feeing her three eldeft 
fons employed in pofts fuch as might be defired by 
a mother, ever moderate, even in the wifhes (he 
formed for her children. Her death happened foon 
after ihe completed her eightieth year, and ihe 
quitted the world with a calm and contented mind^ 
Frederick, her eldeft fon, was principal Commiffary 
of the t^ofts in Saxony, and furvived only onef 
month, the death of his fecond brother, from the 
grief occafioned by his lofs. The yotmgeft fon of* 
Madame Gellert, Infpe^tor of the Mines at P^reiberg^ 
ftill does ufeful fervice to fas country, by his deep 
and extenfive knowledge in metallurgy. Chriftiaifi 
Furchtegott*, her third fon, had the Iiappihefs of 
finding amongft his friends, a genef otfs man, who 
beftowed on the old age of his mother the benefac-* 
tion originally intended for him ; which fon af- 
forded an example, that thofe born in the bofbm c^ 
a virtuous mediocrity, as frequently contribute ta 
the good of fociety, as thofe who are plentifuny 
endowed with the gifts of fortune ; and thus beCStme 
the reward of his mother*s piety. 

The following extrafts from Gellert's letters, writ- 
ten on his birth-day, feem to deferve a place here ^ 
one, expreffive of his tender affeftion for his mother, 
and defcriptive of her appearance and chamber ; 
• Pear Godr 
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the other, written to Baron Crauffcn, his mother's 
benefactor, announcing her death. 

^^ I am now under two Elms, planted by my 
•* Father, hi the year of my birth,that we might grow 
** together* O ! bow many pure and delightful fen- 
^ timents do I experience, under thefe beneficent 
'^ trees, which feem, this day, to throw a broader 
*^ ihade over me, and embalm me in a fofter fra^ 
<c grance, from its being my birth-day. I falute you, 
«« beloved trees, and ye fmiling bowers, planted 
^ by my own hands ! May the fon of my beft 
*^ friend repofe fome day under your (hade, and 
•* under you, drop the tender tear of recolledion 
>* over the memory of his father and of me ! Ah 
^ Madam, could you fee me at this moment, feated 
** under my contemporaries, under my beloved 
** Elms. Here it was that, ctowned with flowers, 
>* I formerly tafted the joys of childhood, then the 
•* pleafures of youth j and here, it is, that I come, 
^' in riper ytars, to forget the troubles of life, and 
*^ enjoy over again the pleafures of early days. 

*' As a traveller, who, from the fummit of a moun« 
** tain, meafures with his eye, the road' he has tra* 
^* verfed, fo I direft my mind to wander over the en^ 
•* tire fpace of my life, from my thirtieth, to the firft 
«« year of my infancy. Here I recolleft a happy 
** fcene ; there a fcene of melancholy, Her^ I 
.^ recoUed having formed a good defign, and I reft 
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«* on it with plcafure ; there a folly, a felfe ftep, prc^ 
** fents itfelf, there fome other error. O! how quick** 
** ly I withdraw my mind from the recoUcftion. I 
*' reckon myday$ of health and calm enjoyment,and 
*' raife a thankful eye to God. I reckon my days of 
•* fuffering and melancholy, and rejoice that they 
** are ()aflred. By turns I confider myfelf as.a 
*' Student, an Author, a Friend, a Lover, as patro- 
** nized o r ■ ■ h ere is a blank— fortune 

" never permitted me to perform the proud part of 
** a Patron. It is true, I have aiSftcd fome of my 
•* friends to obtain employments, but they deferved 
*' them, and were my fuperiors in capacity ; I can- 
** not, therefore, entirely claim to myfelf the cha- 
^* rafter of Patron. At this moment I fee my mok 
^* ther advancing towards me : but no, fhe fees I ant 
** writing and gently makes her efcape, for fear of 
** interrupting me. Excellent mother ! 1 fhall pre- 
** fently fetch her. I am to give her a dinner to- 
*^ day, and during the repaft, I fliall never be tired 
<< of contemplating her white hair, her venerable 
** countenance, on which is • fo fweetly imprefled 
** piety and calm content. Come^ my tRfitber ! Place 
^^ ^^^(fh the fide (fthy Jm^ who wilt read with de^ 
** light the tender exprejftm of thy looks ^ and cmgratu* 
•* late himfelfon having received his life. from thee. My 
^ fitter was lately reading fomething from my works 
^^ tp my mother. She liftened all the time with a 
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•<fmile/ At length, * that is well exprejfed^ faicl 
*' ihe, * luho can have told him all thefe things ?* 
** It is he him/elf^ however^ who has written that : 
•* in truths I do feel a realpkafure in hearing himpraim 
^^ fed* I hope it is Jincerely that people praife him. 1 
** obferve he fonietimes /peaks of love in his writings ^ and 
** neverthelefs to fee him^ one woiddfuppofe him indiffer-^ 
** ent to all women. It isy however ^ pofjible to love with 
** entire virtue and honour. He was always virtmiu 
** and of a fweet and placid difpofition. Believe me, 
*' Madam, thefe unaflfeaed praifes, given me by 
^* niy mother, flatter me more than I could be flat* 
** tered by thofe of poftierity. How happy am I to 
^^ owe my being to her ! But flie draws near, doubt- 
^* lefs (he has been praying for her fon. If you, my 
** fnend, were now with us, I fliould never througK- 
*' out my life experience a happier day than this.** 

The following is the letter addrefled by Gellerf 
to Mons le Baron de Crauflen, announcing his mo» 
ther's death. 

** As no one deferved more of my mother than 
** you, my generous friend, you are the perfon 1 
** ought, before every other, to inform, that flie has 
**juft terminated her carreer of life. I received 
•* this intelligence fome hours ago, and have hardly 
*• given vent, by my filial tears, to my firfl: emotion 
^ of grief and tendernefs, when my aflK^bed heatt 
^ pours its forrows into your bofom, aiid feeks to 
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** Converfe With you on the only objed which filfs 
^^ it at prefent* On the 23d of this month, my mo« 
f^ ther ceafed to live, and her death, like her life, 
*^ was pious and peacefiiL I was not prefent at this 
^^ affecting fcene ; but I know for certain, that you 
^^ and I were the objeds of her latefl baaiedidions* 
^^ In the name of this blefled departed, I return you 
,*' thanks for the benefadions which have comforted 
f^ and fweetened her old age, and which you have fo 
*^ generoufly beftowed on her during fo many years. 
^^ May God prolong your life to my mother's age 
•*((he died at fourfcore); and grant that your 
^ death may be like hers j for it was with perfed fi> 
** renity and joy, that flie beheld the approaches of 
*^ her laft fleep, and her lad words were ads of 
^^ praife and thankfgivtng. 

^ It always appeared inconceivable tO her, tha^ 
*^ a ftranger ifaould Ihow himfelf fo liberal, and cout 
** tinue to her, for fo long a time, the fame bene- 
** fadion, without her or her fon having done any 
** thing on their parts to deferve it. Will pofterity 
^ be lefs at a lofs to comprehend this, ihould it come 
^ to its knowledge ; that a nobleman, a man of hu 
*^ ters, who inhabited a differient country from mine, 
^ and whofe name was unknown to me, till that mo« 
. ^^ ment, offered me an annual penfion, in the moft 
^^ delicate and generous manner, and that, on my 
.^refulal^ to accept it, he made it over to my mo» 
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^ liiei^, whom fie knew* only by my letters ? Tal- 
•* ways felt a fingulir tendemefs for this beloved 
*^ mother, and thus fliall I^ whilft I live^ love and 
^ ^ honour her benefaftor. But thefe fentiments^ a« . 
** well Jsis thofe of filial love, are duties j thereforcJi 
•* however deep my gtatitude, I (hall ever be your 
*< debtor* Yes, my excellent friend, I feel, that 
** 1 can never acquit myfelf towards you." 
Leipjickj yannaty 25, 1759. 
"^The public fchools in the fmall towns df SaSionf^ 
kre fo eftablifhed, that the firft principles of religion^ 
tod the firft elements of the learned languages, are 
taught at the fame time : inftrudions ever valuable, 
but generally too much confined. The very fmatt 
falaries given to the mailers, hardly fuifice to iet them 
above poverty, and their embarrafied fituations^ 
added to the want of more fitvourable profpeds, are 
obftacles to the exertion of the talents they may pot 
fefs. In one of thefe public fchools^ Gellert received 
his firft inftrudions. It may well be fuppofed, that 
thefe allifted but little in the developement of th6 
diftindive qualities of his heart and underftandm^^ 
He learnt there, according to the ufua! uniform me- 
thod, frequently fo harfh and difagreeable, all that 
was there taught to youth ; and, moreover, he was 
there formed to patience and fubmiffion, qualities fo 
necefilary in the worlds for fiipporting various trotf- 
Wes without murmuring. 
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^ Thfe portion of geniua allotted by nature^ cveA 
to thofe il^hom fhe favours rnoft^ is at firfl but a 
fpark, and we feel, that under the influence of Gd» 
4ert's firit education, this fpark could not emit as 
much fplendour as ihone on the infancy of Pope. He 
always, howeVer, rec6lle&ed with gratitude the in« 
firu£Uons giv^n him by his firit mafter. He often 
mentioned with praife, a young fcholar whom his 
father had chofen to give him private inftrudiqns^ 
and prepare him for the public leffons of the great 
ichools. He took kindly of this young man, his 
haying conftantly requited of him to perform for 
himfelf certain offices, often left to be difcharged 
by fervants, when circumftances permit, and which 
we eafily accuflon^ ourfelves to confider as wants, 
but which Gellert always knew how to do without, 
notwithftanding the habitual weaknefs of his coxh 
ftitution. He ufed to recoiled with pleafure, that, 
at eight years old^ he had oftoi been employed by 
his parents in many little domeftic cares^ which had 
no relation to his ftudies, "at leaft,** lays he, in 
fome fragments of memoirs concermng. his life, 
which were found amongft his papers, " at leaft, at 
that time I learnt a very important fcience, I learnt 
to obey.** With fuch an education, the progrefs of 
the underftanding cannot be very japid, but an 
early habit is attained of being ufefully employed* 
At eleven years old, he was made to copy a multi^ 
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tode of documents, contrafts and judicial ads ; and 
he ufed jokingly to fay, that his native town poffef- 
ed, amongit its contrads and mercantile books, 
more works of his, than he (hould ever compofe for 
Ae public, in the whole coorfe of his life, ** This 
Idnd of occupation," faid he, " taught me to give a 
Jbmewhat of law turn to the ftile of my letters, and 
when I wrote to my father to alk for a coat, it was 
'in the language of a lawyer who defends his rights 
from attack," 

It would be amufing to trace out and follow the 
firft developementsof Gellert's poetical talents. We 
know at leafl, that his father cultivated them, and 
that this refpeSable man, thought much top pro* 
perly to<:onftrain the talents and inclinations of hisi 
children. 

The eldeft brother of Gellert difcovered alfo a 
tafle for poetry^ and boafted in joke of having given 
leflbns in it to his brother. This inftru£tor muA 
have been very young, for his fcholar manifefied hit 
poetical talents in his thirteenth yean 

His firft attempt was a poem on his father's birth- 
jday. 

The habitation of this good man, was an old buildr 
ing, fupported by fourteen or fifteen props, and his 
cbildrenandgrand-childrenamountedto precifely the 
fame number. This (imilarity fumifhed the young 
man with the idea of confidering the children and 

B 
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^rand-children^ is fo n^any prdps of th^ fether^a 
age, and of making f hem each fpeak in their tttms^ 
" This pioem," feid he, " muft have had fdme 
merit, fince many people have knoim it by heart,^ 
and preferred Hj if I am not miftaken, to itiy other 
works." This firft attempt \^2is followed by msmEy 
others f^hehimfelf resetted having cdnfigned themf 
to the flamed ; beciaufe they might have fefved aa 
e^amptes how Ibng natural taDents fnay remain un- 
fruitful, or even be fometimes annihilated^ without 
the kno^eledge of rules and the affifbmce of good 
modek. When the imagination in its fif ft flight, 
takes a falfe dire£Hon, it is very difScuK to bring it 
back to the fenfe of wliat is juft and beautiful. 
Gellert often doubted whether he could have ittain- 
ed to the forming his tafte, without the affiilance of 
a fodety of friends experienced in the art of found 
criticifm, whom he had the happinefs to meet wKh 
at Leipfick, in his fecond journey thithen . He cer- 
tainly judged too modeftly of himfelf, and thought 
that he ought to attribute to his friends a fervfce,' for 
which they were far from thinking him indebted to 
them J his earlieft compofition* difcover many fea- 
tures and beauties peculiar to himfelf, arid Gel- 
lert would have had taft^ independently of his 
friends. It is not, however, the lefs true, that young 
authors, fufficicntly attached to each other recipro- 
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caRy to acamkie tbdr works^ camiot but fiii4 A)ch 
, a mode of criticifm greatly to tbeir advantage. 

Amongft the bfttfijripns deflined to prepare youth 
for the acquifition of ufeful and profound know- 
ledge, none are preferable to the fchools eflabliihed 
by the Princes of Saxony in their territories. They 
are all direded to this end. The hours of inftruc* 
tion^ diole which the ichdars employ in preparing 
jBrefh leflbns, in going over again what they have al- 
ready le^mt, or in exercifing themfelves in making 
eflays in compofition, fucceed one another in the 
wifeft order; the young people have fo little time 
to lofe in idlenefs and Reducing pleafures, that, if the 
mailers iuUil their duties, thefe leminaries mud fur« 
m& the univeriities with fubje^ls perfedly well train- 
ed to itudy. At Meiflen, where one of thefe fchoob 
was iituated, Gdlert might have become acquainted^ 
together with the Greek and Roman languages, with 
thofe lading models of eloquence, of poetry and 
of good tafte, which they have left us, in every 
fpedes of literature ; but a very bad method of ex** 
plaining the antient authors was pradifed at that 
time, both in the fchools and the univerfities of 
Germany. The fcholars were made to tranflate the 
poets and the orators, word for word, as they did 
jhe hiftorians ; and without any pains being taken 
to point out to them what deferved particular at- 
tention. The ftudents coUefted phraies together. 
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into themes which bore the pompous title of imita^ 
tions ; but he could not acquire more than a rery 
imperfefl: knowledge of the beauties to be found in. 
thefe authors, of the charaders by which they arc 
diftinguifhed, and of what deferves to be admired ia 
them, and imitated if poflible. 

Gellert, though he was well aware of the defe£U 
in his education, fpoke always of his inftrudbrs at 
Meiflen with gratitude, and applauded efpecially, 
the pains they had taken to form his heart, and inftiU 
into it good principles* His eye», which habitually 
expreiTed a tender melancholy, were animated even. 
to fparkling, whenever he recoIle£ted having lived* 
at that fchool with Gartner and Rabener, whofe: 
tender and intimate friendfbip contributed fo mud), 
afterwards to the happinefs of his Efe. 

The weaknefs of Gellert's conftitution fometimes 
fhowed itfelf at Meiffen, and from inf^cy his health 
appeared delicate ; though miftaken attentions had 
not accuftomed him to exceffive indulgence, nor 
had he any reproaches to make to himfelf on this 
account. - 

He went to Leipfick in 1 734 and after ftudying^ 
there four years, he was recalled to his home, be- 
caufe the expence of his maintenance at the univer*. 
fity, became too heavy a charge for his father. Gel* 
lert would have much wifhed to continue his aca* 
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d^cal ftudies, but as became a dnti£al fcm, he fub« 
mitted to a neceffity, which has often ftopt hopeful 
genius in its career and prevented its ever attaining 
the gaol. At his return he began to appear in the 
pulpit, but it was with much timidity ; for, being yet 
a ftudent, he had ventured to fpeak in public, and 
his firft attempt had not been fortunate* 

This little particularity in his life, is not imworthy 
of being related here, as he has fpgken of it in his me<- 
moirs^ becaiife it was one of the remote caufes which 
turned him afide from his firft vocation. *^ It was 
at the age of fifteen,** iaid he " and in my native 
town, that I made the firfl efiay of my eloquence^ 
One of the citizens had requefted me. to be god- 
£ither to his child, which child died a few days after* 
I imdertook his funeral fermon, though my father 
agreed rather unwillingly to my fo doing. The 
child was to be buried at noon ; at dght in the 
nibming I began to compofe my difcourfe, which 
was not completed till very late, I lofl what time 
remained in compofing an epitaph, and had but onef 
hopr to fix what I had juft written in my memory. 
However, I boldly entered the church and began my 
difcourfe with much folemnity, and attained nearly 
to the third fentende. Suddenly my ideas beciune 
confufed, and the prefumptuous orator' found himv 
felf in a flate of anxiety, from which it was difficult 
for him to recover. At length I had recourfe to mj 
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psiper^^ mittm in form of a ideed^ on one large 
flieet. I unrolled it flowly before the eyespf piy stu« 
diehce, who were as much (Jift^rb^ ^ myfelf, I 
placed It in niy hat and continued my difcourCe ^^kh 
tolerable boldn^fs. It was fuppofed that g^ef ha4 
deprived me of memory j it was being very iRdulr 
gent ! However, this youthful precipitation cpft ine. 
dear ; it has never been banifhed from my remem* 
brance ; it ha& purfued me every time I mounted 
fte pulpit ; and is the origin of that timidity, of 
which I have never been able wholly to divisft my- 
felf. Ardent youth ! let my example teach thee to 
condud: thyfelf with more prudence. I prefumed 
too much on myfelf, I was punifhed for it, and I 
frequently afterwards deploted my foolilh temeiity : 
Be wifer than I was !" This advice is ufeful in it^ 
felf, and receives additional value from the h^e^t 
whence it proceeded. .Could Gellert have conquer? 
ed his timidity, and had l^is health been better, hia 
lungs ftronger, and his memory more firm, we may 
judge, from fome of hig* youthful attempts, that he 
might have acquired in Cermahy a diftinguiihed 
tank amongft the pulpit orators.. But he was &r^ 
from having this idea of himfelf, ** Poor orator,?* 
exclaimed he, *' I fliould need eight days to learn a 
fermon : why did not I rather copy deeds, or help 
the bell ringer to perform his office ? I fhoold not 
have ruined my health, and if I had not done hohoux 
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to At jyalpit, others would have fulfilled thb vdca. 
uotii with better fuccef§ and more ufefuHy/* Thus 
with a gr^at wifli to pleafe, and much endeavour to 
obtain th6 efteeni of his fellow creatures, he frequents 
ly pufhed Mi modefty fo far as to be unjuft to hia 
taieiits stod advantatges. 

As a facrcd orator he would have been diftinguifli* 
fed by a train of ideas peculiaf to hirtifelf, by the clear* 
iiefs of hh reafonings, by a cham at dnct ingenious 
and iiiatutal, and by an agreeable and eafy elocution. 
Hie wbuM doubtlefs have had that pbpularity,' fo 
much admfred, even by thofe who art ndt aware of 
the (KfBcuIty of attaching a!n audiaice, by rendering 
hraifelf intelligible to the multitude, by defcending to 
their level, arid adopting that ftile, whfich is ufeful to 
th^eni, without becoming either dry or trivial. We 
ihay already fee in his youthful fermons, that eafe and 
tfaofb grates, which charifikerifc the produftions of 
His riper years ; and as to the ftyle, f hefe differ from 
the others nieerly becaufe, in his later works, he 
has been careful to give mbre length to his periods, 
and to tu'rh them more oratorically* To confirm 
tins opinion, we fhall here tranfcribe fome paflages 
from thefe fcrmons': even the ea!rly attempts of 
©ellert are jhterefting. 

At the beginning of a difcourfe oh thefe words 
of Jefus Chrift, " If any one does the will of him 
«.^ that fent me,, he fliall know whether my doctrine 
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« 18 from God J or whether I have fpoken of .toy- . 
** felf/' our young orator defcribes, with animation, ^ 
the levity with which we make our firft fteps in re-, 
ligion. ** We confider it,'* fays he, ** as a thing 
which it can do us no harm to admit, but which be^ . 
yond this, has no influence on the common afiair3 . 
of life. W? do not precifely rejeft all the means 
of falvation; but, at the fame time, we take little; 
trouble to feek them out ; we beliieve in the dodrine 
of Jefus from habit, from imitation, from indolence, 
that we may free ourfelves, as foon as poflible, from a 
work abfolutely neceffary to be performed,fome tinie : 
in our life, in order to be faved hereafter. We deter- 
mine in an inftant to believe in heaven, in hell, in 
eternal life and death, in God aiid in Jefus Chrift ; to 
deKver ourselves at once from the important talk of 
ftudying thefe truths and making our confeifion of 
faith. In one inftant, we become faithfril confeflbrs 
of Chrift, holy defenders of his faith, Apoftles ; and 
even determine to fuffer martyrdom if neceflary^ 
The convcrfion of St Paul, though an example of an 
extraordinary convcrfion, was not fo fudden. He 
required to be enlightened, convinced, ftfengthened: 
all that is not, in thefe days, neceffary. We walk 
towards heaven, as it were, in play j the fpace of a 
moment is fufHcient for oUr convcrfion ; and, at the 
hour of death, we become, in the twinkling of an 
eye, faithful believers. But, let us obferve thefe 
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iflftantineoUs chriftians. Where is thdr faith, when 
it is neceffary to produce it, and that they aire told, 
Jbow me thy faith by thy works? And, after all, what 
is to be expe&ed from them ? It is but in our own 
opinion, and in confequence of the falfe ideas we 
have of chriftianity, that we are good chriftians* 
We take what beft pleafes us in the commands of 
our faviour, fome thcfe, and fomfe thofe* We part 
4iis precepts, as the foldiers parted his garments. 
But^ O ! fools that we are, this fyftem of falyation 
is not to be foimd in the gofpel j it is the work of our 
.t)wn foolifh imaginations ! But how comes it that 
you dread to bear the croft of Chrift ? Why do you 
dread his thorns and refufe to drink his cup ? How 
romes it that you are not gentle, patient, temperate 
and chafte ? We wifli here below to enjoy the plea- 
fures of vice* But do you not klft) afpire to the en- 
joyment of the pleafures of Heaven ? Certainly. , So 
^ you defire to be faved, sind, at the fame time, you will 
dcr what hinders you from obtaining falvation. This 
is a new religion ! Tliat of the heathens was lefs abfurd. 
Is it, then, poffible, that fo many people have an in- 
timate conviftion of chriftianity, even to the facrifi- 
cing their life in fuj^ort of its truth ? Ah ! he be- 
' lieves nothing who refufes to aft in confequence of 
his belief. We are too indolent, too untraftable, to 
accomplifli the laws of Chrift : their yoke would ap- 
pear too heavy to us j and we will live in indepen- 

c 
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dence, as 6ur caprices 6ifc&. Bat^ at length, ^1^ 
muft xi^ do? The gofpei exiils, the divine word in- 
wardly torments thde falfe ChriftianiB. Ilefalyed 
to lire diflferently from what chriftiinity oomniand&y 
either they give themfelves no tronble even to try 
a religious life, and fleep in their fins ; m' they en- 
deavour to deny God and his word ; ccrthey admit 
.a God and Ho religion, which is an abfurcfity ; or, 
.finally, they believe in God, and form a religion tb 
themfelves, which is equally unreafonable and cr{« 
minal. 

^^ Many admit the exigence of a fctprethe bdng ; 
but they form the moil chimerical ideas, concerning^ 
him.: they muft have a God according to their cor- 
rupt vi^ills ; a God good, full of clemency and mercyi 
. but not a juft God. * No,' fays the infidel, * I cannot 
.comprehend that Jefus can be at once both God 
and olan.' But you are not requited to underftand 
it, but to bdkve it* If you covdd comprehend the 
whole phn of falvation, faith would be ufelefs ; 
the law of your reafon Would force you to ac- 
. knowledge as true, whatever you clearly conceiyei 
. and faith would no longer be faith. ' If I fubmit/ 
it is faid, * to the precepts of the gofpel, I muft 
renounce a thoufand fpedes of luxury^ I muft ab« 
ftain from injuring my neighbour, I muft forbid 
myfelf revenge, I muft fubjedl myfelf to the laws of 
chaftity^ tb the moft rigorous temperance.' But^ tell 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 



19 

Wt^ would ^ou that £bme dne.fhoiild offeod yon^ bate 
you, perfecute you^ and deprive you of life ? Would 
ycrti tha^t any one flicmld blacken your charaaer, 
difhonour your wife, or your daughter, or feize on 
your fortune? Why, then, would you wifli to do to 
otheriR, what yofu would not have done to yourfelf ? 
Coafider, my brother, how peaceful, how happy 
and heavenly, life would beV if no one offended his 
neighbour, if every <mc were induftrious,if we ferved 
cn^ another from love, if enmities, quarrels, and de*- 
<rdt were haniihed fromfociety* Ah! the world 
would become the abode of Uifs, a paradife^ a hea* 
wdti begun 1 God means the world fhould be thus : 
ftich are the laws and ordinanices of thp moft high : 
H is thus the feriptures tea^cb us* Can: tbtre exift a 
being, whofe commjand^ csun be moi^ for our advan* 
#age ? 

*' The wicked trouble xidt themfelves about futuri* 
ty ; they occupy theuifelvesonly with what is before 
their eyes \ without anxiety concerning th(;ir fouls, 
they fhudder not at the thoughts of death ; a pitiful 
obje£Hoh makes them renounce their conviSfcu of 
the immortality of the foul^ which they exchange for 
a fiilfe conclufion which favours their propenfities ; 
they perfuade themfelyes that all in them is mortal, 
in order to be delivered fron) the fefir of everlafting 
torments. They re]tSt the doarin^ of Chrift, and 
have never examined, it j the gofpel biftory, and 
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have no proof of its falfehood : all their principles 
are abfurd. What would you fay of one who fliould 
hold this language — * Luther never exifted, nor re- 
formed our church ; for I never faw him* I did 
not live then, and hiftory may deceive us. Could 
the pen of one man exercife fuch an empire over fo 
many towns and nations ?' Do not the infidels rea- 
foh thus, concerning the hiftory of our iaviour ? 
Have they any better arguments againft it than 
thefe ? I am uncertain what part we fhould take, in 
regard to thefe unhappy perfons, whether to pity, 
or refute them, defpife, or oppofe them.** 

Such paflages, and they are frequent in thefe fer* 
mons, prove, that there was warmth and vivacity kk 
Gellert's ideas ; and that, liad the orator been more 
formed, he would have attained the power of awa- 
kening the attention of the coldeft and moft indiffer« 
ent of his audience* He is, however, more animated 
and more pathetic, in more diredly addreifing his 
hearers ; of which the following is an example, ta* 
ken from the fame difcourfe. 

** Once converted, be refolved to die rather than 
relapfe into fin. Have you renounced vice ? be it 
then to you henceforward an objefl: of horror. Re- 
fift f9.tan and he will fly from you. Dread your 
own weaknefs, yet try your powers ; make your ad- 
vantage of every refource^ fly temptation, feek foli* 
tudej let the angels draw you far from Sodom* 
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Pray, tvreftle wkh the Almighty ! be not repulfed, 
elefl: of God ! Combat, perfevere, there is the haven, 
there are the palms and crowns P' 

It would be eafy to produce many other pafTagesr 
which Ihew how much fire he infufed into his com^ 
pofitions J I (hall cite only one or two more exam- 
pies.' In one of his difcourfes^ he points out the ab- 
surdity of labduring, in the idea that our labouring 
alone is fufficient for our fubfiftence. . *^ It is fooKfli 
in us to believe, that it depends on ourfelves to pro- 
vide for our fupport. Many feem to think that God 
wants their affiftance to govern the world. What 
they poffefs they think they have acquired by their 
own efforts. If they fee the earth fertilized by the 
rains of the early and the latter feafon, if God crowns 
the year with his bleifings, aiid if his clouds drop 
fatnefs*; if their barns be filled with plcntyi and if 
: their preffes fhall burft out with new winef; they 
negleft to rife to the firft caufe. It is to the ixecef- 
fary laws of nature they attribute thefe effefts; 
they ftop at the creatures, and deign hot to ele- 
vate their minds to the Creator., Becaufe they bb- 
ferve that labour is neceffary to the enjoyment of cer- 
tain natural produdions, they will not attribute to 
God alone, what they themfelves have had fome fliare 
in producing. They do not comprehend that God 
has left certain vacuities in creation, if we may fo ex- 

* Pfalm 6;. r. xii* f P. cb. 3. v. x. 
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pre6 ourfelvcs, to furnilh man with ^ opportumty 
qf exerting bis powers ufefully. Jkit without thfe 
aid of the Supreme Being, it is impoffible for xom %Q 
provide his' fubfiftence. The Lord need only ihut 
up t&e ^untiiins of Heaven, harden the earth, oir 
drown the valleys, convert the fickles intofwords, or 
encrcafe the heat of the fun, to deftroy, in the 
twinkling of an eye, what the labour of ten years 
has hardly been fuiEdent to cultivate and gather in« 
Does the lightening dart and the thunder roll in the 
clouds ? Do the haiUflones ravage our fields, and ara 
they not lufpended in the air ? 
♦* Have you never heard talk of dearnefs, of famine, 
cf divers plagues, with which the mafter of the 
imiverfe vifits the nations ? In fuch a time, fub^ 
fift by your labour I eat, fatisfy yourfelf 1 when 
there is nothing to be found capable of appeafing 
your hunger !" 

It will be readily imagined, that thefe attempts are 
liot all equal, as to the juflnefs and maturity of the 
ideas contained in them ; and their author condem- 
ned them to oblivion. However, we know, on in*- 
difputahle authority, that they were much liked in 
his native town, and that the inhabitants were never 
tired of hearing him. It could hardly happen other« 
wife ; it was then very unufual to hear divine truths 
propofed with fentiment, and in a ftile at once noble 
and intelligible. The youth promif(^d fo much, that 
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greit expe£btion could not but be formed of ti» 
man. 

His ciitudiftances did not allow him to devote 
the whote of his time, to the cultivatiaa of his 
own talents* In 173^5 at the recDmmendadon dT 
Mr Lbfcher, he undertook:, during a twelve month, 
the csrfe of the Mtffieures de Lutticl^au, two youngs 
gentlemen, ^bo refided not far from Drefiidtk 
AfierWardB, he alfo directed the (ludies of one 
of his nephews, and ont of hi$ brothers ; this laH 
died at the fchool at Freiberg. He recfcoited this 
as one of the haj^ieft and tooii tnuiquil years c^his 
life, and often recoUefited^ yith a lively gratitude, 
the health, contentment and chearfu!nd>, which ac- 
companied the exercife of his duties. He applied 
himfelf with redoubled zeal, to the inflru&ion of 
his pupils i prayed with joy and afliduity, was at^ 
tentive to the examination of his foul, full of ardom* 
towards virtue^and of hatred towards vice 5 fevere to- 
wards himfelf in regard to pkafure, penetrated wit^ 
love towards the author of his being. '* At night,'* 
he fays, " when I had finifhed my leflbns, a bit of 
bread, dipt in fome wine, the produce of Meiffen, re- 
vived me fo much, as to make me (hed tears of gra- 
titude/' Even at this time, he fo-religioufly obfer- 
ved the duties of divine worihip that, without ex- 
treme neceffity, he would not have written a letter 
von the Sunday j *and throughout his life, he endca- 
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Tduf ed to eiu|)loy that day in a manner confbrma^ 
ble to its deftination. He ufed thus to exprefs him- 
felf on this fubjeft, " we think too lightly of the 
duties of Sunday, and I am convinced, that a holy 
employment of that facred day, is an indifpenfaUe 
means, and the moil ufeful of all, for quickening our 
progrefs in religion and piety. Then, to withdraw 
curfelves from all earthly occtq>ations, to make a 
ferious examination of our hearts, to raife them to 
heaven, to nourifh them with the truths founded on 
faith, is to fortify them for the whole week, ta pre- 
pare ourfelves for a faithful difcharge of the duties 
o£our calling. He who employs Sunday well, caix 
he make a bad ufe of the remainder of the week ? 
Hef who does not employ it well, can he hold him- 
felf obliged to make a good ufe of the week that 
follows ? Liften to me, whoever you are who read 
this ; it Is on our mode of employing Sunday, that 
depends the ufe we make of the week. Forget 
on that day, all the little ihterefts of earth. Confe- 
crate yourfelves entirely to heaven and religion. 
Awaken your minds to the fenfe of God's mercies ; 
enjoy the converfation of your pious friends, rejoidc 
in the felicity which is their portion, in the beauties 
-and in the wonders of nature. Pray, give thanks, 
examine your heart, your virtues, your weakneffes, 
and remark the obftacles which oppofe themfelves 
to your improvement in: piety. Acknowledge that 
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It is from God alouQ, that you derive the powes 
of labouring to procure your real well-bdng. Re- 
queft humbly of him the ftrength to do it, and be 
grateful for the help you have already obtained. 
Amidft the tumult of the world and the occupa- 
tions of life, we too eafily lofe the fentiment of our 
weaknefs and mifery, if we do not fet apart a cer- 
tain portion of time for meditating on our infufEci- 
ency, and on the power and goodnefs of God ; on 
our nothingnefs, and on his greatnefs. Sunday 
Ihould be devoted to thefe occupations ; it is the 
day of prayer and reft, in which the foul applies to 
the fource of true felicity. The better your difpo- 
fitions, the more adive your zeal in difcharging 
your duties, the more fecure you will think your 
progrefs in virtue, the more reafon you will have 
to fear the furprifes of fpiritual pride, Gonfe- 
crate, therefore, the Lord's day to ads of humi- 
lity, to the exercife of that virtue which appears 
to us fo difficult, and from which we are often the 
furtheft removed, in proportion to the approaches 
we feem to make towards the others. Imprefs your 
heart deeply with the meditation of this great truth: 
that your exiftence, your felicity, or your mifery^ 
your faith, your piety, are entirely and wholly de- 
pendent on the Supreme Being. Entertain a deep 
fenfe of the goodnefs of God, and of your own 
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weakflefe. Be not fefkfied wkh acknowledging that 
your perfonaf adv^tntages arc derived^ irom God. It 
is pbfltble for pride tocotfteal Jtfelf underthisappsn-cnt 
humility ; we may afttibe t6 God the advantages by 
trhrchweate diftinguifted,and,at thefame time,nou- 
rift m the heart a prefuttiption that we defcrvc them 
better than others, onr account of the good ufe we 
have the judgmeiit to make of them. Let this pride 
be annihilated on the Lbrd'^s* day, and in order t6 
triumph over it h'ave I'ecourfe to prayer, in ex- 
change for fome focial pieafures, which you facri- 
fice, you witl enjoy the nobleft fatisfaftions, the 
ineffable comforts of piety, that heavenly peace," 
which none can tafte whb have not learnt to fly the 
tunuilt of the wof Id, and ta detach themfelves for 
a time from the little interefts of the earth. How 
many excellent authors, may aChriftian read to 
liis fatisfadtron ; authors fitted to enlighten his minxf, 
and to ftrengthen in him the convifliidn of the truth 
and excellency of the doftrinc he profcfles^? And 
ought he not to afpire to inqprove more and more ? 
Let him then employ himfclf on this day in medi- 
tating on the holy fcriptures and the books which 
«cplain them, read the hiftory of the church j a^ 
inongft the great number of writers in divinity, read 
them that affe£t you the moft. Sauren, Mofheim, 
^Jerufalem, Acken Cramer Schelegel, and thofc 
who feek to imitate them, are they not orators fit- 
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^edfctf »U pwJws <>f ChrilMaw, B&f^l *o the ftvJft 
inftwaed, ^& m^l as tp ^^ fefe iifprnSed * ?*' 

WJben Gjettert thought ^is ftj^.hew ft^ci^ntfy 
f^c^^rcd to r.eceiye advioit^e ifrpm acaKtefijii^qd ijf- 
ilnifilioi^fcs, hp cca^di^ed hw» in 1741, to teipfxcfc, 
9S much to continu^^ l^ {¥Q)eiW!teadance: of this 
^owg m^, ^a^ ttp ^(iquirfe for himfdf an faicreafe of 
jtoowl^ge, mi to fit jhietfelf loore md more foa: 
jMng ijMul m fad^ty. . He iwas not yetdecided as 
jto i{he jin^ i^ life vhe ib^^ld puiiftie} Jmt, placing 
JbU isi^ In IVovidenae, the had fbe genial view 
<tP ifto g$)o4, -and to be .^ ufefixl to others zs paffu 
^. ^^ I was far,** fays toe, of himfetf, '^ from be-t 
idg in abundance Whw I w^nt far the fecond time to 
l^eip^ic^; b^t I muft plfo feckjapwlodge^, that^God 
f^^ ^Ipweid Rjte io yf,dfli what i»^ swccflary, eire© 
i!$)tr e day. I remeidbgr that, )to feeing this mack 
lowd itowiA, I wjfh^d that it n^ght .{^eafe God fo ito 
ldil9e^^whs^t concerned pie, as that 1 might pafs my 
life in it* This vfiBx has beai gcatified ; though 
43ertaiiity sitit^ time I formed it, my hopes extent 

'• Thcfc 'being M foreign booksy and, perhaps, either not 
4ranfl|ite^, or not eafy'tobe conie at by the gdocpdlity of En- 
glifli rf-ajJefK, I ^think i( inaf not be . amifo to fpecify fome £n^ 
j^h'ih books of the fame fort, Archbi(hop Tilldtfon'fi and Seecf t 
Sermons, Newton and Kctt, on the Prophecies, Butler'9 Ana* 
Jogy, Boirdlcr on the Revelations, Sermons by Mrs H, Bowdler, 
Biftiop Wilfon's Works, Archbifliop Sccker*s Sermons, Ran- 
^lph*8 Sermon*« on Advent, Hall's* Sermon, are of this fort, 
with many others too numerous to mention here. 
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ded no farther than to the bemg able to compleat 
my ftudies in that univerfity." When at Leipfick, 
he employed himfelf in giving inftrudions to fome 
young gentlemen ; but, he applied himfelf, above 
all, in extending his own information, and in im- 
proving more and more his underftanding ; nor 
did he refufe to himfelf the pleafure of cultivating 
his talent for poetry. He did not aim to acquire 
a vaft extent of erudition : His health would not 
allow of it, and the melancholy which opprefs^ 
ed him, forbad him a too fedentary life, and did 
not allow of his fitting too long. ** Were 1 to 
have been learned,'^ faid he, '^ I ihould have wiflv- 
cd to be a Mofheim or an Emefti. The latter, in 
my opinion, may in himfelf fupply to youth the 
place of an entire academy, and is as fuperior to the 
generality of philologifls, as Mofheim is to other 
orators. I owe my Latinity to Cicero, whom I 
have read over and over, frequently aloud, and 
from whofe works I have copied a great number of 
paflages. As to the French language, I have chief- 
ly learnt it by reading and tranflating. But of all 
the languages of which I have any knowledge, the 
Englifh tongue, to which I applied the lateft, was 
that which I learnt with moil facility, thanks to the 
inftrudionsof my friend Ebert ♦•** 

* Mr Jobn Arnold Ebcrt, who has made fevcral excellenl 
tranflations from £ogh'lb| and among others, Young'a Nijght 
Thoughts* 
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As Gellert felt that his tafte was not mature, 
or fufEciently juft, he applied himfelf cairefuUy to 
improve it, in order to be more ufeful. When 
his friends afked him how he had attained to 
the formation of his taste, he anfwered, " By the 
ftudy of Cicero, by reading RoUiri on the Belles 
Lettres, the Spectator, and laftly, by affociating 
ivith Gartner and my other friends, authors of the 
Bremen Journal, by their judgments, their criti- 
cifms, and their approbation. Befides the above 
mentioned ancients and moderns, I alfo read the 
rhetoric of Quintillian, and the poetics of Horace. 
Whatever admiration I might have for the wit and 
cafe of Ovid, I never could prevail on myfelf to 
read the whole of his Works : he has great beaudes, 
but is often deficient in tafte, I hold reading, par- 
ticularly the ancient authors, to be indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary to forming the judgment, and to the acquis 
fition of foHd learning. But the ftudy of the an- 
cient philofophers is attended with danger ; becaufe 
they are itiore calculated to infpire pride, than to 
improve the mind in wifdom and virtue. Their 
moral maxims are admirable, and perfuade the 
heart that it may attain to perfedlion by its own 
ftrength/ The mind rejoices in virtue and happi- \ 
nefs attainable by man j but confcience foon refutes 
this proud fyftem, when it tries to become virtuous 
without the afliftance of a heavenly Guide. D6> 
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tached paflages of Senecji, have often exdted my ai 
iniration ; but when I attempted to read his works r^ 
gularly, they no longer interefted me ; and if I per* 
lifted in reading his writings for fpme hours, they 
dred me even to difguft. Seneca w:as, however^ ^ 
man of genius ; but, in places where he appears lit- 
tle, it is owing to an affedation of wit that he be- 
comes fo, and by the uniformity and.mondtony of 
the ornaments he affeSis to ufe. 

"^^ The ancients are mafters in the art of thinking 
and writing, on matters of wit and tafte ; on this 
account, they cannot be too much admired ; but, 
me fliould be more referved and circumfpe£l in the 
j>raifes we beftow on their morality. They weaken 
imperceptibly in the«minds of youth, the refpeft du^ 
^to religious moralitsy ; the more fo that the dry an4 
Janguid manner in which religion is taught us hf^ 
.childhood, is but too well calculated to make us 
cold and indiflferent in the praftice of it. We em- 
l)race Chriftianity, and put on its outward appear- 
lance, without ading according to its true precepts* 
•Moreover, when we methodically ftudy religion, it 
johcn happens that we do not fufEciently feel what 
it poffeflTes of divine ; ^.d we perfuade ourfelvesp 
ihat as we are capable of apprehending it^ fyftem, 
we may alfo by our ftrength praflice its precepts* 
3y tins ftrange abufe, religion, which ought to 
liumble :us> only ferves to nourish cmr pride« Why 
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do fo inany young people, who are othetwilS 
well difpofed, negled prayer, unlefs becaufe they 
prefume too much on their weak reafon, and that 
they flatter themfelves they fhall be always virtuous 
by their own ftf ength ? It is a falfe fliame, which 
makes us blufh to implore the affiftance of Heaven, 
fo neceffary to us. From thence it happens, that 
thefe pi^fumptuous young people, refufing to pay 
homage to the Divine Spirit, who alone can change 
and fanftify our hearts, attribute the glory of fo 
doing to themfelves, and flatter themfelves with be- 
ing able to refift temptations, and conquer their pro- 
peniities ; thus finking into fecurity, from which 
arife the vices fo dangerous to youth* Would to 
God, that in our earlieft years, inftead of teaching 
t£s religion a& a profeilion, or as an ordinary fcience, 
pains were taken to imprefs our minds with its 
beauty, to make usfenfible how aniiable and divine 
it IS, to fhow us that without obedience to its pre- 
cepts peace cannot dwell in our hearts, nor tranqui- 
lity in our confciences j and to warn us, that as our 
uflderftanding becomes more and more enlightened, 
we ought more and more to ftudy that holy reli- 
gion, and conftantly make ufe of its truths, as of 
the means moft efficacious for improving our virtue, 
and fetting us forward in the road to perfeflion. 
We fhould then perceive that life is but a prepara- 
tion for eternity j that independent of eternity this 
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life would be nothing, or an inexplicable enigma 5 
that faidi in our Redeemer is truly the wifdom from 
on high, that it conftitutes our glory, that it is the 
only foundation of all our happinefs j finally, that 
man cannot refufe to believe, without renouncing, 
at the fame time, that reafon of which he boafts. 
** If thefe truths, and thefe fenfiments had taken 
deep root in our fouls before we became fchplars, 
we might without danger read thofe ancient authors, 
whofe writings are fo fitted to adorn the human un- 
derftanding. So far from being prejudicial, they 
Would be very ufeful : The tafte and information 
we Ihould draw from this fource, would be profi- 
table to religion and virtue, and would never fervc 
to feed our pride." 

We fee that Gellert did not confine himfelf to 
enlightening and cultivating his underftanding, but 
that he applied with no lefs 2eal to improve his 
heart, which, in truth, ought to be every man's 
chief ftudy. He never loft fight of religion j and 
hence it is that his works tend all, more or lefs, to 
the advancement of piety and virtue. He can never 
deferve the reproach fo juftly due to many celebra- 
ted writers from their readers, and which, fooner 
or later, they will make to themfelves, of having 
criminally abufed the fineft and nobleft talents. 

Gellert had paiTed near a year at Leipfick, when 
there began to be publifhed, a work entitled, A* 
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mufements of . the Heart and underftandiiig, *Gel- 
iCTt was engaged to be one of the coadjutors in this 
periodical work ; he inferted many tales and fables, 
Xome di^kadic poems, and feyeral difcourfes in Profe. 

The friends of Gellert know with what feverity 
he himfelf. judged his firft produftions. Some of 
them he did not think even worthy of corredion ; 
and this feverity towards his own works, impro- 
perly under ftood, has drawn on him fome pretty 
harfli critiqifms. 

But how imperfedl foever his firft attempts might 
b^, fo many beauties were difcovered in them, that 
fcarcely had Jbe fhewn himfelf amongft the German 
poets, when all eyes were turned towards him. . 

The. moment fome new . piece of the periodical 
work,, he was engaged in, appeared^ the reader^s 
firft care was to feek out fome tale or fable of 
Gellert's ; they were perufed with eagernefs, they 
were read over and over, arid learned by heart. 
The eafy and natural ftile of his narrations, perfedl- 
ly fimple and unaffeded, the fweetnefs and qpienity 
of his verfes, the natural expreffion of a young 
poet feeking ,to pleafe his readers, to inftrufl: and 
to make them better, who. was playful without 
offence, whofe laughter was never tinged with bit* 
ternefs, but whofe fmiles were thofe of friendlhip or 
companion j all thefe qualities were fo ' attraftive, 
that from. month to month the public tafte for his 
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works became more lively and more general. It 
is not therefore furprifing, that Gellert finding his 
fables fucceeded, conciliated to him the general eC- 
teem, and enabled .him to be ufeful to his country- 
men, fliould take delight in cultivating a fpedes of 
poetry, which from the earlieft ages, has been 
confidered as beft calculated to convey leffons of 
wifdom. 

About this time Gellert contracted a fincere and 
intimate friendihip with Mr John Elias Schlegel> 
whofe brother he had known at Meffien, which was 
founded on the talents of this poet, who firft intro- 
duced the Tragic mufe into Germany. 

As long as he lived at Leipfick, he was the chief 
companion of our author^ who equally loved and 
refpeded him ; for Gellert^s foul was incapable of 
jealoufy, and though, doubtlefs, he afpired to beef* 
teemed and confidered himfelf, could fee without 
vexation, that others were his fuperiors in talents 
and merit, or rather he was naturally dUpofed to 
have a better opinion of others than of himfelf. 
A proof of this appears in the picture he has drawn 
of his friend Schlegel and his brothers. ** As foon 
as I learnt to know J. E. Schlegel,'* fays Gellert, 
** we were friends. He always furpafled me in 
erudition, in criticifm and in genius. His counte- 
nance was prepofiefling, his talents were uncom* 
taoTiy and his love for iludy unwearied^ He was^ 
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paffibnately fond of the belles lettres, and cultivated 
•them with ardour. His father, however, wifhed 
him to apply to the ftudy of law, that he might un- 
dergo his examination and receive a doctor's degree* 
My friend almoft detefted the panded^s, and had but 
a flight knowledge of law ; but to gratify a father 
truly refpe&able in every fcnfe, he did violence to 
fais inclinations, and during three months, fludied 
^ith as much zeal, as if he had afpired to become a 
fecond Cujasi and paffed moft honourably throu^ 
liis examinations* Profefibr Rechemberg, who was 
then. Dean, filled with admiration of diis young 
man, wifhed to procure him a fhuation, in order to 
put h jm in the way of obtaining the higheft ftations 
in that profeffion* So true it is, that a man well 
grounded in the humanities, who poffefles the leam- ^ 
ed languages, and who has genius, can in a very 
ibort time make an almofl: incredible progrefs m 
the higher fciences. Schlegel ftill engaged in the 
fiudy of the clafScs, had eagerly read the Greek 
and Latin authors, and continued to read thenu 
He underftood French, Italian, and Englifh, knew 
all the beft authors in thofe languages, and owed 
his knowledge almoft entirely to himfelf. He was 
tiamed to go to Copenhagen as Secretary of Lega- 
tion, with his coufin Mr Spener, envoy from the 
Court of Saxony. Seeing that in order to fill this 
|>oft^ it was not only neceflary to write, but alfo (» 
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fpeak, French well, he pafled fome months with Mr 
Mauvillon, to improve himfelf in this particular* 
He fucceeded fo well, that Mr Mauvillon fpoke of 
him as one of his beft fcholars. Schlegel could 
apply for days together without interruption; but 
after fo doing, he generally allowed himfelf one 
day to reft, to fee company and amufe himfelf ^th 
his friends. When any one criticifed his verfes, he 
. difputed and defended himfelf with warmth, and 
went off with the pride of a poet, who thinks he 
feels what is fine, better than thofe who critici& 
him ; but after fome hours, he returned full of hu- 
mility, having fuccefsfully correftedwhat had been 
difapproved. He reformed without murmur entire 
fcenes in his tragedies. One of the occupations 
itioft agreeable to him, was the forming fome plan 
for a drama ; and like Racine, he generally began 
by writing • it in profe* No one had the forming 
of Schlegel's mind : he owed all his genius to rea- 
ding. I am forry there does not exift any portrait 
of him. He was fair, his clear blue eyes were 
funk in a high and ample forehead, they were 
^irited, half gay and half melancholy, fometimes a 
little inclined to fun, fometimes fejriousl His up- 
per lip turned a little up, his nofe was aquiline, and 
all together thefe features formed a noble phifipgno- 
my, which hisexprelfive eyes frequaitly rendered 
truly interefting. Whenever he inet his friends he 
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embraced them with a lively and impetuous joy* 
He was full of regards and iattentions to women ; 
however, I do not know, that he was ever paffion- 
ately attached to any one. Had he been fo, and 
that the objed of his love had difapproved his pro- 
peniity for theatrical compofition, I believe he would 
Jiave given up his love, however aihiable his miftrefs 
.might have been in other refpefts, rather than this 
{)iropenfity. He was fond of reading his verfes, .in 
order to form a judgment of the impreflion they 
made ; but he declaimed them badly. 

^^ I went on foot with him to Lindcnau, to meei» 
his brother John Adolphus, who came from Pfortcs 
to Leipfick. John Adolphus did not pleafe me at 
^all at firft fight, and it is certain that his phifiog- 
nomy did not announce the excellency .of his heart* 
-This fame Schlegel became, however, afterwardg 
my intimate friend ; and I fhall to my lataft hour 
retain the attachment, efteem and admiration he in- 
ipired me with on a further acqaintance. I had not 
a long enjoyment of his eldeft brother's fociety at 
Leiplick : he died at So^oee, where he had with 
great fuccefs filled a profeflbr's chair, in the aca<« 
-demy of the nobles. Honour his memory, O 
youthful children of the liiufes ! Toung people who 
wifh.to diflinguifh yourfelves in the paths of fcicpce, 
ftudy his works, for he formed himfelf in the fchool 
of the ancientsv 
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*^ John Henry, the fourth of the Schlegels, pro- 
felTor at Copenhagen, would have even furpaffed 
his brothers in goodnefs of heart, had it been poC- 
fible to furpafs them in this particular. He was as 
much diftinguiflied by his piety, his virtues, and 
liis gentlenefs of manners, as by his genius, his 
erudition, and his indefatigable application to ftudy. 
Finally, the youngeft of the Schlegels, who is ftiU 
a famous preacher, is alfo a man of fmgular merit^ 
and every way worthy of his brothers. He con^ 
ceals, under a referved and unprepoffeffing outward 
appearance, the moft feeling and virtuous hearts 
Like all my other friends, he loved to be fet right 
and to receive advice ; ever an excellent quality in 
a yoimg man. He was frequently my comforter ia 
my fits of melancholy. Thefe five Schlegels, all 
dudied at Pforte, Meflien, and at Leipfick ; and 
what high honour do four of them beftow onihofe 
fchools ! I hjfouTy for though the eldeft, who en- 
tirely devoted himiielf to the law, was certainly a 
very eftimable man from his information, and the 
qualities of his heart, he, neverthelefs, did not 
-^ual his brothers in talents. What a happy and 
Yefpe£lable family, to have produced four perfoo- 
^ges of fuch fuperior genius ! Flouriih, O houfe of 
'Schlegel ! and may diftinguiflied men, who apply 
themfelves to promote wifdom and virtue in human 
Ibciety, and who labour for the advancement of 
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taKe and virtue, ever fpring from thee ! May the 
benedidion of a venerable, though unfortunate fa- 
ther, full of probity and knowledge, ever reft on 
his defccndants, as it has vifibly refted on hig 
fonsr 

Such was the heart of Gellert towards his friends ; 
and with thefe touching effufions of tendemefs he 
expreffed himfelf concerning them. His foul poured 
itfelf forth in praifes, whenever he mentioned them 
in his letters, in converfation, or in his leffons. He 
was always defirous of feeing them ajs much loved 
and efteemed by others, as they were by himfelf; 
and his fentiments towards them were principally 
founded on their moral qualities. Wherever he 
difcovered, or thought he difcovered thofe virtues^ 
his whole heart warmed immediately. His friend- 
fliip was not merely the effeft of natural difpofition ; 
it was produced by a fincere love for religion and 
virtue. He ftrongly felt that they alone can make 
any one truly amiable, that they alone conftitute hap- 
pinefs ; and when he met with perfons unfortunate 
enough not to poffefs thefe qualities, he was touched 
with a moft lively compaflion, and neglefted no- 
thing in his power to make them better, and confe- 
quently happier. Some years after his return to 
Leipfick, he became acquainted with an unfortu- 
nate perfon of this kind. This man was like 
many others, who are faid not to have a bad heart. 
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The love of pleafure and libertinifm led him to ia» 
fidelity, and from hence he pafled on to diforders, 
which equally deftroyed his health and his fortune. 
Attacked by an illnefs equally difgraceful and pain- 
ful, he wanted for every thing : He had neither 
tranquillity of mind, confolation, the means of pro- 
curing to himfelf any afliftancc, nor any hope of 
recovery ; which hope, can alone fupport the def- 
pifers of religion, and give them that degree of calm- 
nefs ever neceffary to their bodily cure. Defpair 
and impatience aggravated the fufferings of this poor 
wretch : The mod horrible oaths proceeded from 
his mouth every moment j there was no impreca- 
tion he did not pronounce againft himfelf ; no blaC- 
phemy he did not utter againft Providence. Gel- 
lert, touched with compaffion by this man's dread- 
ful fufferings, and above all, by the deplorable flatc 
of his foul, was very defirous of relieving him. 
With this view, he began by endeavouring to gain 
his confidence, to convince him of the intereft he 
took in him, and of the tender compaffion he felt 
for his bodily fuflFerings. To have begun by fpeak- 
ing to him of religion and of his foul, would only 
have terrified him. Gellert feemed, therefore, en- 
tirely taken up with his illnefs, and the means of 
procuring him fome alleviation to his fufferings. He 
affifted him as much as he could, and with the ut- 
moft attention and delicacy interefted his friends in 
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Im behalf^and thus procured him the aiEftance and 
comforts required to cairn his mind a little, and put 
him in a capacity of reflefting. Highly difgufting 
as was his illnefs, Gellert was continually with him, 
ever attentive to aflift him, to amufe him, to alle- 
viate his fufferings, and, above all, to let him fee 
that tender fympathy, fo confoling'to the wretched, 
and which Gellert's eyes fo well exprefTed. 

By little and little, the fick man's heart foftened ; 
he became lefs ferocious, and, from regard to fo 
good a friend, he moderated his tranfports, and the 
violence of his impatience. This fenfibility to the 
iriendfhip of an amiable and benevolent man, dif- 
pofed him, by. degrees, to that more noble and fub- 
lime love, with which Gellert fought to infpire him. 
The iick man began to poflefs himfelf, and foon 
came to refled ; from refleftion he pafled to repent- 
ance, and to fincere endeavours to moderate his def- 
peration, to reftrain his tongue, and to abftain from 
thofe horrible oaths, which had become fo habi- 
tual to him. At length, he not only permitted, but 
requefted his friend to give him notice, when from 
the violence of pain, he was in danger of forgetting 
himfelf. From day to day, his perplexity, his 
anxiety concerning his future ftate, and his defire 
of ftili obtaining forgivenefs from God, became 
more lively. Till then, he had ridiculed the mi- 
nifters of the gofpel j now, he earneftly wifhed to 

F 
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be inftruded and confoled by them. He' becamt 
more and more refigned to the will of God ; his 
patience encreafed with his fufferings. He lived 
longer than was expeAed, and fometimes found 
himfelf fo much relieved, that it feemed as if he 
might (till indulge a hope of recovery. Gellert, m 
the mean time, had the joy of feeing the daily pro^ 
grefs of his converfion. He left him only when hb 
other indifpeniible duties obliged him to it, and ap- 
plied his utmoft, and unceafing care, to ftrengthen 
in the fick man's mind, on one fide, the fenfe of 
his unworthinefs, and abhorrence of his pafled ir- 
regularities, and, on the other, the hope of obtain- 
ing mercy and forgivenefs. This penitent fiimer 
drew near his end* One day, when Gelleft was 
alone with him, and they were priying together, the 
fickman grew fuddenly faint, feized the hand of 
his friend, blefled, and thanked him, recommend- 
ed . his foul to God, and expired* Gellert, fur- 
prifed by a death fo fudden and fo calm, could hard- 
ly believe what he faw, and called for help j but, 
feeing his prefence was now become ufeiefs, he 
withdrew, full of emotion, of joy, and of gratitude 
for the grace of God, which, he trufted, had made 
him inftrumental to the falvation of an immortal 
foul. 

We may perceive, from this hiftory, with what zeal 
Gellert would have laboured for the true happinds of 
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men, had the weaknefs of his conftitudon permitted 
him to devote himfelf as he wifhed to the holy mi- 
niftry. Though not yet an abfolute valetudinarian, 
his health was never fo good as it generally is at his 
age. As to attend on public funftions, which muft 
be performed on certain days, and which are per- 
petually recurring, a firm ftate of health is requi- 
fite, he refolved rather to devote himfelf to the 
academical inftru£tion of youth. He did not de- 
cidedly profefs to teach reUgion and morality ; 
but he hoped to aflbciate them with ftudies to 
which they appear foreign. Whilft fulfilling the 
duties of his vocation, he wifhed alfo to make 
himfelf ufeful to his fellow-creatures, in regard 
to their eternal interefts ; as being, of all modes 
of becoming ufeful, that of which a man, who af- 
pires to immortality, is the mofl ambitious. Thus 
it is, that even piety and virtue fometimes em- 
ploy circuitous modes of making their way to 
the human heart. He propofed, then, to him- 
felf, to form the tafk of his pupils, but fo as to 
make them feel, that the pleafures of the under- 
ftanding, are flill more enobled and perfefted by 
piety. In this view, he acquired the right of giving 
public leffons m the year 1745, 174^, after having 
taken his degree in the faculty of belles lettres, and 
fuflained thefes, according to cuftom. ' The diflfer- 
tation he publifhed on this occafion, treated of £31- 
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bulous poetry, and the principal fabulifts. The art 
of teaching was not new to him, and he improved 
in it more and more ; however, he never carried 
with him, to the academical chair, that boldnefe, 
on which fome profeflbrs pique themfelves, and 
which they often affefl:, merely to in^fe on their 
difciples, and to malk their own ignorance. 

Gellert did not entirely confine himfelf to being 
of ufe by his. academical leflbns ; he wiflied to befp 
alfo by his writings. As he belijBved, with reafon,, 
that fables were, the kind of poetry bed fuited to his 
talents, he determined to print his. We have al- 
ready faid, that he had previoufly inferted many tales 
and fables in t " Amufcments of the Heart and 
Underftanding," and that thefe effays had been well 
received. But this fuccefs had not encreafed his 
prefumption j and he was far from having tliat high 
opinion o^ himfelf, which prevents fo many writers 
from giving that degree of perfeftion to their works, 
which they might have acquired, if a little miftrufl 
of their abilities had engaged them to write with 
more care and exadfaiefs. Gellert, fenfible of the 
neceffity, and the advantages of this too rare mif- 
truft, firft read over his fables to his friend Gart- 
ner, and afterwards to the whole fociety of his par- 
ticular friends, and required to be judged by them 
with feverity. 

Amongft Gcllert's tales, the character of a dc- 
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votee, was particularly admired. This gave hiixt 
the idea :of employing his talents in works of tafte, 
and in the reformation of the theatre, with a view 
to make this public entertainment more moral, and, 
confequently, more ufeful. Gellert having compo* 
fed. his comedy entitled the Devotee, at the defire 
of his friends, it was publiflied in the Bremen ma* 
ga2dne, as well as the tale which bore that title. 
This piece was extremely well received, but after- 
wards becaine a fource of much vexation to Gellert. 
Acc^ffary ideas, which are awakened by certain 
expreffioils, occcafion diiguft to delicacy, againft 
things which would not wound it at allj if they were 
prefented under other images and words. Per-' 
hips this delicacy, fuppofing it to be innocent, and 
not itfeif the efFe£k of hypocrify, might have found 
lefs fault with the title of hypocrite, than^with that 
of devotee ; for all the fincere friend^ of religion 
and piety, muft take pleafure in feeing tbofe perfon^ 
immalked, and given up to the public contempt, 
who are religious only in appearance, or who make 
piety and devotion confift merely in outward and 
puerile obfervances. 

This was the end Gellert propofed to himfelf, and. 
no more is wanting to be affured of it, than to caft 
our eyes on the preface he has placed at the head of 
his dramatic works. It is not neceflary, here, to 
cmter into refqarches cQncerning the morality of the 
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ftage, and the advantages and difadvantages of this 
public amufement, now become almoft neceOary 
about courts, and in great cities. There is fo little 
predfion in what modern philofophers, fuch zi 
Roufleau, and D'Alembert, as well asfome theolo* 
gians, have written for and againft the ftage, that 
the queftion is become more difficult to decide, and 
too long a digreffion would be required to pliace k 
in a new light. It is not eafy to atcertain what im- 
preflion may be made on fpedators at the theatres^ 
dr on readers in their clofets, by £dthful piSures of 
die vices we (hould fhun, and of the virtues we 
iiould love, if we confider the various difpofitibns 
brought by thefe perfons, whether to the ftage, or 
tcy the dofet. It is difficult to deduce from this 
Imowledge, the rules necelTary to be obferved by aa 
author for fucceeding, not only in pleafmg, but in 
correSing. Finally, it is difficult to decide how far 
Ae impreffion of pleafure, produced by the art of 
imitation, the truth of the pidures, and the charm 
tff reprefentation, may contribute, or be detrimen«> 
tal to the end propofed j which is to tutn to the pro* 
fit of virtue, and the love of excellence, thofe fen* 
timents which mull be excited by every faithful de- 
fcription of a hateful, odious, or ridiculous objeft. 
It is not by the magiflerial decifion of a philofo- 
pher or a theologian, that we ought to determine 
what influence the (lage has on morals^ and whether 
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it may not contribute, by the poet's faylt, or by fpmf 
other caufe, to foment hmnan paifions* But this i« 
certain, that theologian or not, a man who calif 
himfelf a Chr^tian, and is fuch in fa£t, ought npf 
to think himfelf authorized to i»ronounce in thif 
matter, without haying examined whether his U|i« 
derftanding is fufficiently enlightened for the taik $ 
for much judgment is certainly, requiiite, to decide 
on the morality of a kind of amufement and pleap 
fure, which muil be owned to have nothing crimtna} 
in its nature, but merely to become fo from certain 
acceflary caufes, which it might not be impoffible to 
remove. 

If not poflefled of all the knowledge requifite for 
fuch a diicuflion, vft are in danger of miftaking, and 
of advancing opinions quite oppofite, and no lefs er* 
roneous* Perfons, who have, in other refpeds, ftut 
died morality pretty accurately, may be very bad 
judges in thefe matters, if they are not fufEcieptly 
acquainted with works of tafte, and the influence 
they may have on the human mind ; of the utility 
to be derived from them by religion, and of the har- 
fBony which may exiil between virtue and the plea* 
fures of the underftanding. Moralifts, who are not 
fufficiently enlightened on thefe pomts, ought to 
confine themfelves to general exhortations, ^^to prove 
all tJbii^ij and bold to thai which is good^** to be mo- 
derate in the ufe of pleafures, to avoid what may 
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too much ftimukte the paflions, arid take cafe that 
the amufements we allow ourfelves, may not infpire 
tis with difguft towards religious duties. To e3teeed 
thefe bounds on the fubjefl:, is likely to draw us in- 
to declamation, to make us exceed in feverity, and 
to infpire diftruft, even, though all we fay, fhould, 
on every other point of morality, be moft indifputa- 
bly rational. 

' Gellert propofed to himfelf, in his dramatic works, 
to attack vice and folly, and, by drawing the moft 
interefting piftures of virtue, to infpire the minds 
of men with the love of it« 

After publifliing his firft play, Gellert publifhed 
the firft volume of his tales and fables. The merit 
of thefe apologues is fo plain and inconteftable,*that 
I might venture to s^fSrm, that could we look into 
the judgment of pofterity, we fliould find them to 
be ranked amongft the German clafficks. They 
ferve as amufements to youth, whofe hearts we wifh 
to form and whofe tafte we wifh to improve. They 
have the fuffrage of the female fex^ which deviates 
icaft firom nature, and which often forms as good a 
judgment from feeling, as we do from the rules of 
art. In a word, mothers rehearfe them to their 
daughters, and the fevereft fcholar would be afliam- 
ed to fpeak of them with indifference, or contempt. 
The choice of fubjeds, the moral, the ftyle, all 
pleafe, all do honour to the judgment, the un- 
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derthhdmg, zfid the heart of the poet. Hd does 
not rife fd high as to be above the fight of the muU 
titiide, but he takes care not to defcend fo low as 
to efcape the attention of good underftandings. « 

All nations abound in critiics, who feein to have 
only one ilandard of merit, and who aifign to each 
work of genius, its rank, according to the views 
aild paflions which reign in their own minds, and 
that with the moil entire and dogmatical confidence. 
We cannot determine how far Gellert might have 
been fufcepdble to the cenfure of thefe critics ; but 
the defire of obtaining their praifes, would certain* 
ly never have been the end he propofed to himfelf 
in his works. 

^^ My greateft ambition,'' faid he, in a letter to 
a friend, ^^ is to pleafe and make myfelf ufeful to 
reafonable people, rather than to mere fcholars. 

^' I attach more importance to the approbation of 
a fenfible woman, than to the praiies of a periodical 
paper j and, in my ojunion, one of the populace, 
if he is endowed M'ith a found judgment, well de» 
fh*ves that I ihould feek to fix his attention, to con- 
tribute to his amufement, and in narratives eafily 
retained, to fee ufeful truths before him, fitted to 
excite good emotions in his foul.'* 

A poet fo much the friend of mankind, muft 
have experienced feelings the mofl agreeable, when 
in the beginning of one winter hefaw a Saxon pai- 
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fant drive up to his door, a cart loaded vrith fire* 
i¥ood, who demanded of him himfelf, whether he 
was not the gentleman who compofed fuch fixie 
tales ? On the anfwer ho received, the peafant, joy 
fparkiing in his eyes, with many excufes for the li- 
berty he took, made Gellert a prefent of the con- 
tents of his cart, as a feeble mark of his gratitude 
for the pleafure he had received from reading hi^ 
tales. Beauties ^ft, which every one may feel 
without having fludied Ariflotle ; and Gellert was 
more affeded by the fimple praife proceeding from 
a good heart, than he was diflurbed by certain cri- 
tics, who unjuftly reproached him with having 
imitated La Fontaine. ** People will have it,*' fays 
Gellert, '^ that I have imitated La Fontaine, and 
I can aflure them it is not true. I had friends able 
in criticifm, for which I am much indebted to cir- 
cumftances* Convinced of their knowledge, docile 
in following their advice, I correded my works 
without murmuring ; I had fenfe enough to wifh 
only to write for perfons of linderfbmding, and in 
that confided all my wifdom. I never was able to 
imitate, and this my writings fufEci^ntly prove : 
They would often be better, had I known hoW to 
profit by the example of my predecefTors.'* Before 
the publication of his firft volume of fables, Gellert 
had compofed, in 1746, his fecond ciomfidy^ en- 
titled the lipttery Ticket^ a pafU^ral poon^ mi the 
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Oracle ; but this was not enough to &tisfy his ac-^ 
tivity. The Germans had no good origins^l ro- 
mances at this period* The French hare many 
works of this kind, ingenious enough, and well 
enough written, to furnifh an agreeable amufement, 
and charm the ennui of idle readers. But the too 
common eSeSt of this kind of reading, is to foment 
the paifions rathc^r than to correal them. Thefe 
works, in which the fpirit of chivalry fomedmes 
prevails, and fometimes that frivolous ftile of gallan- 
try, fb dangerous for the heart, are tranilated, 
are fpread, and muft have influence on the na- 
tion which reads them, in proportion as they are 
well received. Gellert wifhing to try a new men 
thod of being ufeful, and to give more importance 
and dignity to this agreeable fpedes of writing,' 
compofed the Swedifh Countefs. In this fidimi, he 
paints pretty extraordinary adventures, and his de* 
fcriptions are fomewhat gloomy ; fo that, were it 
not for fome fimilarity in the ftile and mode of nar- 
rating, it would be difficult to believe that this ro- 
mance and Gellert's fables were written by the fame 
author. The defire of inftruSiing through the me- 
dium of amufement, is the diftinguifhing feature of 
this, as well as all his other works. Some celebra- 
ted romances, written after Gellert's, may have 
eclipfed its merits, but a judicious critic will cer- 
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tainly judge a firft original writing of this kind with 
indulgence. 

Gkllert was, even fd early as this period of his 
life, fubjed to thofe dtftrefling attacks of melancholy 
which So much embittered his days. Notwithftaud* 
ing the ftri&efi: regimen, notwithftanding frequient 
exercife, and his attention to avoid excefs of appli« 
catiop, he never could attain to procure himfelf a 
more confirmed ftate of health. Already one por« 
tion of his days, days fo ufeful to fodety, were days 
of fofiering. His virtue and his piety fumifh^ him 
with the necefl^uy courage to fupport with patience 
the firft attacks of his complaint, and to look for« 
ward, without terror, to a profped of long prd- 
traded fuffering. He fought, in religion, the re* 
fources and confolations which might foften a ilate 
of painful illnefs ; aiid his feeling heart, ever alive 
to the fufferings of his fellow creatures, awakened 
in his mind the idea of fumifliing them with the al« 
leviations he had drawn from thatfource, bypub- 
lifhing, in 1747, a book, entitled, ^^Confolations 
for Valetudinarians," which was as eagerly received 
as his other works, and tranflated into many differ- 
ent languages. The charader of Mentor, in this 
book, is a pidure, the principal features of which 
Gellert borrowed frt)m himfelf, a circumftance 
which makes it the more affeding, as it exhibit a 
faithful reprefentation of thofe fufferings, which al- 
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moft every day of hk life renewed* Hoivever yio« 
lent thefe attacks, nothing could flacken his zeal 
for the young academicians, whom he inftni&ed by 
his conver&tion and his l^ons. Each interval of 
liealth was made ufe of for the public. Whenever 
a walk in the fields^ or in theimiling bowers of 
Rofentfaal, had procured him any rdief^ he em- 
ployed himfelf in reviewfaig, corredmg* and af^« 
menting his dramatic works,- of which he prin^ a 
volume, in 1747* The next year he publlfiied the 
Continuation of his Tales and Fables. In his pre* 
face, he exprefies with a modeft candour, the plea* 
iiire he had received from the fuccefs of the firft 
part of that work. " To teftify my gratitude," &yg 
he, ^^ I know' no better way than to.lhow to con« 
noi&urs the joy I derive from their approbation/* 

It is neceflary to have felt anxioufly, the prcmd 
wifli of pleaimg the rational part of mankind, to 
have often feared not to deferve this honour, to re- 
coiled the trouble our works have coft us, all the 
alterations and corredions we have made in them^ 
attended frequently with more difficulty than com- 
pofition itfelf i t6 reckon up all thofe pieces we have 
had the courage to facrifice to the apprehenfion that 
they were not deferving of the pubfic eye ; it is ne- 
ceflary, I fay, to comprehend all thefe, to under- 
ftand how flattering the approbation of an enlight- 
ened judge is to an author } and. the high value he 
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fc^s eren on the.&tiified look of an inteitigent resu 
der> who Aops at particular paflages. Thefe fufira* 
ges ferve as a teftimony to the poet, that he has not 
wandesred far from nature, and that the fporthre ge« 
nia$of his mufe has neither wounded the laws of duty 
or propriety. " But,*' continues Gellert, ** will this 
fecond part anfwer to the idea entertained of the firfl? 
Let me not, in this queftion, be accufed of a h]£e mo* 
ddly, lather let inj one haftily conclude that it is 
produced by a bad confcience. I have taken as much 
pains in the compofition of thefe new &bles, as in 
thofe preceding them ; and it very feldom happens 
that an author who refpeds the public, can allow 
himfelf to write with negligence.*' In the continue 
ation of diis preface, he explains his reafons for en- 
tertaining the doubt he ezprefles, and that in a man- 
ner very inftru&ive both for writers and critics/ 
The' public has decided the queftion which Gellert 
would not take on himfelf to refolve, and pofterity 
will join us in deciding that the fecond part of his 
faUes is by no means unequal to the firft, as to in* 
vention and ftile, but furpafles it, in fome rei|>eS:s, 
becaufe it announces a riper judgment in the poet, 
and a more attentive obfervation of the beauties of 
nature.. This pratfe may, perhaps, to fome par* 
&ns9 appear fufpicious, and they will difok they 
difcover in it the ftile of friendfliip ; but when the 
queftion is to appreciate produdions beautiful in 
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thcmfehres, a&4 vififaly intexideilto coiteS the vices 
and follies of men whiift con£ril»mng to their amufe* 
ment, what equitable jadge would refufe to praiCe 
them, were they even the produ&^os of an ene« 
my ? to fpeak otherwife of them, to feek to depre«- 
date them, and boaft of fo doing, could only be 
done by an odious chara£);en The beft compofi« 
tions have their weak fides, and have flaws which it 
is proper to pdmt out : To extend admiratton even to 
fstults, would be a kind idolatry, unworthy of a free 
being. But if we ought to abftain from praifing the 
&ults, even of the greateft geniufes, their talents^ 
and the good ufe they make of them, fiirely de>- 
mand our higheft efteem* Not to obferve this juf* 
tice with regard to our author, would be a faili^ 
towards mankind, to which no one ever fliewed 
himfelf more friendly than Gellert. 

Gellert had lived about feven years with his inti- 
mate friends, the authors of the Bremen Journal.- 
The union which fubfifted between them was moft 
uncommon; for they were no lefs united byth^ 
agreement of their taftes, thdr talents, their writ^ 
ings and their views, than by redprocal attach- 
ment. 

At length, this fociiety difperfed : Zachary Gi- 
efieke^ and Klopftock, had quitted Ldpfick; Schmidi 
was called to Lunchourg, Gartner and Ebert, to 
Bnsnfwick ; Cramer^ to CroUwatz; and J(^ Adol- 
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phus Schlegd, to Pferta. Rabener alone^ pa&d 
fbme years more with his friend. Geliert felt the 
mote fenfibly the lofs of his other friends, from be- 
ing accuftomed to find part of that ferenity, of which 
his habitual melancholy deprived him, return in 
their fociety. His diforder encreafed ; but without 
prejudice to the exercife of his duties, and without 
fufpending the inilrudions he gave to the ftudeotts. 
The few comfortable moments he could difpofe of, 
he employed in making a colle£)ion of his letters, 
at the requeft of Rabener, or in compofing his mo-* 
ral poems ; his firft piece of this kind feems to be 
ene entitled Pride. 

Rabener had long wiflied that the epiftolary ftilc 
of his countrymen ihould acquire a more eafy and 
natural turn, and that thofe cuftomary forms, which 
made it ftiff and difFufe, fhould be banifhed from it 
His various afiairs and connexions, obliged him to 
write and receive many letters ; and from hence he 
was the firft to difcover the neceffity of a reforma- 
tion in the epiftolary ftile. He juftly thought, that 
no one was better calculated to contribute to this 
change than an author fo much efteemed and be- 
loved by the nation as Geliert. Sjiowing, however, 
Gellert's averfion to every new attempt in regard to 
works of literature, he had recourfe to ftratagem, 
and found means to engage him in this enterprife 
unawares to himfeif. He propofed to him to pulb- 
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IHh in concert ynih him feme annonymous letters^ 
and to engage their mutual friends to furnifli fome- 
thing towards this coiie^on. On thefe conditions 
Gellert, who had, at firft, (hewn himfelf very ir- 
refolute, confented to the propofal and chofe from . 
amongft fome letters he had written, of which one 
of his female friends had obtained copies, fuch as 
might anfwer Riibener's views. Weil fatisfied with 
his German Pliny, RUbener put by carefully thofe 
letters he defigned for the prefs, and then folicited 
Gellert to write on the epiftolary ftile, to point out 
the faults to be avoided in it, and to lay down fome 
principles of tafte proper to improve it. Gellert, 
who could never refufe to his friends any thing 
they eameftly defired, compofed a treatife on the 
fubjeft, and Rabener obtained of him leave to print 
it, togisther with the above mentioned letters. 

Gellert was far from entertaining a partial opinion 
of thefe letters. In 1768, he wrote thus to M. 
Schkgel, whilft a new general edition of his works 
was publiihing. *^ I cannot undertake to make any 
confiderable alteration in the text, and, neverthelefs, 
it would be neceffary to correft many things, parti* 
cularly in my letters and my plays. I have not 
yet had the courage to look at them. But I affure 
you that I am abfolutely incapable of undertaking 
the llighteft degree of alteration in them, and I 
could have wifhed that no complete colledion of my 
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works had ben publiflied dUi!ii^ my life, but tMn 
after my death, one of my friends would have r&> 
vifed them, f\4)prefled£>me of thein, and pubHih- 
ed the remaindfcr." 

Is it {)ofrible to believe, that an author who ex*' 
p^efTes himfelf with fo much modefty, couM be at>» 
tacked by the moft bitter criticifms dn his worib ? 

After the pifbUcaticm of the letters, Gdlert in 
1754 publiihed his dida£^ic |>oems, and (bmelalet 
compofed many years before. The Germans ihad 
been long accuftomed to require in poetry^ a mor^ 
lively colouring, more warmth, and.more'enchafiiAa 
than was to be found ia thefe poenra. It is, AenBt- 
fore, not fur priiing that they fhould have been Ida 
liked than his fables. GreUert was aware of dik:^ 
but without being more diflatisfied with them, than 
with the earlier produ&ions of his youth, not ftcaa 
the propenfity which poets fomethnels hare to prefer 
the leaft fuccefsful of their writings, as if to aydid 
to themfelves the fhame of confirming the public 
fentence, but becaufe he felt Ch&t no vanity could 
be mixed with his opinion, that thefe poems might 
be ufeful to thofe who do not difdain verfes that ate 
merely inflru£bive. Had any one queiUoned him 
on this fubjed, he would have readily owned, that 
his imagination no longer poflefled thslt fire and 
luftre, which pleafes fo much by its brilliancy in poe- 
tical compofitions j but had it depended on him to 
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pdGrfs thorn, he would, n^Y^rthelefs, have reftramed 
hiniidf from maldag ufe of much omamemt in this 
Icind of pt)etry ; in which he merejy propofed to 
himfelf to gift ulefui Icfib^LS with perfpicuity and 
ientimeAt ; h^SLvk be rather wiflied the attention of 
his readers to be fixed on the important truths be 
placed before them, than on the brilliancy of his 
inerfes ; perfuaded, that writtea in the fimpleft Aile, 
they may ]^eafe the heart, though a richer vein of 
poetry might be more gratifying to tafle* Thrfe 
poems will never fail to produce the efieft he pro- 
mifed hiinfelf. It is impoffible to read his poem en« 
titled the Chriftian, without forming a wiih and a 
refolution to reiadife this model. The colouring of 
tlus poem might indeed have had more fplradour^ 
but the ipild mixture of its tints poffefles a genide 
charm, and a beauty which pleafes more and more 
as we examine it. The featiments do not arife 
to enthufiaftn and paffion; they have rather the 
warmth pf a fpring morning, than the glowing heat 
^f a fummer^s day. finally, thefe poems are the 
touching e^cpreffion of a true love for virtue, and in 
GeHerts foal this was a mild and gentle fentiment 
Hefottght, particularly whilft compofing the Chrifti- 
an, to inqirefs his mind in the moft lively manner 
with a fenfe of the ineftimable bleffing of the re- 
demption. This piece was written in the fpace of 
eleven days } that is to &y, he devoted to it thofe 
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moments of leifure which the academical iabourg 
allowed him. " May I/' faid he, after having finifib^ 
ed it, ^^ reap the firft fruits of it myfelf ! May the 
ideas it developed ferve to re-animate me, when I am 
deprefled by melancholy ! O God, make it contri^ 
bute to the good of my foul 1" 

It was with thefe pious wiihes ever in view^ that 
Gellert had long laboured on the compofition of his 
facred fongs* He never let himfdf to this employ- 
ment without a ferious preparation, and without 
having his heart previoufly filled with the fentimoits 
he wiihed to exprefs. He dedicated his belt mo- 
ments to this employment, which he often fufpend- 
ed, till he had (till more deeply imprefled his own 
mind with the fentiments he wiihed to excite in the 
minds of his readers. ^^ I will for a time lay afide this 
work," fays Gellert in his Journal, ^< perhaps God 
of his grace will infpire my mind with new vigour 
and improve my prefent difpofitions." When he 
thought himfelf poflefled of thefe in a requifite de- 
gree, he expreifed them in his hymns ; but that they 
might be of general utility, he endeavoured to 
adapt his ideas and emotions to the general capacity^ 
and to the degree of intelUgmce, penetration and 
fenfibility, which each Chriftian might poffi^s.— - 
Though Gellert had compofed his facred fongs 
with the greateft care, he wifhed to communicate 
them to his friends and profit by their advice^ brfore 
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he gave them to the public. He fent them, there- 
fore, to his frimds at Leipfick, at Zerbft, at Copen* 
hagen, at Berlin, and at Brmifwick, who entered 
into his views : and, in confequence of their re* 
marks, he altered feveral pieces. His gratitude to 
them for this fervids, fhews how much he had it 
at heart to give all poffible perfe£libn to thefe facred 
fongs. " Amongft my friends," writes he; in one of 
his letters, " Profeffor Schlegel of ZerBft, and my 
dear Heyer have diftinguiihed themfelves on this 
occafion. The firft of thefe has read my facred 
£t>ngs over three times, and acquitted himfelf of the 
office of critic, with an unpitying feverity, and a 
wonderful fagacity ; can I ever fufficiently thank 
him? The other revived my courage ; for, whiUt em- 
ployed in making corredions, the pen was ready to 
fall from my hand. Excellent man! Sometimes, 
he vras my cenfor, at others my copied. God grant 
that thefe facred fongs may fulfil their end when I 
Hiall have ceafed to live !" It is needlefs to expatiate 
fmrther on their merit; they have been &id to 
prove that their author wanted genius, but it k 
equally needlefs to clear them from this injufBce. 
Thefe facred fongs bear the faithful inipreffion of 
Gellert's cbarader : They ihew how deeply his mind 
was penetrated with the pr6cq>ts of religion, how 
readily he acquiefced in its myfteries, how much he 
defired to be as good as this heavenly guide invites 
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us to become ; they fhew his unfeigned humility, 
the moderation of hi$ wiihes, his love for his feUow 
creatures, his efforts to promote their happinefs, and 
to fuhdue them to the benevolent empire of virtue 
and true piety. He frequently ufes the language 
of fcripture, but he prefers to metaphorical expref- 
fions, thofe which addrefs themfelves direftly to the 
heart. The fame choice appears in his hynms, 
which contain more realbning than warmth, and are 
more intended to inftrud, than to difplay fentiment. 
The authors of the Gottingen Journal pubtiihed 
fome difadvantageous extra&s from this work. G^ 
lert's mode of thinking and feeling was not con- 
fidered by them in its true Ught, and the journalHb 
prefci%ed rules in regard to his facred fongs, which 
a poet ought to be on his guard againft adopting^ 
if he "si^ihes to labour for general edification. The 
Juniverfal fuccefs of our author's facred fongs is the 
beSi refutation of this criticifm* In the mean time, 
tmr poet did not difavow bdng hurt by it : He ap- 
prehended that it might prove an pbfkicle to the 
ialutary impreflions he hoped they would make, or, 
atleaft, weaken them: This appgrehenlion mi|fl, 
however, have vanifhed very fbon : The opinion of 
the Gottingen journaliils was the only one of its 
kind, and the work they cenfured was eagei^y re- 
ceived by all the friends of religion. 

No one W9s better aware thaQ RUbener of the 
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tn^its of liis friaxd$ focred foBgs, iK>r has better «9c«. 
preffed it, ttiaa he lias done in a letter ivfakh ftaH 
be ^reh bere» becaufe it makes do le& die eulogiiim 
of his cktXBtSbeXjh than of bi( facijed fongs* 

" Hdw great is your inodefty, my dear Gellert^ 
to oonfider the approbation I beftow ca your iacsed 
£>Qgs, as .part, of your reward for your iaboor in vniu 
b^ them ! This approbatiom is entirely your due, 
2^ "mmc of your readers can xefiife it to you, usitefe 
they have the misfortune to be the enemies x£ 
talents and religion* TiU mow I have considered 
you as my beft -firi^d, I loved you te&derly and fini- 
cerelyf I did not believe flay efteem for you was 
fufbeptibleof inoreafe; lean, however, aflure yon 
that it is gr^tly augmes^d. You have al«8ays ^ 
peared to me highly deferving of a&ddoa, but nonr 
I confider you as a being worthy of reverence.. I 
ufe this q)ich^ in its inoft enlai!ged acceptation, ift 
the fenfe formerly attached to it^ before it was 
thrown away oib fo many who. do not deferve it* 
Doubt not for an inftant of your lacred fongs doing 
good. Known fo advancageoufly as you are, you 
have doubly Teaibn tohope it; asfo manyother pmoft 
of your talents juftly ^prejudice in your favour, 
a public who exped nothing from your pen i>ut 
accompliihed produdions, didated by virtue, and 
calculated to infpire it. How greatly vA\ dieiptlb^ 
Uc efteem for your writings contribute to the 
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progfefs of our holy religion! Your fables and 
your moral poems have prepared the minds of your 
readers, to admit the fublime ideas they will find in 
your facred fongs. The partifans of religion will 
make ufe of them, to confound thofe light mind- 
ed men, who imagine that genius can only be 
applied to works of vain amufanent. And thofe 
who think thus, will learn to love the truths which 
are prefented to them, under an afped fo attradive* 
Such, my dear Gellert, are the happy eflS^s they 
muft produce on thofe who read your works with- 
out knowing you otherwife : What, then, will be their 
effed on thofe who have, by perfonal acqusuntance 
with you, been enabled to read in your foul ! I have 
often told you, I value your excellent heart ftill 
more than your underftanding ; and if I had never 
told you fo, the perufal of your facred fongs would 
have drawn from me this avowal. It is impoifible 
you fhould have written fo well, and in fo perfuafive 
a manner, if you were not yourfelf fully convinced 
of thefe divine truths. I believe a penetrating eye 
always difcovers the moft artful hypocrite, under 
whatever mafk he may try to conceal himfelf. V, 
knows how-to fet forth in his verfes the fineft max- 
ims to deify humanity and virtue, and pompoufly to 
introduce religion on the fcene ; he fucceeds in 
pleafing ; but can he ever edify ? No ! his indecency, 
his avarice, and his odious levity, make us fufpeA 
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Ub momUty, hU rel^n, and his maxims of virr 
ttte. Struck with the contraft l>etweeii his writings 
aiid his principles, is it poifible to approve fuch a 
man ; feeing, on one fide, fo much elevation, and^ 
tm the other, fo^udh to call forth our contempt ? 
** How grave you have made me, my d^ar Gellertj 
and, neverthelefs, I feel a pleafure in cpnv^ng with 
you thus, very fuperior to any I have enjoyed in 
mtiog to you the gayeft and moft playful letters^ 
What an excdlent friend you are ! I now feel the 
full vahie of your friendfliipb I c^e fay thjngs to 
you, that I fliould not venture to fity to any one dfe, 
hecaufe they would appear too mudi like flattery ; 
but you, my honeft Gellerti you know your Rabener, 
who do€s not like to offend, but who ftill more 
avoids flattery, and when I fay, that you have my 
fiiflEtage as to die edificatbn your readers will re- 
ceive, and that they will be convinced of the beauty 
of your foul, I exprefs a truth, which fiiendflup and 
feeling require me to own. 

*« Tpu vnfh to know whether I approve your refo- 
lujdcm of Qot wri^g any more. I will not yet ex- 
:plain myfelf on that fubje£|k : In the mean time, I 
own a hope that your proje£i of retiring into the 
country is but a vague idea. Do not abandon your 
foSt^ so long as you have ftr^ngth to cultivate the 
Ibesxrt and underftanding of youth. You can never 
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be without the neceffaries of life, and if God grants 
peace to our country, things will be fo fettled in 
the univerfity, that you will have a more decent re- 
venue. 

^^ That I may terminate this letter with the fame 
ferenity I began it, I will fay nothing of our prefent 
circumftances. When fhall I fee you again, and 
when ihall we enjoy the fweets of a calm and undi- 
fturbed converfation ? Let the fiiend of mankind, 
the fenfible, the pious Gellert, here receive my 
adieus. I embrace him, and thank heaven for hav« 
ing bellowed on me the gift of fuch a friend.'^ 

Such were the impreffions made by Gellert's &• 
cred fongs on the mind of his friends ; and they 
were equally prized by all thofe who were attached 
to religion, in both the proteftant churches. Even 
amongft the Roman catholics, many ecdefiaftics va- 
lued them as they deferved. In the heart of Bohe- 
mia, where it could hardly be expeded that the good 
modern authors ihould be read, a pious country 
curate was fo much affeded by thefe fsicred fongs, 
that he not only wrote to the author to teftify his 
admiration of them, but even endeavoured to per- 
fuade him to embrace the Roman catholic religion, 
from an idea that Gellert could not but think more 
juftiy on the neceiSty of good works than Luther ; 
of whofe doftrine, he, probably,knew only what Bcl- 
larmin, or other controvertial writers, have faid of it. 
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Our poet took occafion from that, vitlumt, however, 
^■efUng himfelf into a maker of converts, to give 
this honeft man a more juft idea of Luther's prin- 
ciples. One of the moil noble and illuftriious houfes 
of Milan, gave him alfo, by means of an ecclefiaftic, 
certainly more free from prejudices than the Bohe- 
mian, the moft touchis^ afliirances of the edifica- 
tiim with which his fadred fongs were read in their 
fanuly, and of the efteem with which all his works, 
but efpecially thefe, had infpired them for the author. 
<^s virtue and true piety cannot be dsmgerous in any 
ilate, whatever ccmftitudons and laws the reining 
religbn may have eftabUflied, Gellert's writings 
were accepted, in catholic countries, from the pro- 
hibition to read books written by thofe they call 
heretics. At Vienna, where, at that time, much 
rigour was obierved on this point, in vifiting the 
baggage of a young man of quality, Gellert's fa- 
cred fopgs, which he ufed for his edification in his 
travels, were found. He dreaded not being per- 
mitted to keep them i but Baron San Swieten re- 
aflured our traveller, and faid to him, " Thefe 
writings are not comprehended in pur prohibition ; 
we all, here^ admire the works of Gellert !" 

Twelve years of G«llert's life were fpent in writ- 
ing thefe works, (oj ufisful to the public, and lo ho- 
nourable to himfelf. Ufefijl, . however, as thefe 
tyiititgs were to the Germans, they may be faid tp 
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be xnerety the occupadoiis of his Idfiire hoots, &r 
he devoted the greateft patt of hk time to die ia>* 
ibudion and improvement of the academiad youth* 
He taught beUes lettres to his difciples, explaiiied 
io them the rules of poetry and eloquence, exerdfed 
them in cotnpofing according to thefe rules, and 
formed their ftile and their tafte, by habituatii^ 
them to write with perfprcuity, and to give an eaiy 
natural air to thek produ£fcions« Thefe leffi>ns were 
univerfally admired ; icholars oi every rank, efpe- 
eially the young nobility, of various countms, who 
ftudied at Leipfick, ran eagerly to hear Gellert 
He would not feek to obtain any public empbys. 
ment % on one hand, becaufe he feared not being 
able to dilcharge its fun£tiotis properly, suid, on die 
other, becaufe his modefty made him befieve he 
had no greater chum than others to the fkvdur of 
the court. Rewards feldom go to meet merk, much 
lefs do they feek it, and the reafcm is plain, the 
great feldom grant their prote£Bon but from vanity, 
and to obtain d^ndants, or from intereft to pro^- 
cure creatures to tl]^mfelves« Gellert, therefore^ 
had nothing to exped from them : He woutd not 
live in dependance, and he could not be ufeliil to 
the great. His reputati<m, fiowever, reached the 
court, and excited fome attention there. Tlie &r- 
vices he did the academy, became known Aere ^ 
and it was even wiflied that he would fotidi flie 
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tSiargt of profefibr extraorduary in philofophy * Bh 
6mid$j pardcuiarly R'abeaer and Wagner^ c^eiv 
miaed him to this, and having obtained this ei» 
ploymenty with a penium, in 17519 he b^an.10 
give public leflbns in poetry and eloquence to a very 
niunerous audience. Th^e inftru^tioiis feemed (0 
tend only to oilighten and adorn the underftand* 
ing; but, bc^in his le&mh ^^ in ,the £sumlar 
converiations he held with his difciplcs, he knevl^ 
how to form their hearts, and inf}»re them no lefs 
with the love of virtue,. than of the iicicnce&. Alt 
the young people who frequiented the coUqges, and 
were otherwise acquainted with hkn, for they had 
all free acce& to him, loved him, and were deeply 
affeded by the seal with which he applied himfelf 
to make them mdre able, and, at the fame tioM^ 
more virtuous and anuaUe* AU were ambitbus of 
his efteem i and that alone was fufficient to ke^ 
ihem within bounds^ and ^eterve them from liben- 
tinifm. They found, in the.iame man, their friend 
and inftru&or j and his advice made fo much the 
deeper in^reffion on them, inafinuch, a3, whiUt with 
all the marks of the tendered intereft, he recom- 
aiended to them piety and virtue, as the twe road 
to hai^ineis, his ows example, and the purity of 
his manners, added the greatefl: wdght to his ex* 
hprtations. 
. GdUertnever failed to prc^Mire himfelf for giinlag 
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his leffi)Os, however familiar the fubje&s he tnea^ 
to treat on might be ; for no one could have a more 
modeft opinion, and be more miftruftful of Ins me^ 
mory and his talents than he'himfelf was. He me* 
ditated before hand, not only on the things he had 
to fay, but even on Ae expreffions he ihould make 
ufe of J and, in order to make himfelf more and 
more ufeful to his difciples, he applied, indefatiga^ 
bly, as much to the improvement of his ftile, as to 
extending the fphere of his knowledge* What diiL 
tinguiflied his mode of teaching was, not only the or- 
derand the perfpicuity withwhichhetaught,butfome- 
thing graceful and infinuating in his manner, joined 
to a peculiar attention to fpeaking naturally, and en«» 
tirely without aJFe£lation* He permitted himfelf no 
ufelefs digreffions, no ptaifes of his own method, no 
fatirical £dlies againft the other profeflbrs, none of 
thofe little artifices, fometimes made ufe of in the uni* 
verfities, to amufe the audience, and to attrad the 
crowd. Thus, his lefTons were not only a fchool of 
fcieiKe, but alfo of virtue, and of that modefty which 
equally emb^liihed virtue andfcienc& He knew how 
to adapt himfelf to the different capacities of his dif^ 
ciples, who exercifed themfelves under his direct 
tion, in writing and compofilion ; and he fo wifely 
tempered his praifes and his criticifms, that, on one 
hand, he never difcouraged^ by too much feverity, 
thofe of flender capacity } nor, on the odier, fpo^d 
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thofe who had fuperior talenta, fay exceffive prsufes, 
which would have rendered them prefumptuoos and 
negligent. The greater their progrefs, the more he 
l^uired of them ; and he endeavoured always to 
preferve in their minds, a modeft and.ufeful mif* 
truft of thanfdves. It was with this view, that, 
fpeaking of his own works, he owned that he 
found many things to corred, with which he had 
formerly been very well fatisfied. He went lb &r 
as to point out to them the iaults which had efeapdd 
him, in order to teach them, by the feverity with 
which he judged himfelf, not to be eafily fatisfied 
with their own writings, or to have too high an opi^ 
nion of them. 

In thefe details, we have not confulted the par- 
tiality of fHendihip, but pure truth ; of this, no one 
can be ignorant who knew GeUert ; and as to the 
views he propofed to himfeif, they are clearly in- 
dicatedy in the little dificourfes he was in the habit 
of addreffing to his difciples, on beginning and end- 
ing Ms lelTons. For example, on th^ opening one 
of his ledures on eloquence and poetry, he thus ex- 
prefies himfelf, " However neceffary the rules of thefe 
two arts maybe, it is <;ertain they cannot bellow the 
talent of thinking juftly, and writing well. They are 
laws, of which it is not allowable to be ignor^t, but 
of which we mud make a juft and prudent applica- 
tion J and which, like civil laws, muft, in certain 
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cafes, be extended, modified, and often violated* 
It is very poifible to know, and to follow in wrip 
ting, the rules of eloquence, whether in prdfe or 
poetry, and, neverthelefs, to write very ill ; frequent- 
ly the worfe, the more fcrupuloufly we think to 
conform ourfelves to thefe rules. Obferving them, 
therefore, is not the only thing neceflary ; the effisa- 
tial requifite, is to know if we have attained the end 
we ought to propofe to ourfelves, in fuch work&» 
the beautiful and the good, the ufeful and th^ 
agreeable, the energetic and the pathetic. TI& 
cannot be decided at the tribunal of rules, but at 
that of tafte and fentiment. In this we muft exa- 
cife ourfelves from early youth, if we wifli to write 
welL It is to animate you to this, to ferve you for 
a guide to it, gentlemen, that I am called. I 
offer you my directions ; and the works which 
you may fubmit to my criticifm, I promife you to 
examine widi care, and to judge with candour 
and modefty. Entruft me with your prodi^ons ; 
let them be in profe or in verfe, letters, chs^ad^s, 
diflfertations, difcourfes, or poems. I engage myfi^ 
to read them, in this audience, if they feem to me 
to deferve it, and to accompany them with critical 
obfervations on their pbn and on its execution, and 
to poiat out the beauties and the faults I difcov^r 
in them ; but I will never name the author, with- 
out his permiifion* If the writing dott not s^ipesir 
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to me fuffic^tly good to be read publicly, I will 
give my opinion of it to its author in private ; for it 
is not my intention to humiliate any one whatever, 
but to give ufefiil advice. I do not mean to ex* 
elude lively and playful writings ; for, I flatter my* 
felf, that none will ever be prefented to me that 
breathe a fpirit of libertinifm, or that may be hurt* 
fill to morals. I alfo propofe to myfelf to read 
with you, from time to time, fome feled pieces, 
compofed by ancient or inodern authors ; for no- 
thing fo much eiKercifes and forms the tafte and un« 
derflanding, as to analife the beauties of great writ- 
ers. Sometimes, in order to infpire you with dif- 
guft for bad or indifferent writing, I will read to 
you fome fuch compofitions, and criticife them ra^ 
lionally. At the fame time, gentlemen, do not 
fuppofe thkt I wifh to excite you to become au« 
thors J you need not fear any temptation to this 
from me. An author ought to poflfefs genius, a 
ripe judgment, and learning ; he who poffefles 
thefe qualities, need not be excited to write, and 
whoever has them not, will never be a good writer. 
A violent paffion for verfe-making often aifails 
us in our youth j but, in order to cure thofe ge- 
niufes not much favoured by nature, I will tell 
you what qualities Ariftotle, Horace, Vida^ and 
Boileau require in a good poem. When you are 
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well informed on this point, you certainly will fed 
no temptation to become indifferent poets." 

Another difcourfe with which Gellert terminated 
Jiis leffons on the rules of poetry, does no lefs ho- 
jiour to his knowledge and fentiments. " How 
happy Ihould I think myfelf," faid he, " if the pains 
i have taken do not prove wholly fruitlefs, and if I 
,have made you fenfible bow much I havewilhed to 
be ufef ul to you ! I have endeavoured to fliew you 
what poetry is, to charaderife its different fpedes, 
and to mark their different tones and colourings ; in 
a word, by rules and example^, I have applied my* 
felf to inftru£t you, both in poetical objeds, and in 
poetical ftile*. I own that thefe will not make you 
poets ; but if nature has given you a poetical ge- 
nius, the rules by which it ihpuld be regulated caa- 
jiot be ufelefs : they will dired your talent, and the 
examples will complete your inftruffion. Even 
thofe who are not deftined, ihall I fay, to the hap- 
pinefs, or the misfortune of being poets ? may, never- 
thelefs, profit by the leffons I have given you m an- 
other manner. Without being themfelves capable 
of writing poetry, they will be enabled to read with 
tafte and advantage the poems of others ; they will 
become connoiffeurs, and the judges of poets. It 
is not true that we cannot pfaife or critidfe a thing, 
without being ourfelves able to do it better. More- 
over, the knowledge of poetry and of its rules> 
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arts are nearly conneded with one another. I have 
particularly made it my ftudy to infpire you with 
the noble and praife-worthy defire of being judges 
and critics, I have fet you the example, by judg- 
ing my own vroxks with feverity as well as yoursi 
Read with care and feeling the bed ancient and nu> 
dem poets. Do not be in hafte to compofe your* 
felves.- Confult your powers* Apply yourfelves 
to dired your genius by a fevere judgment, and to 
regulate the fire of your imaginations. Confult 
connoiiTeurs j fubmit your produdions to their cri- 
ticifms, and profit by their advice and corredions. 
Do not overlook any thing in yourfelves ; judge 
yourfelves impartially ; fear not labour, and think, 
for your encouragement, of the prize refervcd for 
the poet,--:-the efteem of many ages ; a prize too 
glorious to be obtained by weak smd languid efforts. 
An in&llible means of pleafing, is to extend and 
inlprove men's ideas, to choofe objeds which may 
touch and intereft them, which move and enlight- 
en them, to make them fenfible of truths, and to 
put them m a£Uon ; in a word, we fucceed in plea- 
fing when we know how to occupy the head and 
the heart at the fame time* The poet fhould, there- 
fore, enlighten his own u^derftandlng more and 
more, and awaken more the love of virtue in his 
h€art. T# infpire a tafte for what is good and beau^ 
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tifiil, is the end he fhould have in view. Let> him* 
Mways affociate the ufeful with the agreeable, and 
he may be certain of pleafmg, as long as men are 
men. Let your verfes be hymns in honour of rea« 
fon, of virtue, and of religion, and your verfes, if 
they are otherwife good, will certainly be applaud- 
ed. On this condition, gentlemen, I dare, in the 
name of future ages, promife you glory and immor- 
tality. If you fpread an air of chearfubiels over 
« your poems, let even your playfulnefs be inftruc- 
tiv(, or, at leaft, innocent ; and let the fallies of 
your wit be always under the controul of decency 
and morality. If you allow yourfeives in raillery^ 
let folly and abfurdity be ever the objeds of your 
pleafantry j but never wound your neighbour's ho- 
nour j never wound truth, which ought to make 
men wife and happy i and, ftill lefs, that truth which 
we have received from our Redeemer, I mean re* 
ligion. How many poets have there been, who 
have abufed their wit and their talents by turning 
virtue, and every thing refpedable, to ridicule! 
Horrible deviation ! as if it were necelSary to be a It* 
berune and wicked, as if it were neceflary to forget 
our Creator and Redeemer, to be a great writer ! 
A poet who has to reproach hin^felf with having 
reduced an innocent heart by the charms of his poe* 
try; a poet, whofe impious and licentious ver&s 
continue to corrupt bis readers long after bis deaths 
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and, perhaps, during many ages-— is not this wretch 
a thoufand times more criminal than he, who by 
fleel or poifon, attempts men's lives ? Honour and 
glorify God by your poetry, I conjure you, gen- 
tlemen, as my friends and brothers ; honour him, 
by contributing to extend the dominion of wifdom 
and virtue amoo^ men. Exalt and glorify his ma- 
jefty by your writings, penetrating your minds 
with the idea of the fupreme being, and you will, 
at the fame time, fill your underfbndings and your 
hearts with the nobleft and fublimeft thoughts a(id 
fentiments. If you devote yourielves to theology^ 
contribute to procure, for the ufe of the church, 
good fpiritual fongs, and reflect:, that one fingle 
hynm may kindle the fire of religion and piety in 
many hearts.** 

Thus Gellert inftruded his difdples ; but, in the 
nudft of thefe honourable labours, a terrible hypo- 
chondriac afie&ion, made his life a continual feries 
of fuffering. He was tormented with this malady 
from the year 1 75a, efpecially during fummer. He, 
neverthelefs, obferved the flri&eft diet, ever atten- 
tive both as to the quality and quantity of his food, 
and very exad in taking exerdfe } this, however, 
could not prevent his days from being melancholy 
and painful, and his nights agitated by watchful- 
nefs, or by frightful dreams. Sleep generally weak- 
ened, rather than refrelhe4 him. He was conti- 
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nually dUlrefled with oppreifions on his lungs ; and 
the powers of his mind became languid, owing to 
the continual fuiFerings and uneafmefs of his body* 
He very feldom felt that vivacity and cbearfulnefs 
which is a natural fign of a free circulation of the 
blood and humours. An extraordinary melancho-o 
ly, and Infurmountable langour, the effeds of his 
cruel malady, darkened his foul. It feemed to him^ 
fometimes, that his memory only ferved to recal 
to his mind and make prefent to him, what- 
ever difagreeable drcumftances might have occurred 
in his paft life. Though he had conftantly recourfe 
to reafon and to religion, to get the better of his 
imagination, it, neverthelefs, was continually pre- 
fenting him with black and melancholy images, and 
exciting in his mind ideas which he abhorred. All 
thofe truths, on which he formerly dwelt with fo 
much pleafure, appeared to have loft, to him, all 
their charms and fweetnefs. When we poflefs our^ 
felves, we wreftle, if I may fo fay, with our fuffer- 
ings, and ftrive to fupport our diftrefles with firm* 
nefs. GcUert endeavoured, therefore, to guard him- 
felf from all impatience, he frequently occupied him- 
felf in religious meditations, he did not allow any 
interruption in his pious exercifes ; but he grieved 
that his weaknds would not allow him to coneGt 
certain abfences of mind, which hindered him from 
coUeding his ideas m he would have wiihed, in his 
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hours of retirement, and from acquitting himfelf of 
thofe duties M^ith as much tafte and pleafure as he 
did formerly. 

The medical art, and the afliftance of phylictans, 
feldom afforded him any diminution of his fuffer- 
ings. The baths of Lauchftadt, and of Carlibad, 
which he ufed two following years, 1753 ^^^ ^754> 
procured him, it is true, fome relief, but had not all 
the cSc&. he had promifed himfelf. He thus ex* 
prefles himfelf on his fecond journey, ** My ftay 
at Carlfbad, whither Dr Tilling, of Annaberg, ac- 
companied me, was not at all agreeable. I had 
hardly been there a few days, when I wifhed to 
leave it. The worthy Dr Tilling, teftified much 
friendfhip towards me, and nothing could exceed 
his attentions. May God reward him ! and blefTed 
be that benevolent God, v^ho preferved mt during 
my journey, and maintained me, at leaft, in a fup- 
portable ftate of health." Gellert called his health 
fupportable, becaufe he was not obliged to keep his 
bed, though, at the fame time, his depref&bns and 
-his fufferings were proof againft every effort of 
medicine, and made him infenfible to all the com- 
forts of life. Neither change of air, taken in his 
little joumies^ nor exercife, in general fo falutary to 
the health, nor the fufpenfion of his ordinary la* 
hours, nor the new acquaintances he made, and the 
connftfUons he formed, with men dilUnguiflied by 
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their rank and their amiable qualities, thetendemefs 
and unremitting attentions of his intimat^riends, 
nothing of all this, however fenfible he nxight be to 
fo many marks of efteemand attachment, could dif* 
fipate that involuntary melancholy, into which his 
foul was plunged, nor reftore him even to a part of 
his former chearfdlnefs. He thought himfelf too 
happy, when his fufferings allowed himfom« refpite 
now and then, and that fome lucid hours revived 
him a little, after whole weeks and months of gloomy 
melancholy. 

Thefe fufferings, fo feldom interrupted, were fo 
much the more diftrefling to him, as religion feemed 
to refufe him thofe aids and confolations, which he 
never ceafed feeking, in the meditation on the truths 
of chriftianity, and in the conftant exercife of pray- 
er. The more his fufferings encreafed^ the more 
}^e applied himfelf, even to a fcrupulous degree, to 
prevent the bad influence they might have on his 
piety, on his patience, on his refignation to the will 
of God, and on his zeal in acquitting himfelf of all 
his different duties. He watched, therefore, with* 
out ceafing over his thoughts, and every emotion of 
his heart ; attentive to all his difcourfe, to all his ac- 
tions, that nothing might efcape hiip, to occaHon 
himfelf reproach ; ever watchful againft that ex- 
ceflive fenfibility, fo natural to valetudinarians, that 
his fociety, might not become irkfpme tp his friends^ 
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or to his difdples, trhom he continually laboured to^ 
inftruft and improve. 

Una'ble to mailer that mveterate fadne&, ari- 
fing merely from the bad flate of his health, and 
which obfcured his foul in fpite of all his en- 
deavours, he determined that, at leaft, no one 
,&ould fuffer from it but himfelf. The fweet and 
afiedionate chara£ler which was natural to him, 
difplayed itfelf in his phyfiognomy, in his Ian- 
guid and mehncholy looks, and in the whole air 
of his countenance. To love him, it was only 
neceilary to fee him, and whoever had feen him, 
could no longer doubt whether he deferved to be 
loved. That virtue could never be fufEciently ad- 
mired, which fo immediately captivated every heart; 
"md the univerfal benevolence with which he was 
animated, and that defire of giving pleafure to every 
one around him, piercing through the cloud, which 
the fenfe of his fufferings fpread over his outward 
appearance, was inexpreffibly touching. 

But nothing could equal his gratitude to thofe of 
his fnends, who endeavoured to encourage and 
fupport him in his troubles. His journal gives an 
affe&ing proof of this ; in which he ufed to tran- 
fcribe the names of thefe kind friends, bleffing God 
for having bellowed them on him^ and befeeching 
him to reward them. When his complaints allow- 
ed him fome hours of refpite, he gave himfelf ups 
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with inexpreffible sirdour, to i^ou$ exetdfes; he 
endeavoured to exalt his devotion and gratitude 
for the goodnef$ of God, jiarticularly for the great 
beaefit of redemption Whatever he fuffered from 
the attacks of melancholy, they never hindered him 
from attending both public and private worfhip, or 
from acquitting hiqifelf of all the 4utie8 of his vo« 
cation. 

He made every poflible eflfort to banifh the diftra^*: 
tions which fometimes, in fpite of himfelf, difturb- 
ed his pious exercifes, perfuaded that thefe diftrac- 
tions, innocent, without doubt, when abfolutely 
involuntary, become criminal whenever we do not 
ftrive againft them as much as poifible. His atten- 
tion to his health was fcrupulous, and he never de-^ 
viated from the rules he had laid down to himfelf 
OA this fubjed, that he might, at lead, not have to 
reproach himfelf with being the caufe of wgment- 
ing his fufferings by his own negligence. He had 
acquired a habit of fludying till midnight ; but he 
abftained from it the moment he perceived that it 
heated his imagination, and often occafioned him 
diftreifing dreams. Nothing could exceed the con- 
tinual efibrts he made to improve, more and more, 
in Chriftian humility : He acknowledged, with re- 
gret, that he was naturally inclined to vanity, and 
applied himfelf with all his power to ftifle its emo« 
tions in their birth. The good he did, he wiibed 
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to do merely from the love of goodnefs^ and he 
dreaded nothing fo much as the felf^reproach of 
having performed his duties, more from a defire of 
applaufe, than from an inward fentiment of the ob- 
ligation he was under to perform thenu If in the 
ftate of fuffering, which was become habitual to 
him, he laboured (incerely to improve himfelf, he 
applied with no lefs zeal to the improvement of 
others ; and never did he experience more joy than 
when he had reafon to believe his efforts were not 
in vain. He, efpecially, had the tendereft com- 
paffidn for young men who were drawn into liber- 
tinifin, and laboured, with almoft paternal folici> 
tude, to reclaim them from their errors, or to pre- 
ferve in the path of virtue thofe who were in dan- 
ger of allowing themfelves to be feduced from it. 

The fwectfatisfaftion of finding thefe endeavours 
fonietimes fuccefsful ^ the tender attachment of 
friends, of all ranks and conditions ; the confi- 
dence repofed in him by fo many parents, who 
thought they could do nothing better for their 
children than to give them up to his direftion ; the 
refped and gratitude of the young people whom 
he had inftrufted, and condufted in the ways of 
virtue; finally, the letters he received from dif- 
ferent countries, and which informed him of the 
fuccefs of his writings, and the good which they 
did, by the blefling of God ; thefe were all fo many 
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rewards and confoladons, which encouraged hm 
to fuffer with patience and ferenity, and to continue 
bis u{eful labours, notwithftanding the def^orablt 
ftate of his health« It often happened to him, that 
Providence, in which he trufted and had alwayt 
before his eyes, procured him ailiftance and fub* 
jefts of rejoicing, entirely unexpeded. Men of let- 
ters, when piety and virtue breathe through their 
writings, become ufeful ta others, unknowingly to 
themfelves ; and their merit frequently makes the 
deeped impreffions on noble and generous hearts,r 
leading them to perform the brighteft afts of bene* 
Tolence and gratitude. Gellert often experienced 
this touching effeft from his works. We have al- 
ready mentioned a very coniiderable penficoi offered 
Jiim by aSilefian gentleman, (the baron de Crauffen) 
and when declined by Geller't for himfelf, bdtow- 
ed, by this generous friend, on Gellert's mother^ 
and continued to her till her death, a benefadioa 
>which her fon confidered as one of the greateft fe- 
licities of his life. 

The examples of fuch goodnefs of heart, are cer- 
tainly rare ; what is no lefs fo, is the gratitude tef* 
tilied to Gellert by a Pruffian officer, in a manner 
as unexpeded as agreeable* The writings of our 
author had deeply touched this young man ; he waa 
indebted to them for his return to virtue and reli- 
^on i and he bad long wiihed to teiUfy fai^ grati- 
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tude. Full of thefe fentiments, and being at Ldp- 
fick, whither he had come to receive an inheritance 
of five or fix thoufand crowns, he fought to make 
acquamtance with Gdlert. They met twice, at tht 
houfe of a common friend. At their third meeting, 
chance occafioned their being left together alone fps 
a few minutes. " O Sir/' faid the officer, with an ef- 
iufion of heart, accompanied by an interefting em- 
barraffinent, *^ you know not that I am your debtor I 
Yes, moft truly, I owe you much, and I entreat 
of you to accept this mark of my gratitude } but^ 
above all, do not give me any thanks.'^ *^ At the 
fame time,'' adds Gellert, who relates this adventure 
to his friend Count Maurice de Bruhl, ^^ he Aid into 
my hand a paper containing money. You, Sir, my 
debtor, you, whom J never faw till lately, and tp 
whom I never had the opportunity of doing any 
fervice V^ * O do not refufe me— accept, for hea- 
ven's fake, accept. Your writings have mad^ me 
more virtuous, they have reformed my principles, 
an advantage more precious than if I had gained 
the whole world. O ! your friend is returning, I 
befeech you, .refxft no longer, he muft not witnefs 
this, and fee my agitation.' ** I received the pre- 
fent," continues Gellert, *^ and I was fo much moved, 
and fo much affeded, that I could not make any 
anfwer. On my return home, I experienced a frelh 
emotiQii i for, on opening the paper, I fouad it 
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contained twenty louis-d'ors* This emotion was not 
produced by the fight of the gold — ^no, moft af- 
furedly, gold cannot excite a fentiment of joy equal 
to what I experienced ; it penetrates not to the foul. 
No, my dear count, a confufed idea, which I hard- 
ly dared admit into my mind, (becaufe the Supreme 
Being was prefent to my thoughts) the idea of my 
not being wholly ufelefs to the world, a confoling 
voice, which inwardly bade me take courage, and 
feemed to tell me, that my life was not deftined to 
be always fpent in melancholy and defpondency : 
-*-«^s is what gave me fo much emotion* Thou 
art ftill poffefied of fenfibility, faid I to myfelf ! It 
is not then impoffible for thee to be deeply affe£k« 
ed ! Thou wouldft willingly, m thy turn, give this 
gold to fome honeft man, provided thou couldfl 
always preferve the impreijEon made on thee by this 
event. There is nothing, continued I, with a gen- 
tle tremor, there is nothing, be it ever fo little, ^ 
which is not under the empire of Divine Provi- 
dence. May I not flatter myfelf, it may have dired-^ 
ed all this for my comfort ? O ! how great is the hap- 
pinefs I enjoy, in having improved the virtue of one 
of my brethren ! I drew near the window and look- 
ed towards heaven — ^But we fometimes experience 
certain emotions, which we neither can, nor ought 
to entruft, even to our moft intimate friends ; the 
moment we allow ourfelves to expr^fs tbem, it 19 to 
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be feared, Ibine little vanity may ci^ep into our 
hearts. It is enough if I tell you, my dear count, that 
it was a happy evening for me, for which I cannot 
too much blefs God. My beneficent friend defired 
me not to mention what pafled between us. No 
one ihall know it but you and my fifter. This 
young man had cured himfelf of fome prejudice he 
had conceived againit religion, meerly by reading 
fome good authors. He is now an eftimable officer, 
very regular in his conduft, and truly virtuous* 
There are, however, fome traces of melancholy in 
his countenance, but in him they are not unbe^- 
coming. He will die a foldier, becaufe he has well 
informed himfelf in the duties of his profeffion.** 

Nothing could be better timed for Gellert than 
this adventure. The attacks of his grievous ma* 
lady, were become more diftreffing than common ; 
his melancholy became daily more and more pro* 
found, and his hours of chearfulnefs and tranquili*p 
ty lefs frequent. But this fortunate event, by re* 
animating his fentiments of gratitude to God, fpreacl 
over his foul a ferene joy, which for fome time 
proved favourable to his health. It is true, his fuf» 
ferings too foon returned with frefh violence ; how* 
ever, fuch comforts as that he had juft experienced; 
did not fail to revive his ' diflrefled fpirits, and to 
fecond the efforts he continually made to excite 
himfelf to patience,, aftd cc§fidence in Go4* It 
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was alfo with this view^ that lie freqoently occupied 
himfelf with the grand ideas of eternity. In his 
folitary walks, whether in the country or amongft 
the tombs, he chiefly propofed to himfelf, to gain 
courage and awaken his mind to refignation, by 
meditating on the ihortnefs of a life fo painful and 
melancholy, and on the near approach of death, 
which terminates all our fufierings here below, and 
delivers virtue from all the combats it is called to 
m^tain in this world. 

We have alrealy faid, that Gellert feized every 
poffible occafion of infpiring others with the noble 
fentiment with which he himfelf was animated. 
*• Take care" he writes to a friend of his, " that 
the tumult of a court does not flifle in you the voice 
of truth and virtue. I know how difficult it is to 
overcome the innumerable temptations of ambition 
and voluptuoufnefs ; flrength and courage are cer- 
tainly neceflary to fucceed in fo doing i but I know 
to whom I fpeak^ and am acquainted with all the, 
greatnelsofyour heart and mind. Confider, mydear 
count, how glorious will be your vidory, if in the 
midft of a courts and at the age moft under the domi- 
nion of the paffions, you refift the fallacious charms 
of voluptuoufnefs, and the deceitful promifes of am- 
bition. When, after having liftened to the voice of 
wiidom and your own confcience9 you have fo nobly 
ttiunophed^ you viil ^ftc the pureft joy ; latisfi^d 
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with yourfelf, you will blefs the faithful friend who 
will have dared to fet your duties before you, and 
animate you to the performance of them. There 
exift in the world, defpicable beings, who become 
our flatterers, to make us wretched. There exift 
vile men, who cannot endure that we fliould ele- 
vate ourfelvcs above them, by real merit, and 
who have recourfe to a thoufand artifices to lower 
us, by making us fhare in their irregularities and 
ignominy. But, what am I faying ? Pardon the 
fcntiment which infpires me with this fpirit of mo- 
ralizing. It would be oflfenfive, if it were not dic- 
tated by friendfhip ; but it is merely the effufion of 
a heart which eftcems you, which loves you, and 
which wiflics to love and admire you through eter- 
nity." 

Gellert was naturally ihore fenfible, than he 
would have wiihed, to the praifes and criticifms of 
which he was the obje£i, and often complained to 
his friends, of this extreme fufceptibility. There 
is no author, whatever pains he may take to bring 
his works to perfeftion, however pure and excel- 
lent may be his intentions, that can hope to be ihel- 
tered from the fliafts of a malignant criticifm. There 
exift, every where, enemies to real merit, who bufy 
themfelves, not only to depreciate good produdions, 
but to throw a fufpicion on the moral charader of 
the kuthor. This has been the fate of Gellert du- 
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ring his life, as well as after his death. In fome 
publication, I know not what, the author dared to 
attack him, not only on his works, but on the pu- 
rity of his intentions and views. To an outrage of 
this nature, he could not but be very fenfible, but 
he bore it with patience, though he owned, that it 
was not without difficulty that he triumphed over 
his refentment. " I will,** iays he, in his Journal, 
" confider this fatire, as if it did not exift ; let them 
outrage and criticife me as they will, I fhall, affured- 
ly, be grieved at it, but I will never reply. My 
readers muft decide on the rank I defcrve to hold 
amongft authors.** In another letter, dated, 1755, 
he fays, fpeaking of this fame pamphlet, " People 
pretend that it is written by the Baron de ♦ 

How can I have oflFended that man ? Certainly, he 
cannot know me, if he treats me in fo outrageous 
a manner. I would not afl: thus by the moft defpi- 
cable of human creatures. To defame a man, to 
try to make him odious to his cotemporaries, and 
to pofterity. Oh ! it is horrible ! my heart bleeds 
when I think of it. Why did I not rather remain 
in obfcurity ? But, you will fay, we ought to be 
refigned and patient. I allow it ; but it is very dif- 
ficult to be fo, and would ceafe to be a virtue were 
it not. When I wifli, with the pfalmift, not to be- 
come an objeft of derifion to my enemies, I endea- 
vour to think, that even our enemy may be ufeful 
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to us, and ought to make us wife.*' There are fome 
authors, who, attacked as Gellert was, keep fi- 
lence, becaufe they defpife their adverfary ; Gel- 
lert kept filence, without being infenfible to the 
outrage, becaufe he thought himfelf called upon, on 
this occafion, to the exercife of patience and humi- 
lity. 

. The calamities of war, which, ever fince i ^^^^^ 
had defolajted Germany, and other neighbouring 
ftates, determined Gellert to withdraw himfelf, for 
fome time, from Leipfick. He wiihcd, befides, 
to try if a prolonged refidence in the country, might 
not, in fome degree, mitigate his fufferings, by in- 
termitting thofc labours, which had, for many years, 
kept his mind conftantly on the ftretch. He went 
to Bonan, to the houfe of M. le Chambellan de 
Zettwitz, that he might enjoy the company of that 
gentleman and his wife, and that of M. le Comte 
de Vitzhum, and his family. Thefe perfons, much 
diftingui(hed by their birth and merit, had long 
honoured him with a friendfhip, which did credit 
to themfelves, and which he confidered as one of 
the greateft benefits beftowed on him by Providence. 
He had been only a fliort time with thefe friends, 
when the approach of the armies obliged him to 
accompany them to Eifenberg. Returning from 
thence, with them, to Bonan, he caught cold, in a 
walk he took pretty late in the evening, at Meineweh, 
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a place belonging to M. de Schonberg, whom he 
reckoned amongd his deareft iriends. 

A violent pleurify was the confequence of this 
cold, and the fever attending it increafed to fuch 
a degree, that both himfelf and his friends began to 
fear for his life. He was dcftined, however, to 
be yet longer ufeful to the world, and recovered, 
contrary to all expeftation. This mercy of Provi- 
dence, the tender care of the generous family, in 
the bofom of which he was attacked by this iU- 
nefs, the alfiduity of Dbdor Springfield, phyfician 
at WeifTenfels, the attention of the Pruffian comman-- 
der of this town, who ordered a free paflage to be 
allowed to every meiTenger who came there to feek 
affiflance for the interefling Gellert, the eagemefs 
with which his friends from Leipfick came to fee 
him, all thefe circumftances, penetrated his heart 
with the livelieft gratitude. 

He mentioned few of the events of his Kfe with 
fo much emotion as this deliverance : *' O how fo- 
iemn and formidable is the firfl flep towards eter- 
jiity !** fays Gellert, in a letter to Count Maurice 
de Bruhl. " What a difference between the ideas' 
we form to ourfelves of death, when in the enjoy- 
ment of good health, and thofe which poiTefs our 
mmds on the borders of the grave I Where is the 
hero who does not tremble in this terrible moment, 
unlefs religion, like an angel from heaven, comes: 
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to ftrengthen him ? I expe£ted to die ; yet, by the 
goodnefs of God, I ftill live ! O how can I, in a 
manner fufEciently ufeful, employ this fecond life 
beftowed on me ! But how long will it continue ; 
and, fuppofe it fliould be much lodger, will it not 
run on with the fame rapidity as my preceding 
years ?*' It was with thefe fentiments that Gellert 
received again his life, which he had already offered 
a facrifice to the will of God. But, a conftitution, 
fuch as his, already tired by fo much fuffering, 
could recover but flowly from fuch an attack, and 
was never entirely re-eftabliflied. His ufual hypo* 
chondriac complaints, returned with his health ; 
and, as he did not feem likely to receive much re- 
lief from ^ longer ftay in the country, he determin- 
ed to return to Leipfick, in order to refume his 
ufual occupation's. 

Some months after his return, he received th<j 
melancholy news of the death of one of his deareft 
friends, the Baron de Cronegk. This lofs was the 
more affliding to him, as he had conceived the 
moft fanguine hopes of the good this young man 
might do in the world, not only by his rare talents, 
but alfo by his piety and his virtues. " Cronegk,*' 
writes he, to Count M. de Bruhl, " our dear 
Cronegk, was taken from us the firft day of this 
year. Probably, my feparation from him will not 
be long ; neverthelefs, this lofs entirely overcomes 
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me. On the firft news of his deceafe, in tears, I 
threw myfelf, on that bed, in which I myfelf, not 
long ago, lay, expecting my laft hour *. This ex- 
cellent young man died of the fmall-pox. He was 
travelling when attacked by this malady, which, on 
the ninth day, laid him in the grave. He forefaw 
his end ; and expected it with firmnefs. A few 
days before his death, he wrote to feveral of his 
friends at Anfpach, and made his own teftimentary 
difpofitions, in which I admire him as much as in 
any of his other works. In confequence of thefe 
arrangements, his library will be divided into three 
parts. His firft governor, the chaplain Rabe, will 
have one ; the poet Utz, another j and the third is 
deftined to the relief of fome poor people. His own 
fervant will have a hundred crowns. He has left 
me, as a token of remembrance, his portrait and 
his ring. This portrait of a friend full of genius 
and piety, is now before me, and muft, alas, hence 
forward, fupply to me, the place of the moft ami- 
able of men. His laft words were, deaths where 
is tbyjiing ! grave, where is thy vi&orj ! Grace he 
to God, who giveth us the vidory, through our Lord 
Je/us Chriji! He now enjoys immortality, and the 
love of that God whom he adores. We, my dear 
Count, look towards heaven ; we follow him with 

* Gellert wrote this at Bpnan, whither he was return- 
ed, to fperi4 fome time. 
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our eyes, and we walk after him in that career 
which he has fo glorioufly terminated/* Gellert, 
who knew that piety and virtue never gain more 
credit in the eyes of men, nor ever are more ufeful 
to the world, than when they are feen to fhine in 
perfons of diftinguilhed rank, never fpoke of his 
friend Cronegk, but with the livelieft intereft and 
emotion. Even in his leffons, he propofed him as 
an example to the ftudents of quality, in order, that 
jexamples chofen in their own line of life, might ex- 
cite them to give frefh fplendour to the privileges 
of nobility, by affociating with them virtue and 
piety, without which, they can have no real value. 

Thus, Gellert, made ufe of every means to aug- 
ment the moral utility of his leffons, which drew to 
Leipfick, notwithftanding the difturbances of war, 
a very confiderable number of gentlemen, from va- 
rious nations, but, particularly, from the northern 
kingdoms. From this time, he particularly attach- 
ed himfelf to teaching the belles lettres : many dif- 
courfes addreffed to his auditors, and which are 
found in his works, prove the pains he took to make 
this kind of inftrudtion as fufceptible of morality as 
tlie nature of it will admit. 

Though he had already explained to his pupils 
feveral excellent fyftems of morality, they did not 
entirely anfwer his views, and he determined to 
compofe fome moral leffons. The public, it is true, 
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wifhed him to continue to write in the line of poe- 
try, and obligingly reproached him with neglefliing 
it, but he no longer thought himfelf poffeffed of 
poetical tafte or talentis. " My fancy forfakes me ;** 
fays he, writing to Count M. de Bruhl ; " it is a 
hint to me'no longer to compofe verfes. Let mc, 
therefore, not be reproached with my in^ftion in 
this particular. Say, in my behalf, that no one is 
obliged to make veffes when he finds himfelf no 
longer capable ; that there is a kind of merit in 
giving over in time, and, as Pope fays, ' not prefEng 
our genius to the very dregs.* As for me, my dear 
Count, I find every day that my imagination cools, 
and I become more and more incapable of applica- 
tion. What was formerly agreeable to me, is be- 
come indifferent, and what was eafy, is become 
painful. However, let me guard againft complain- 
ing. God is the mafter of our deftiny ; the duty 
of man is, humbly to fubmit, even to thofe things 
which appear to him the moft infupportable. Our 
lot is always better than we have deferved ; often, 
it is only our pride and our vanity which fuffers 
from it ; ouV true happinefs lofes nothing by it.** 
Thefe were his prevailing fentiments when he fet 
about compofing his courfe of morality. The ap- 
plaufes he obtained, and the concourfe of difciples 
eager to gather from the lips of this amiable &;Ien- 
tor, leffons of praftical wifdom, fo far furpaffed his 
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expedi^tions^ diat this part of the fundions attached 
to his poft, became one of the moil agreeable occu- 
pations. The merit ef thefe lefTons is fo imiverfally 
acknowledged, that, if any one were to take on them- 
felves to conteft it, they would offend all well dif- 
pofed minds« Academical inftrudions on^morality 
certainly ought not to have the appearance of fer^. 
mons ; but method may be obferved in them, with-' 
out giving them too much of a formal air; and, with- 
out the appearance of being too deep, it is poffible to 
teach the principles by which to lead a good life. 
Is it heceffary to engage in a learned diffeftion of 
the human heart, to give man the information ef- 
fential to his happinefs, concerning his nature, his 
relations, and his duties, and lead him juftly to ap- 
preciate his obligations, and become fufficiently ac- 
quainted with the rules of wifdom, which he ought 
to follow ? Superfluous ornaments would be highly 
improper in leffons of morality ; but they may be 
given in an agreeable and graceful manner, which, 
^ ib far from diminiihing, cannot fail to encreafe their 
effed. Gellert was, efpecially, an excellent mora- 
lift for young people of diftinftion ; becaufe he at- 
tached himfelf, in his kffons, much more to ufeful 
fubje£ts, requifite to be known to all meu, and to 
be conftantly prefent to their minds, than to new 
and extraordinary ideas ; becaufe, in treating points 
of morality, which are eafily comprehended^ but 

N 
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difEcuIt in pradice,- he knew how to give them a 
charm, calculstted to fix the attention of his audi* 
tors ; becaufe he taught mbiais philofc^ically, it 
is true, but, at the fame time, fo improved in the 
fchool of Chriftianity, as to be more luminous, 
and acquire more empire over the hedrt } filially, 
becaufe, ki expreifrng the moft affeding gratitude 
towards religion, he pointed it out as the faithful 
guide through the paths of life. 

This new fervice done to the young academic 
clans, added much to his celebrity ; the merit of 
his writings had been its foundation ; the zeal and 
talents, which made him a model for inftrudors, 
fupported and augmented it. Few learned acade- 
mies can boaft of fo numerous an audience as Gel* 
lert. It often confifted of four hundred perfons, 
and fometimes more. But, it was not only in pulv- 
Uc that he made himfelf ufeful ; he was fo alfo in his 
£&miliar difcourfes with his difdples. His door was 
never fhut to them ; each of them had as free an 
accefs to him, as if he alone had been admitted to 
enjoy this favour* In thefe converfations, Gellert 
never affumed the air of a mafter, he converfed 
with thefe young people as with his friends ; he 
liftened to them, he ftudied their charafter, he fpoke 
little, but all that he faid was on mature refledion ; 
in a Word, his very filence was expreffive, and cal- 
culated to inflrud; and, perhaps, the profefer's 
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focitty \m not lefd adyaatageous to his difciples, 
than even his leffons. He had fuch 2H1 afccndency 
over the academical y<yith, and was fo highly re- 
fpefted by thcm^ that they abft^ned from liberti- 
nifm and vice, only that they might not be deprived 
of the honour of being received at Gellert's, and of 
being noticed by him. 

His works were eagerly read, both' at Leipiick^ 
and elfewhere, and infpired his readers^ of both 
fexes, with the defire of having him their friend, 
their advifer, their ms^er, and the judge of their 
literary produ£lions. This univerfal confidence enga- 
ged him in a very extenfive correfpondence, which 
often became burthenfome to him, from the weak 
ftate of his health, but from which he would not 
withdraw himfelf, as it furniihed him with the means 
of beJng lafeful to his correfpondents. Thofe who 
wiflied to find a good governor for their fons, were 
defirous of getting one recommended by Gellert. 
He was the more circumfpect in giving fuch recom- 
mendations, as he well knew how eafy it was to be 
miftaken in them, even with the very bcft inten- 
tions. He was moft particularly attentive to the 
moral charafter of thofe he ventured to recommend. 
He alfo took great pains to form good tutors him- 
felf J he not only treated on their duties, at certain 
hours, in public le0bns, but he took pleafure in 
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giving them his dire£lions and opimons, both ia 
his clofet, and by letters. 

From the beginning of tiJie war, there had been 
at Leipfick a continual flux and reflux of fordgH- 
ers, on account of the various armies which either 
pafled through, or defended Saxony. Thefe fo- 
reigners, knew Gellert by his works, and he wa& 
as much beloved and refpefted by them, as he could 
be by his own countrymen. Though, in the tumult 
of arms, little attention can be paid to literary ta- 
lentSa he, neverthelefs, received vifits from alt who 
were attached to religion and letters, or who wilh- 
ed, for the credit of having feen and heard that 
man, who was a greater favourite with his nation 
than any other aurhor* It was not unufual to fee 
as many officers amongfl: his auditors, as if his a- 
partment had been the anti-chamber of a generaK 
The princes Charles and Henfy of Pruflia, did him 
the honour to converfe with him. He fpoke with 
the greatefl: refped: and admiration of the goodnefs 
and humanity of thefe princes, who negleded nd 
means of fparing every diflirefs to Saxony which 
could be avoided, or of foftening as much as 
poffible, thofe which were abfolutcly unavoidable. 
" Prince Henry** writes Gellert, in a letter to one 
of his friends, ^^ defired to fee me, and I had an 
audience of him yefl:erday. I went to him with 
pleafure, and, I muft own, quitted him with re-. 
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gret. I thanked him with a Kvely fcntiment of gra- 
titude, in the name of my country, for all he has 
done to cafe us of the burden of war. This feem- 
ed to pleafe him. * Have ypu nothing* faid he, 
* to defire for yourfelf ? I Ihould be happy in ha* 
ving an opportunity of obliging you' — ^No, my 
lord, all I dare requeft of your highnefs, is, to con- 
tinue to us your proteftion.— * But could not I do 
any fervice to fome of your relations or friends ?* 
—•During the whole war, my lord, you have 
never ceafed doing good to me ^nd my friends ?" 
This great prince efteemed Gellert very much, and 
gave him a frefh proof of this after the war, for he 
prefented him, through M. de Kalkreuter, with the 
horfe he himfelf rode at the battle of Freyberg. 
Every one knew what paffed in the converfation he 
had with Frederick : The poet was not at all daz- 
zled by the fplendour of the hero, he Ihewed as 
much prudence and wifdom, as patriotic freedom, 
and deferved the very advantageous opinion formed 
of him by this monarch. This honour, which has 
often proved dangerous, not only to wits, but alfo 
to perfons who pique themfelves on b^ng philofo- 
phers, fhews how much Gellert's na,toe and merits 
were in eftimation. The place where he was bom, 
experienced the happy effefts of this celebrity. 
" Our little town '* his iifter writes to him, ^* has 
not been much burthened with lodging troops j and 
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General Haflen has e^cprefsly declared to the chief 
magiffcrate, that this arofe from regard for the per* 
fon and writings of Profeflfor Gellert, Teftimonies, 
fo uncommon, of the admiration due to him, en- 
creafed the efteem of thofe for him, who judge mere- 
ly from the opinion of others, and who are left 
ftruck with merit itfelf ^ than with the honours paid 
to it. The more fuch people faw him refpefted, 
the greater became his power of being uieful to 
them. 

However great the refpeft in which he was held 
M the univerfity, and howevet great his ufefulnef$ 
there, he poffefled no other fituation in it than that 
of profeffor extraordinary ; not that the government 
was capable of forgetting him, but that no chair of 
profeflbr in ordinary had been vacant in the &culty 
to which he belonged. Foreigners of the greateft 
diilindion tried to encreafe his emoluments. Mr 
Mitchel, the Englifli envoy, employed himfelf to 
this purpofe, with zeal, unknown to Gellert, who 
was very grateful for his exertions, though be him- 
felf oppofed the fuccefs of this folicitation. ** I can 
aifure you, ^* writes hfe to Count Bruhl, " that it 
is not by my defire Mr Mitchel has recommended 
jne. I do not wifh for any poft ; I am a valetudi- 
narian, and cannot hope for a long life. I am not 
in want, and God gives me more than to many 
others* What then can I defire ? I have reprefented 
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this to the envoy himfelf, but meffeaually. En* 
treat your uncle not to let this foreign folicitation, 
in which I have no Ihare, induce him to endeavour 
to procure me a penfion in fuch diftrefling times, 
in which our country fufFers fo much mifery." 

However, a chair of profeffor in ordinary became 
iracant, by the death of Dr Muller, a philofopher 
of reputation in his time. Immediately a diftin- 
guiflied patron of the fciences wrote to Gellert from 
DreAlen, that the court was determined to reward 
his merits by giving him this poft ; and that he 
gave him timely notice of it, that he might confult 
with himfelf^ and fee whether it fuited him to ac- 
cept it ox not. All his fiiends, Ernefti, Wagner, 
and particularly Rabener, prefled him warmly ta 
take a refbiution conformable to the views of the 
court. As he derived, almoft entirely, from his 
works, the means of fupplying himfelf very fcantily 
with the necefiaries of life, a fixed and certain re- 
venue could not but be defirable for him, in the in-* 
firm ftate of health he was in, and which might 
grow worfe every day. But this motive had fo 
little power over his mind, that notwithftanding all 
the reprefentations of his friends, he rcfufed the 
poft intended him. However great his zeal for 
the good of the uhiverfity, and with whatever ardour 
he wiihed to be ufeful to it, he formed to himfelf 
(q high an idea of the duties belonging to the poft 
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of ordinary profeffor, that he dreaded being unable 
to difcharge them in their full extent, opt account 
of his frequent illnefs* He made it therefore a 
point of confcience not to expofe himfeif to this 
danger. " Why'* writes he to Count Bruhl " wifh 
to procure for me by your credit, a poft which by 
no means fuits me ? If I have refufed myfelf to your . 
inftances and thofe of my other friends, do not fup- 
pofe it to proceed from an overftretched modefty. 
In real truth, reafons of confcience alone have de- 
termiried me ; It is my ill health, my time of life^ 
and the vifible decline of my powers, which produce 
my refolution, and were I not guided by thefe mo- 
tives, why ihould I rejed fo advantageous a iitua* 
tion ? I ihould fail in my duty, I fhould ad againft 
my own intereft, I ihould refufe from mere caprice 
to follow the advice of my beft friend, and oT my 
patrons : This is what you would not fufpeft of me. 
Ah ! If you were here, could you witnefs my infir*- 
mities, did you know how much I fuffer, particu- 
lajrly during the laft two years, fometimes from 
weaknefs of lungs, enfeebled and worn out, fome- 
times from continual headache, and fometimes from 
a failure of memory which make all application 
painful, you certainly would not advife me to load 
myfelf with frjcih duties. My refufal cannot be 
detrimental to the academy : the little my flrength 
flill permits me to do, I can do as profeffor extrat* 
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ordinary. Had this poft been oflFered me in 1751^ 
1 Ihould have thought myfelf called upon to have 
accepted it j but, in 1 761, it is my duty to entreat 
that my acceptance may be difpenfed with. My 
friends think like people in good health, and they 
are right ; I think as a fick man, and I am in the 
right alfo. My refolution is not dilated by la2a- 
nefs ; this is proved by the works I have publiihed, 
and the leffons I ftill give. 1 have no longer the 
ftrength I poffeffed ten years ago, and I am grieved 
at it ; but what fhame fhould I not draw on myfelf, 
if, believing I ftill had it, I were to engage myfelf in 
uneafinefies and embarraffments which I might have 
avoided ?" 

Thefe ftrong rcprefentations, had the eifeft Gel- 
lert defired, and he was as grateful for it, as any 
one could have been for a particular favour. He 
was fo far, however, from relaxing in his acade- 
mical fimaions, that, on the contrary, he applied 
to them almoft beyond his ftrength, even in the e 
public leffons, which fo many profeffors negleft with- 
out fcruple. He wifhed to do away even the flight- 
eft fufpicion of preferring his eafe or his liberty, to 
the good of his difciples. 

His wants were few, becaufe he was very mode- 
rate in all his defires, and that he neither fought the 
conveniences nor amufements, which others confi- 
der as neceflary. He confided in Divine Providence, 
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and that entirely, from a ccmvidion that necdisurie^ 
are feldora wanting to thofe who know how to be con- 
tent with a little. This confidence was, alfo, every 
now and then, juftified and fupported by fome agree* 
able occurrence. One of his moft beloved difci- 
pies, had, for many years, given him a penfion of 
a hundred and fifty crowns, without Gellert's grate- 
ful heart being able to difcover his benefaftor, 
which, I believe, in fad, was never known till af- 
ter his death. Hardly a year paffed without Gel- 
lert's receiving pretty confiderable prefents by the 
poft, fometimes a hundred, fometimes two hundred 
crowns. Thofe who made them, added to the va- 
lue of their gifts, by the generous meafures they 
took to manage his delicacy, and leave him igno- 
rant to whom he was obliged. The mimificence of 
the fovereign, thought proper, alfo, to reward the 
modeft difintereftednefs with which he had tWicc re- 
fufed the poft of profeffor ordinary. The penfion 
he received as profeffor extraordinary, was augment- 
ed ; and when, in M. de Mafcov, Germany had 
loft one of its beft hiftorians, and Leipfick one of 
the principal ornaments of its univerfity, the pen- 
fion this great man received, was afligncd to Gel- 
lert. This was a new occafion for him to prove his 
modefty and difintereftednefs. As foon as he was 
informed of the intentions of the court, he wrote 
thus to Count Maurice de Bruhl. ^J The penfion 
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Intettded for me, is more cbnfiderable than I was 
aware of; and, I can affure you, that it is only fmce 
yefterday I have learnt from my brother, that it 
amounts to 485 crowns* I do not defire fo much, 
my dear count, and I do not think I ought to ac- 
cept it. You certainly recollect that I have, for the 
laft ten years^ received a penfion of one hundred 
crowns by order of the court. Were I to unite thefe 
two peniions, it would be/ then 585 crowns that I 
ihould receive annually. It is too much, and more 
than I defire. Some other man of letters might be 
gratified with a part of that fum ; there would ftill 
remain enough for me. I ihould think, therefore, 
my dear count, that the penfion ought to be redu- 
ced to 400 crowns. Thus, I (hould receive annu- 
ally, 300 crowns more than I have had hitherto j 
and, if God does not permit me to become aitircly 
incapable of all employment, this fum will be fuffi- 
cient for me, and I ihail, befides, have fomething re- 
maining, to beftow on perfons poorer than myfelf." 
Gellert went even fo far as to point out fome per- # 
fons of merk, to whom the 185 crowns might be 
given, which he Icrupled to accept. His delicacy^ 
however, was not liilened to, and the whole penfion 
was afligned hun. Finding himfelf on this fo much 
more at his eafe than heretofore, he was able to 
confecrate ftill more time to his difciples, and plea- 
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fed himfelf with receiving them frequently, and with 
being ufeful to them in familiar converfations. 

King Auguftus being dead, Frederic Chriftian. 
fucceeded to the government. His eminent quali- 
ties gave the unhappy Saxony hopes of a return of 
its ancient profperity. That prince, not only wifh- 
ed to be the fovereign, but alfo the father, the be- 
nefedor, and the confolation of his people, who, 
during fo many fucceffive years, had been fo unfor- 
tunate. . One of his firft cares was to patronife the 
fciences ; the flourifhing ftate in which they had al- 
ways been in this country, had diftinguifhed it advan- 
tageoufly from moft of the other countries of Ger- 
many, but he tried to give them an additional luftre, 
by bellowing recompences on the learned men of fu- 
perior merit. This good prince, did more in regard 
to this, during too fhort a reign, than many mo- 
narchs, who flatter themfelves with the hope of being 
ranked with the Antoninufes and Trajans, have done 
in the courfe of a long life. The talents and merits 
%' of Gellert could not efcape fo enlightened a fove- 
reign. He. was diflinguiflied by him, not only by 
the moft flattering teftimonies of efteem, but, more- 
over, by a very confiderable prefent ; and, he proved, 
by this, what talents, capacity, and zeal for, the 
progrefs of the fciences and virtue, might ezpedt 
from his benevolent heart. This prince, fo worthy 
of long life, was too foon torn from Saxony, and 
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his premature death plunged all his fubjeOis in me- 
lancholy and mourning. Gellert joined in lamenting 
him, and the defire of celebrating fo good a prince 
in his verfes, made him regret, for the firft time, 
having loft that warmth of imagination, without 
which, no poetry can exift. The fon and fucceffor 
of Frederic Chriftian, had the fame fentiments as 
his father towards Gellert. The eleftor, who loved 
and patronifed the fciences, knew his value, and di- 
ftinguifhed him particularly. The princes Albert 
and Clement, and the princefs Chriftina, frequent- 
ly did him the honour of conrerfing with him, and 
exprefled their efteem and good-will towards him, 
in terms, which did no lefs honour to their hearts, 
than to their tafte and underftanding. If he was 
beloved and confidered in his own country, he was 
no lefs fo by foreign nations. He frequently re- 
ceived from the diiferent provinces of Germany, 
from Livonia, from Denmark, from Hungary, con- 
fiderable prefents, fent him by unknown perfons, 
fome, who had been his pupils, others, who were 
merely admirers of his works. M. de Rochau de 
Reckan, who had become acquainted with him dur- 
ing the war, not only maintained a very regular epif- 
ftolary correfpondence with him, but gave him 
every year, notwithfttnding his refiftance, proofs 
of generofity which would have done honour to a 
prince. 



Digitized by 



Google 



no 

In fuch circumftances, Gellert, whofe defires had 
always been moderate, might have been content 
and happy, if it had only pleafed Providence to 
have diminifhed his corporal fufierings. But his 
continual indifpofitions never permitted him any 
pure enjoyment, even during thofe years in which 
he feemed to poflefs all the fatisfa&ions, and all the 
conveniences of life, which could be defired by^a 
fcholar fo moderate in his wifhes as hewas. He afpired 
to another and more fublime felicity, aiid felt, more 
and more, in the midft of the clouds which enveloped 
his foul, the empty nothingnefs of all terreftrial ad- 
vantages. His continual fufferings made him me- 
lancholy, and his fcrupulous piety made him fome- 
times fearful, left that infurmountable melancholy 
fliould proceed from other caufe than corporal ills. 
He longed for that inward peace, which is produ- 
ced by a lively fentiment of religion, and of the inef- 
timable advantages it promifes to men. But the 
more earneftly he defired this, the lefs he dared al- 
low himfelf to think, that for the enjoyment of this 
peace he fo much wiflied for, a certain degree of 
health was wanting, which he did not poflefs. It 
is true, that for a long time paft, in the refleftions 
and examination he was accuftomed to make at the 
clofe of each year, he reckoned, amongft the chief 
favours of Providence, that of having preferved his 
heart and his conduft from all voluntary difordcr. 
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But this did not appear, in his opinion, fuiEcient 
to tranquilife him completely concerning his fpiri- 
tual (late, becaufe he did not find that his prayers, 
his devotional exercifes, his meditations on eternity, 
his eflforts to improve, had in them that degree of 
fervour and of zeal he would have wifhed* Far 
from attributing thefe failings to his fufferings and 
worn out ftate, he rejeded that idea, left it fhould 
infpire him with a dangerous indulgence for his own 
wcakneffes, calculated ftiU more to retard his pro- 
grefs towards perfedion. This exceffive fcrupu- 
loufnefs, and his conftant attention to every, even 
the moft involuntary, emotion of his heart, made 
him more difcontented with himfelf, and might tend 
to encreafe his melancholy, rather than diminifli it. 
However, when fuffering at all abated, religion 
made the livelieft and fweeteft impreffions on his 
heart. His friends affirm alfo, that however op- 
preffed he might be by the weight of his fufferings, 
a fudden change took place in him, his voice was 
re-animated, and his looks became more ferene, 
whenever the converfation turned on religion, vir- 
tue, and piety. Neverthelefs, he did not dare, in 
his hours of melancholy, to draw from hence any 
confequence in favour of his fpiritual ftate. This 
degree of rigour is certainly exceffive, but its fourcc 
18 highly refpeftable. In the mean time, as he 
founded his hopes of becoming better not on his 
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own ftrength, but on Divine Grace, it prcferved 
him from the illuiions to which he might have yield- 
ed, in believing himfelf further advanced in piety 
than he was in fad, and preferved him alfo from 
extreme deprcffion, which arifes from felf-difappro- 
bation, and which, joined to his natural melancho- 
ly, would have been infupportable. It redoubled 
his zeal for virtue, his vigilance in avoiding evil, 
and his circumfpeftfon in every ftep he took. The 
Holy Scriptures were to him, what they ought to be 
to every Chriftian, the work he loved and confult- 
ed moft. In reading this facred book, as well as 
every other writing on religion, he was very careful 
to apply to himfelf the truths and precepts it con- 
tained, as the means of correcting or improving his 
difpofitions. Though he did not always obtain from 
his prayers all the confolation he had hoped for, 
this was never a reafon with him for difcontinuing 
prayer ; when he perceived that he had no longer 
fufficient ftrength to prolong his devotions as much 
as he would have wiflied, he refolved to pray. more 
frequently, and the habit of this exercife, fo falu- 
tary for the foul, contributed much to his progrefe 
in piety. If all thefe cares and precautions did not 
fucceed entirely in overcoming the uneafinefles to 
which his melancholy continually inclined him, at 
leaft, he was indebted to them, for ftrength to apply 
himfelf, without relaxation, to fulfil all his duticfs. 
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There ate few men, perhaps, whofe lives have been 
chequered by fo many days of gloom ; neverthelefs, 
all his days were ufeful, and certainly there are very 
few who can Ibew a better ufe made even of the 
happieft life. , 

Gellert proved by his exatnple, that evils endured 
' with coriftancy^ always produce falutary effects, 
though they retard the enjoyment of thofe pleafure^ 
which piety has a right to promife itfelf. What a 
fource of inftrufUon and encouragement does fuch 
an ex;atDple furnifh to thofe who are called to com- 
bat with evils nearly the fame. When the foul 
of one who endures them, views inceffantly to 
the beneficent defigns of the Being who difpenfes 
them, it triumphs, at length, over the fentiment 
of pain, and experiences, if not a conftant joy, 
at leaft, an habitual calm. Gellert experienced 
this ; for, during the laft five years of his life, not- 
withftanding the deplorable ftate of his health, he 
attained to the enjoyment of an inward jtranquil- 
lity, very little inferior to what had been the ob- 
ject of his v^flies. His journal furnilhes the proof 
of this change. If it ftill contains complaints dic- 
tated by his humility, on the weaknefs of his faith 
and the luke-warmnefs of his devotion, at leaft, it 
no longer, or rarely, offers the diftreffing expref- 
fion of the reproaches and fcruples, which his me- 
lancholy ufed formerly fo frequently to occafion. 
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With the hutnbleft fentiments, he reckoned with 
himfelf on the difpofitions of his heart ; it was aU 
ways to God, and never to himfelf, that he attri- 
buted the good he did : But he applied to himfelf, 
with more confidence, the promifes of Divine Grace; 
he confidered his fuflerings as trials, which he was 
called to fubmit to with patience ; if he felt diat his 
faith was yet weak, he confoled himfelf by refled^ 
ing, that, at leaft, it was sincere; this idea ex- 
cited him to furmoimt the uneafinefFes which might 
ftill difturb him ; becaufe God has lefs regard to 
the degree, than to the fmcerity of faith. Finally, 
he acknowledges that he has a more lively fenfe of 
the grace and mercies of God, aiid exhorts him- 
felf not to be alarmed becaufe he does not conftant- 
ly experience diflind emotions of peace and heaven- 
ly joy in believing, becaufe the Author of his fal- 
vation is a compaffionate High Pried, who fupports 
our weaknefTes, and cures our infirmities* Thofe 
folemn days, particularly when he approached die 
Lord's table, were become to him days much fuller 
of comfort. ** I exalt," faid he, " the infinite mer- 
cy of God, which has difplayed itfelf this day in 
my favour. However imperfeft my preparation for 
this facred ad, and however I might wiih that my 
fenfibility had been more animated, I, at leafl, had 
no diftradions, no doubt, no thought, which ought 
to difturb me. I prayed with zeal, I liftened to the 
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preacher with attatitlon, and in the midft of my fpiri* 
tual and corporeal infirmkies, the word of grace con- 
fbles me^I feel certain of obtaining pardon for my fins 
for the love of Jefus Chrift ; of receiving the affiftance 
of the Holy Spirit, which is fo neceflary to me, to 
ftrengthen my faith, and purify my heart; and I en- 
joy the hope of participating in the life eternal/' 

It was not to any. abatement of his fuflFerings that 
this happy revolution could be attributed. The ill- 
aefs which daily tormented him, and of which the 
iburce was unknown, refifted every remedy applied 
to it. His friends advifed him to try the waters of 
CarMbad, becaufe, at leaft, they could not do him 
any harm, said that exercife and change of fcene 
might be ufefiil to him. Gellert followed this ad- 
vice of his phyfkians in 1763, and the waters of 
Carlfbad did not make him worfe, but did not pro^ 
duce all the good effeds which had been hoped 
from them. Neverthelefs, his refidence at Carlfbad 
procured him many fatis&dions. He had the ad- 
vantage of fornnng an acquaintance there mth many 
pedbns of the moft diftmguiibed rank, who congra* 
tulated themfehres, in thdr turn, on meeting fo cele- 
brated an author, who had fo long been in poflef- 
fion of thehr efteem. The rcktion of this journey, 
addr^fled to an intimate female friend, is fb intereft- 
mg, efpecially from the pifture he gives of his new 
acquaintances, that it would be a great lofs to the 
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reader, not to have his own wor48« " Rejoice \vith 
me, my dear friends, rejoice with me ! After feven 
weeks refidence at Carifbad, I am returned to the 
place I had quitted full of anxiety, and, I return, 
at leaft, more compofed in mind, if not Jn better 
health. However that , may be, I have fulfilled : a 
duty which I o^ed to my health, fay my phyficians: ; 
thus, my confeience is fatisfied^ and that is .always 
^ great matter. If it pleafes God to make this, or 
any other means, inftrumental to the relief of nay 
fuflferings, I fhall confider it as a precious . blefling. 
But if he does not fee fit to deliver me from them, 
nor even to leffen them, he will give me ftrength 
to fupport them with patience, and extraft falutary 
improvement from them, which is alfo a blefling, 
though not commonly the objeft of our defires : we 
all prefer being freed, froto mifery, but our heart 
does not underftand its true interefts, or it is too 
covetous. One of the pleafures which awaited my 
arrival was your letter, for which I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. I am certain that your 
prayers, and good wifhes have conftantly accompjsi- 
nied me. It is an additional reafpn.for me to. love 
you, to rejoice in fhe.happinefs you enjoy far from 
me, and«#DntinuaI|y to give you frefli marks of my 
gratitude and. regard. But, fay you, your, giving 
me a circumftantial . account of your; refidence at 
CarMbad would prove the truth of thefe fentimentSr 
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A drcumftantial account ? That will be difficult. 
How could it intereft you to be told that I went to 
, the fpring every morning at five ; that, when there, 
I drank, in the open air, eight, ten, and fometimes 
fifteen glafles of warm water ; chatting fometimes 
with one, fometimes with another, and ftill oftener 
converfing with myfelf ; that, after an hour and a 
half thus fpent, I got on horfeback, followed by a 
fervant, I fung a morning hymn, and then looked 
very often at my watch, to fee when I fliould be 
delivered from the torment of this ride ; that Ge- 
neral Laudon, mounted on the white horfe he rode 
at the battle of Hochftet, fometimes accompanied 
me; that, pn my return home, I read, during a 
quarter of an hour, in one of my two books ; that 
I took chocolate ; that, entirely overcome with fa- 
tigue, I dreffed to go to the public walk, where I 
gave myfelf up to the converfation of thofe, who, 
from idlenefs, curiofity, friendfhip, or on account 
of the fimilarity of our complaints, addrefled their 
difcourfe to me. What would you be the wifer, 
my dear correfpondent, for my telling you all this ? 
My Carlfbad journal does not, however, oflFer any 
much more interefting occurrences ; for the after- 
noon, except the fifteen glaffes of water, was fpent 
like the morning : tirefome leifure, difcourfe on the 
good or bad eflPefts of the waters, reciprocal com- 
pliments^ praijfes I did not deferve, queftions which 
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I did not like to anfwer, invitations I could not ac- 
cept, rides on horfeback, which fometimes made 
me fuffer horn cold, and fometimea overcame me 
with heat. »The night, what a happy circumftance ! 
repaid me for the fatigues of the day, and made me 
fupport this Carlfbad, fo difmal a refidence to me ; 
and where, I recollect, that feeking folitude amongfl: 
its high mountains, I ihed ten years ago many bit* 
ter tears. 

" But you might tell me fomething about your 
new acquaintances? I cancertainly name them to you^ 
madam, but not draw their charaders exa£Uy. CW>- 
fervation is required, to enable us to delineate cha- 
rafters ; and all 2q>plication, you know, is forlnd- 
den to the water-drinkers. On€ of my firft ac- 
quaintances, and alfo one of the moft intereftii^, 
is General Laudon, a man of a fmgular character ; 
ferious, modeft, a little melancholy, like me, talks 
little, like me, but expreiling himf(slf with fenfe 
and propriety ; never fpeaking of his exploits, and 
feldom of his profeffion ; he liftens with attention, 
and you difcover in his manner, and in hk wiiole 
appearance, that propriety and amiable iimfJiqity 
which reigns in his converfation* He ia well made, 
without being tall ; thin, but not fo thin as I am ; 
his caft of countenance is thoughtful, and his. eyes, 
which are funk in his head, of a bright grey, ibme* 
thing lik^ mine. It was by little and little that h^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



119 

came ix) converfe familiarly with me, and I believe 
it was my melancholy air which procured me his 
confidenee. * I fliould often feek you,* faid he to 
me, on meeting me one day in a private walk, ' but 
that I fear bdng troubldbme. Tdl me, M. le Pro- 
feffeur,' faid he, one day, to me, ' how is it poffible 
you can have written fo much, and infufed fo much 
gaiety into your works ? To fee you, one cannot 
well conceive it/ I will explain this matter to 
you, replied I, but firft, M. le General, tell me, 
how is it poffible that you can have gained the 
battle — the battle of Kunnerfdorf , and taken Sch weid- 
nitz, in the fpace of one night ? Seemg you, one 
cannot well conceive it. At this moment I faw him 
laugh, for the firft time; he generally confines him- 
felf to a fmile. He had informed himfelf exaftly 
concerning my taftes ; never invited me to his table 
but when he was alone ; hardly ever had any thing 
ferved but light food ; offered me no wine but my 
own; let me talk with unrefcrve, and converfed 
with me in the fame manner ; allowed me to with- 
draw foon after dinner ; in a word, conformed him- 
felf almoft entirely to my inclinations. I never 
heard him fay any thing but what was good, and 
he always appeared to me to be religious. He 
wiflied me to chufe a little library for him ; and 
much regretted not having attended to ftudy. Qut, 
in truth, his natural penetration^ and his fpirit of 
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obfervation, fupplied his want of knowledge j more- 
over, he is very fond of reading. * What could 
I give you, which might be agreeable to you/ 
faid he, to me, one day, * I wifh I could know V 
M. le General, anfwercd I, in my circumftances, 
could you give me the whole univcrfity, the 
gift wpuld be indifferent to me. His nephew, a' 
lieutenant in the regiment of Laudon, had commu- 
nicated to me a defire of renewing his ftudies, and 
defired me to requeft his uncle's permiffion to pafs 
a year at Leipfick. ' Willingly,' anfwered the ge- 
neral, * if you will allow him to be recommended 
to your care/ When he wiflied to converfe confi- 
dentially with me, he drew liie from the company, 
to a retired walk, and then no one interrupted us* 
Our adieus werefhort. What I have juft now faid, 
I entruft to your probity. Farewell j you ihall hear 
from mew Adieu, my dear general, may God pro- 
ted and blefs your days. 

*' What other acquaintances, fay you, have you 
made ? Count U • * *, a very experienced and fen- 
fible man ; ftill very lively, though far advanced iu 
life J who treated me with much regard, and gave 
me no uneafinefs, but by being deaf, and obliging 
me tp ftrain my lungs when I fpoke to him. 

" Count T* * *, his fon-in-law, an excellent heart- 
ed young man, and who attached himfelf very much 
to your friend. He came to me, charged, he laid. 
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with compliments from Vienna, on the part of Mr 
S • • *i, and this began our acquaintance. I alked 
him next day how Mr S • * * could know that I 
fliould come to Carlfbad. ' I earneftly defired/ faid 
he, * to be acquainted with you, and I gave you 
thefe compliments, that I might have occafion to 
fpeak to you/ ' No one has been more kindly affi- 
duous about me, nor (hewn me more attention, nor 
fought more to imprefs others in my favour, than 
this Count T * • *. * I fliall fpeak of you to my 
emprefs,* faid he, * and tell her of our acquaint- 
ance ; it will give me confequence.* He defired me 
to fend him my works on my return to Leipfick. 
But why fo. Count ? You have them all, or, at 
leaft, you have told me they are to be had at 
Vienna. * That is true. Sir, but I wifli to receive 
them from yourfelf, that I may have an opportuni- 
ty of writing to you,- to thank you for them.' Af- 
ter he had taken leave of me, it rained hard. ' How 
glad am L of this fliower,* faid he, * it gives me a 
fair pretence for flaying a little longer with you.' 
He is gay, full of franknefs, and good nature. ^ O 
that I had ftudied at Leipfick !' was his conftant ex- 
clamation. He had heard that I was forbidden cof- 
fee, and immediately brought me two pounds of 
chocolate from Vienna. His wife is very agreeable, 
and his mother no lefs fo. 
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« With General Z • *, an old, honeft, and reU- 
gious officer, I converfed willingly. The weaknefs, 
and wounds in his head, obliged him to keep on 
his hat, even at table. I advifed him to relign his 
pofl, and employ his remaining life in preparation 
for death. I was delighted to fee how much he 
loved his daughter, a young perfon, of a few years 
paft twenty, who was almoft all his fociety. If he 
walked, fhe accompanied him ; if he went in a car* 
riage, fhe was always to be feen at his fide. 

*« M. de Z * *, of Silefia, the moft fuffering and 
mofl patient of all the water-drinkers, was a martyr 
to the gout; but the moment his pains gave him fome 
refpite, his countenance exprefTcd a piourferenity. 
Carried in a litter, by his vafi^«, he had travelled 
forty miles to Carlfbad j he took the waters, and 
the fwelling in his feet increafed prodigioufly ; for 
a long time he had ceafed to eat meat ; after that, 
he gave up even bread, water, broth ; and Hoff- 
mann's balfam was all his nourifhment. I paid him 
frequent vilits, the latter part of the time, twice or 
thrice a day ; and I gave him a pious book, which 
drew on me, from him, a thoufand bleffings. I was 
one of thofe, who, about a fortnight after his arrival, 
advifed him to return home. He had always enjoy* 
ed remarkably good health, till the lafl ten years 
of the war. The fright given him by the Croates, 
may, perhaps, have been the origin of the gout. 
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with which he is tormented at fixty-three years of' 
age. On taking leave of me, * what confolatory 
fentence' faid he, • will you give me to meditate on 
during my journey ?' Dear, and fufFering man, re-» 
turf^ I, think often on thefe words. Fear not thou^ 
for lam with thee ; be not difmayed^ for lam thy God* 
I wiUJlrengtben thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteoufnefs*. He clafped his 
trembling hands together, turned his eyes up to hea- 
ven, and wept. His litter conduded him fafe to 
Zittaw; that is all I have learnt concerning him. 
And here, alfo, fhall terminate this letter. 

" A multitude of people at Carlfbad (good hea^. 
vens, how have I deferved it !) vied with each other in 
exprefling the tendered intereft concerning me, and 
in forming the moft affeaing wifhes for my happi- 
nefs ; thanked me for my writings, and particularly 
for my facred fongs ; fo eafy is ijt to gain the affec- 
tions of men, when we have endeavoured to bring 
ufeful produ&ions to light, and been, in fome de- 
gree, fuccefsfql in thefe endeavours. Adieu, my 
friend ; convey my falutations to your parents, your 
fitter, &c." 

Gellert's health, without getting worfe, had not 
become better by the ufe of the waters of CarMbad; 
however, as he feemed fufficiently ftrong to bear 
Ifaiah, chap. zli. v. 10< 
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them, his phyficians advifed him to try them agaih^ 
and promifed themfelves fome good effeds from 
them, as the feat of the diforder feemed in the in- 
teftines. He allowed himfelf to be prevailed on to 
return to Carlfbad ; but this journey, attended widi 
the fame agreeable circumftances, was quite as ufe- 
lefs to his health as the preceding year. " At 
length,'* writes he to the fame friei^, to whom the 
account already given of his former journey was ad- 
dreffed, " at length, I am, I thank God, returned 
fafely from my fecond, and, I truft, laft joxira^ to 
Carlfbad. I write you word of this before, aiay <rf 
my other frieiuis, becaufe I know you expeift this 
intelligence with impatience ; that it will give you 
pleafure, and that you will unite with me in thank- 
ing God for this bleffing. The hiftory of this refi- 
dence at Carlfbad is nearly the fame as that of tafl 
year. I took the waters during thirty-four days,^ 
without being either better or worfe than on my ar- 
rival* I was always the firfl at the fpring, the firfl: 
on hoifeback, and the firft on the walk ; fought af« 
ter, queflioned by all kinds of people, good juid 
bad ^ fometimes honoured with a tender compafEo% 
Ibmecimes aba{ked, and fometimes even tormented, 
with praifes I did not de£erve. I met agaiin feveral 
of the acquaintances I made the year before. Count 
U • * *, and his wife, for example, who not only 
both treated me with much cfleem, but even with 
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prefented me with a book which had belonged to 
the Archduchefs Ifabella, lately deceafed, in which 
ihe wrote her name. I faw, alfo, General Z * * *, 
who embraced me cordially the moment he per- 
ceived me, and informed me, that, in his fixty-fifth 
year, he was on the point of celebrating his fecond 
nuptials. Inftead of General Laudon, who was not 
this year at Carlfbad, I renewed my acquaintance 
with M. de S * *, a man full of probity and know- 
ledge, whom I had feen fome years ago at Leipfick. 
In a confidential difcourfe, he had fpoken to me, at 
that time, of thofe circumftances in his life which 
he confidered as mod happy, and for which he could 
never fuffidently thank Providence ; thefe were, ha- 
ving had a religious father, whofe example kid made 
an early imprefiion on him ;. a good governor, who 
had for a twdvemonth carefully inftru^ed him, and 
infpired him with a love for rel^ion ; laftly, a wife, 
vhofe love and wifdbm had affifted him to corre^ 
many faults in himfelf, to be more attentive to his 
coaduS, aiul to become every day better and more 
fatisfied with his lot. He had loft this eftimsJ^k 
woman! ; his. heart was tc^n by this recolledion ; and 
he could never fpeak of her without fliedding tears* 
I had advifed him to think of a fecond marriage ;. 
and when he law me again at Carlfbad, he prefent- 
ed his wife to meip laying to her, ^ This is the friend 
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i¥ho encouraged me to feek my happinefs in a fecond 
conjugal union ; and I ought to tell him, in your 
prefence, that I have foimd it/ He had at firft 
turned his eye on a very near relaticm of his firft 
wife ; but fhe died, and previous to quitting this 
world, recommended to him the lady be is now mar- 
ried to ; it is a well aiTorted, and a very happy mar« 
riage* She wifhed to furprize me with an agreeable 
prefent, certamly on account of the obliging UKUi- 
ner in which her Bulband had introduced her to me, 
and as fhe had learnt, I know not how, that I wa» 
fond of flowers, fhe next morning fcnt me a very 
beautiful nofegay. I was delighted with my pre- 
fent, but my pleafure was of fhort duratioiL In 
the morning, when I received it, Iwas flill at the 
fpring, and all the ladies who were there, affembled 
round my nofegay like bees, and I was forced, 
much againfl my will, to diflribute it amongfl them* 
** Immediately on my arrival at Carlfbad, Made-* 
moifelle de S* • * *, accompanied by Mademoifdle 
P • ♦, came to my appartment to welcome me. A£* 
ter three inconvenient and £itiguing days journey, 
this was the firfl: agreeable moment I expenencecL 
Tou will eafily fuppofe, my friend, that I attached 
myfelf particularly to the fociety of the Countefs 
■ Her daughter's health not permit^g her 

to accept any invitation, I more willingly, and more 
frequently eat at her table than at any other. ThdG^ 
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two ladies would have taught me, had I not known 
it already, that true merit, when it is accompanied 
by modefty, is ever attraftive, and obtains from 
every one, love, approbation, and rcfpeft. Even 
thofe perfons, who from national pride, have little 
regard for foreigners, and (nfpeSt our virtues, be- 
caufe we profefs a different faith from theirs, made 
an exception to their general rule in favour of the 
countefc and her daughter. The coimtefs (I have 
heard, by natives of Auftria and Bohemia) is a wo- 
man every one ought to efteem. Her daughter, 
by her fweet and gentle appearance, need only to 
fliew herfelf to pleafe. The Counteffes U * * • 
and T * * • were continually with her, and on her 
departure, traverfed in a carriage with me, great 
part of the town to accompany her ; and their ex- 
preflive looks dwelt fo long and fo tenderly on her, 
that I could hardly reftrain my own tears. 

" But you wifh me to fpeak of my new acquaint- 
ances : Well, my friend, here are fome of them. 
Count H • *, one of the great noblemen of Vienna, 
and his lady. The Countefs V. had mentioned 
them to me with much approbation, and, in fad, I 
found them perfons of lingular merit. As he is 
fond of letters, and of a delicate conftitution^ he 
foon drew towards me ; and from the firfl moment, 
he made his converfation equally eafy and agreeable 
to me. The features of his face no lefs diftingui0i 
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him from the common race of men, than the good- 
nefs and uprightnefs of his heart. His high fore- 
head, announces fomething grave and fenfible ; h^ 
has large blue prominent eyes, which feem ready 
to ftart from their orbits ; an aquiline nofe, of an 
extraordinary fize ; and this face, Angular as it is, 
plcafes when you are accuftomed to it, becaufe it 
promifcs candour and underftanding. He, and the 
countefs, have vifited moft of the countries in Eu- 
rope, and they feem to have imbibed whatever of 
eftimable was to be found in other nations. One 
day, when we were fpeaking of courtiers, ' I fel- 
dom go to court,* faid he, ' and my only ambition 
is properly to fulfil the duties of my place ; but 
every time I go there, I have the fatisfaftion of hear- 
ing my fovereigns folicit me to go there more fre- 
quently. The favourites, on their fide, receive me 
well, becaufe they are perfuadcd I do not come 
there cither to do them prejudices, or advance my- 
felf. 

** The Countef^ has a great deal of underftand- 
ing, without feeking to difplay it ; much know- . 
ledge of the world, with thofe manners which 
prepofiefs, and which pleafe becaufe they are the 
expreilion of an innate goodnefs. She is already 
in the autumn of life, and ftill is the joy and delight 
of her hufband ^ and he, who approaches to old age, 
is the deareft objed of his beloved companions a£- 
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ledions. I can fay xvith truth, that I nevet faw &•> 
mdngft the great, a more affedionate couple, a 
more touching union. He is fond of taking long 
walks on foot ; and I have feen the countefs 
climb the higheft mountains, and remam there 
alone with him for hours } fhe alfo rode on horfe- 
back, unaccompanied by any one but him. In af- 
feinblies, if fhe perceived that he was fatigued with 
play, fhe freed him from conftraint by taking his 
place. I am told that fhe always wears very fine 
diamonds $ but I can afTure you, and I know you 
will eafily believe me, that I never attended to them; 
but her hufband's pi£ture, which fhe always wears 
on her arm, and which perfedlly refembles him, is 
what flrikes me in a lady who has been married 
thefe fixteen or twenty years* * Look here,' faid 
the count one day to me, fhewing me his fnuflf box, 
• this is my daughter's pifture at fix years old ; fhe 
is the. only objeft of my hopes and cares on earth. 
This dear child has not yet had the fmall pox.' 

** They were fcarcely gone, when a fervant brought 
me fix bottles of Tokay from the count. I chatted 
with this man, and could not help obferving to him, 
that I admired the eloquent affedion with which he 
fpoke of his mafler. * Ah 1' faid he, • all in the 
houfe do the fame ; and any one who fhould be of 
a different opinion would not be endured amongft 
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tis. The count has fervants who hare ferved him 
thefe twenty years, and have never hes^d a harfli 
word from his mouth. Our mafter and m^refe 
treat us like their childpen : we cannot do oth^- 
wife than be faithful and honed ; accordingly, we 
all ferve them from attachment; and or^er and 
good condud reign throughout the houfe.' Thus, 
good mailers make good fervants. 

" I muft mention one more lady from Vienna, 
the Countefs T * * *, who has not the noble coun- 
tenance nor the charming manners of the Coun* 
tefs H*** but rather a melancholy air j though, 
at the fame time, a look of kindnefs : her phyfiog- 
nomy expreifes nothing but this virtue j but on ccm^ 
verfmg with her, you difcover in her as much fenfe 
as modefty. Her's is not original genius, but an un<« 
derftandhig formed by reading, experience and reflect 
tion, guided by an excellent heart. She remained 
at Carlfbad much longer than Countefs H * *, and 
our converfations have been much more familiar and 
uninterrupted. Madam, faid I one day to her, after 
we had been for a long time talking on education, 
from what I have heard you fay, I could wifli the em- 
prefswcretoentruft you with the care of educating one 
of the arch-ducheffes. * You are miftaken,* replied 
(he, * in the good opinion you have conceived of 
me. I have experienced, that reaJbning well on 
education, and being able to furmount the innume- 
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rabte obftacles which occur m ks execution, parti- 
cularly at court, are quite different things. During 
fix months I occupiAd that poft; after that, I r©- 
iigned it ; diOatisfied with inyfelf, and Tick both in 
body and mind* Froui an exedQve zeal to have 
eirery thing right, 1 accompliflwd nothing ; my 
great fauk was, not being able to conceal, when ne- 
ceffary, the impreiEons of the joy or diffatisfadHon I 
experienced. Even ff I was filenty my countenance 
espreilied, in fpite of myfelf, whatever paffed in my 
heart ; thus I gave occaiion to thofe I ought to have 
governed, to gain a power over me. It is difiicuit 
to educate one^s own children, but infinitely more 
fo to educate thofe who do not belong to us, when 
we are not endowed with the peculiar talents re&- 
qnifite for thb purpofe, and that we have no guide 
but our fceal and the rules of good fenfe. I know 
but one woman entirdy fit to educate other people-s 
children, this is Madame de Beaumont. My daugh- 
ter, wdiioiia you know,' 'continued fhe, ^ has been 
more formed by my example, (for I have never loft 
fight of her) than by my inftru£hions j more by my 
converfation, and the eMreme nlSeSdati fhe has for 
her mother ; more by the divine benedidion which 
I have daily implored, than by my wifdom and abi- 
lity.* This young lady is already grown up, and of 
a tnrly amiable chara&er : She is v^ry like Made^ 
moifcUedeS****. 
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<* I cannot pafs over in filence the Countefs H**, 
a Silefian lady. She was a canonefs, and came 
to Carlfbad to oblige the Prince * * *, her brother. 
She has a great deal of underftanding, quicknefs, 
and reading, and honours me with her regard. She 
is neither a Madame de H * •, nor a Madame dc 
T * *, • but is, neverthelefs, one of the moft eftima- 
ble perfons I have met with at the baths, and one for 
whom the Countefs V • * had the higheft r^ard. 
She returned to her chapter, which is in the Impe« 
rial dominions. I was obliged to promife that I 
would fend her my writings. Her brother is a man 
of merit, well informed, and very modeft. 

" The Prince de Z ♦ • * recurs juft now to my 
mind ; and provided you will promife not to fuf- 
peft me of vanity, I will repeat to you the obliging 
things he faid to me. He paffed through Carlfbad, 
and dined with the Countefs U***. He had heard 
of me, and wifhed to fee me. The countefs knew not 
how to contrive this, as I had once for all refufed 
invitations to her table, on account of my bad health. 
She therefore requefted the Countefs V** to engage 
me to call on her immediately after dinner, becaufe 
Ihe had fomething very particular to fay to me. I 
went accordingly, and found there the Prince de 
Z***, who began by faying to me, ' M. le Profef- 
feur, my youngeft fon, your great friend, would 
never forgive me had I paffed through Carlfbad 
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without feeing you. When he has employed his 
day well, and when he has been docile and diligent, 
he is, by way of reward, permitted^ fpend an hour 
in reading your writings. It will give him great 
pleafure, if you allow me to give him compliments 
from you, and the affurance of your friendfliip/ I 
beg leave to requeft this favour of your highnefs, 
and, at the fame time, requeft you to aiTure the 
prince, that I know of much higher rewards for his 
application than readmg my works. On this, he 
faid many flattering things, to which I liftened with- 
out blufliing, but nearly in filence. On taking leave 
of him, I thanked him for the protedion he had af- 
forded my country. * There is nothing in that to 
require thanks, M. le Profefleur ; my intentions were 
good, I could have wifhed, and perhaps I ought, to 
have done more.* 

** Thefe are nearly all the little anecdotes relative 
to my ftay at Carlfbad ; they are dry, and little in- 
terefting ; but you will fee by the writing, my dear 
friend, that they are traced by a fick man's hand, 
and they are only for your own eye. 

* ' We left Carlfbad the fecond of this month, and 
this is the fifth ; and on the toad, as well as here 
at Bonau,^ from whence I write to you, I have fuf- 
fered more, and lofl more, than during the five pre- 
ceding weeks. It is thus Providence fees fit to hum- 
ble me, that the praifes of men may not fwell my 
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heart with pride, and prefumption ; and that whilft 
they fee nothing in me but what is eftimable, I may 
be the more attentive to recoUeft my faults^ and 
the imperfeftions of which they are far from fuf- 
pefting me ; and which are in faft likely to efcape 
theiF obfervation. It is with the approbation of 
men as with riches ; a precious advantage, for which 
xfe ought to blefs heaven, but to which it is. eafy 
for us to yield up our hearts too mucli. I Ihall coo^ 
elude this- letter with fdme obfervations» I have, 
during this laft flay at Carlfbad, found fewer mca 
than women, of a rare and folid merit. Many idF 
thofe who frequent watering places, are more agrees 
ablf there than elfewhere, and without being aware 
of it, difguifc themfelves to a certain degree. Thofe 
who hare quitted their bufinefs, or the care of 
their houfe, feel the charm of liberty, and become 
more fbcial, more affable. The haughty, perceiving 
that there is no fatis&dion for them, if they do not 
deign to condefcend a little, become more gracious. 
As it is known from the firft, that this theatre 
will only be frequented during three or four weeks, 
moil of the perfonages endeavour to play a fine 
part; and to deferve appbaufe, they live and ad: with 
propriety. Many command their pafEons, as part 
of the regimen neceffary.to their cure, and becaufe 
every thing yields to the dread of fulFcring. The 
fick conftrain themfelves, left their ill humours 
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&oald make all that are in health fly from them. 
Thus, during fome weeks, the waters make men 
fodable, complaifant, modeft, compaflionate, affa- 
ble; and amongft a hundred people you meet there, 
very few are to be difcovered who do not appear 
endowed with excellent difpofitions. For this rea- 
fon, I have always enquired what charafter my ac- 
quaintance boi*e when removed to a diftance from 
CarMbad. 

*^ One word concerning the Prince de L***. I 
have enjoyed very little of the fociety of this prince, 
whom I much love and honour. I have only once 
taken a ride with him on horfeback, and only twice 
dined at his table, though it depended wholly on 
myfelf to have been at it every day. At his own 
houfe he was always furrounded with company ; 
every one being eager to pay their court to him, 
and in the public walks, I was not my own matter. 
I have been no fmali loofer by this privation ; for 
you know how much merit this prince poffeffes. 
The princefs, his wife, is worthy of him. 

^^ I muft not omit relating to you a little difafter 
which befel me at Carlibad, which gave me much 
uneafinefs at the time, and will always continue to 
give me fome. From the firft of my attendance at 
the fpring, my teeth, already in a bad ftate, fuffer- 
ed from the quantity of burning hot water I was ob- 
liged to drink ; at length, things went fo far, that 
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It coli me — (O, I had rather have loft my bodksj 
though they are nothhxg lefs than indifferent to me) 
-^it coft me the middle upper tooth, the tooth moil 
efTentiai to fpeech, and which had for a long time 
paft loft its two neighbours. * Be compofed,' faid my 
phyfician, who was a witneis of the uneafinefs this 
occafioned me, * there is a very able dentift from 
Prague in this place, who replaces loft teeth ex- 
tremely well } called upon as you are to fpeak in 
public, you muft abfolutely have reCourfe to him. 
I relufitantly fent for the dentift. He promifed won- 
ders ; tormented me with murderous inftruments i 
and with many ftrokes of the lancet and the file, 
ftuck into my gums a row of three teeth. I en* 
dured all this, and in the midft of my fufferings, 
went to dine at the Countefs V * *'s : Lo ! with 
my new teeth, I could neither fpeak, eat, nor lleep« 
In the afternoon I fent for the dentift, and defired 
him to deliver me from my torment, and never 
more to fpeak to me of falfe teeth. There are 
three ducats for your trouble, added I, with acri- 
mony, take back thefe teeth and keep them, till I 
call for them. Thus I loft an indifpenfable tooth, 
three ducats and a whole dz^y. In the morning, 
(for the dodor and the dentift had fpread abroad 
the bufmefs) I received numberlefs congratulations 
on the good fuccefs of the operation ; at night, as 
many comjjjiiments of condolence. Whilft ftand- 



Digitized by 



Google 



^37 

ing at my window, ftill occupied with my lofles, I 
faw a poor old jew pafs by, ftruck long ago with the 
palsy, dragged along by his wife and two children, 
and who came to Carlfbad from forty nules beyond 
Warfaw ; Art not thou much happier than that 
man ? faidi to myfelf ! Thou art able to fpeak, and 
to walk, he can do neither the one nor the other ; 
take good care not to be ungrateful ! 

" At the'moment of our arrival at Carlfbad, the 
Count Esterhasi, formerly envoy to our court, was 
buried. He fet out ill from Vienna, and thought 
himfelf furc of recovering at Carlfbad ; he drank 
fix glaffes the very evening he arrived, flept well, 
began again the next day, and the third day ter- 
minated his life. O Lord, teach us to meditate on 
death in a falutary manner ! with this thought I took 
possession of my appartment. 

" The Countefs V • *, and the Prince L • * * have 
folicited me to . take a journey to Drefden with 
them, but my health will not allow me to liflen to 
this propofal, and I preferred to return by the trou- 
blefome road of Annaberg, Chemnitz, and Bonau. 
Adieu, my^ friend; prefent the afTurances of my 
cfleem and friendfhip to your parents, your fifler, 
your brothers, &c. Bonau, 7th and 8th of Augufl^ 
1764. 

" One more little adventure jufl to fill up this 
page. One morning as I was paffing the new fpring 
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on horfeback) a gentleman ran up to me, and vnth 
much pplitenefs, ftqpt my faorfe. ^ Btrdon me an 
indifcreet queftion M. leProfefieur, I am tbie Baron 
de S * *, of Silefia. I think I am acqu^nted ya^ih 
your horfe, and am curious to know whether you 
have had him long.' How long M« le Baron, I 
really cannot fay exaftly ; more than a yean But, 
perhaps, you wifli to know from whence I had him ? 
I anfwer : from Prince Henry of Pruffia's ftables. 
*vNow I underftand it all ;' faid the baron, * hia ad- 
jutant-general M. de Kalkrutter, bought this horfe 
of me for the prince, who rode it on all his marches^ 
I have fo much regard for you M. le Profeffeur, it 
is fo good a horfe, and I myfelf have rode it fo often, 
that I am glad to fee it in your pofleffion. I thanked 
the baron, and begged him not to lay claim to his 
horfe/* 

Gellert, who willingly acquitted himfelf, not only 
of what he confidered as a duty, but of vAxax. was 
reprefented to him as fuch^ by oth^s, had underta* 
ken this journey in obedience to his phyfidans and 
friends, rather than from any hope he had of ob- 
taining relief. From death alone he expeded de- 
liverance from his fufFerings, and he daily famili- 
arifed his mind more and more with thi^ idea, which 
formerly he could not eonfider without terror. He 
felt his ftrength daily diminiih ; even the occupations 
he had been engaged in for fo many y^ars, became 
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painful to him, from a^ habituid heayinefs, which 
prevented his attendOsig to them with a free and fe- 
reae mind. In order, therefore, to feconomife the 
remaining ftrength he haid, and to co^fe^rate to the 
public good as much of it as poffible, he confined him* 
felf, from this time, within the circle of knowledge 
be had already acquired, and endeavoured to make 
it as ufeful to his auditors, as <:ould * be expeded 
from fuch an inftrudor as himfelf. Tfie eagemefs 
with which thefe le0bn$ were attended, had not di- 
miniihed ; and whether they had for obje£t the belles 
lettres or morals, they were as inftrudive and as 
interefting as ever ; even his languid airs, his en- 
feebled voice, his fweet and dejeded looks, made 
them ftill more affefting. Without having attained 
old age, he poflefled the dignity of a venerable old 
man, to whom youth liftens with attention, love, 
and refpe£J:, becaufe even his gravity carried the im- 
preffion of kindnefs and good-will. The lefTomr 
which came from his lips, had the charin of a fine 
fummer's evening, at the moment when the fun 
iheds its laft beams, and his abfence deprives na- 
ture of the luftre, without taking from its beauty. 
It is well known, in his own country, with what 
fuccess, during the laft years of his life, he gave 
lefTons feveral times in the elector's prefence; in 
that of hjs illuftrious family, and of his court, 
from 1765 till 1769. The tears he drew from 
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his audience, proved how much they were a£- 
feded, not only *by the things he faid, and his man- 
per of faying them, but alfo by the perfonal merit 
of the orator.' . The fovereign, as well as the elec- 
trefs, his mother, gave him every aifurance of their 
efteem, and particular marks of their favour. In 
1767, he had been liftened to with fo much plea- 
furd, that the elector defired a copy of his moral, 
kffons, faying, ' he was defirous of having them for 
his own inftrudion •' Such a heart as Gellert's could 
not but feel much fatisfaftion from thisj however 
much he was detached from worldly interefts. 

The following year the vifible diminution of his 
ftrength inclined him to refign his employ^lent, and 
to retire into the country near fome of his friends, 
and occupy himfelf folely with his end. But he gave 
up this projed. He felt lefs impre^ed with the ne- 
ceffity of feeking retirement, than with the duty of 
intruding the (Indents by his lefibns, his advice, 
I0id his example, as long as his ftrength had not to- 
tally abandoned him ; and that, in itfelf, was cer- 
tainly the beft preparation for death, of whofe ap- 
proaches he was well aware. The greater his zeal 
for his fcholars, the more he was afflifted when they 
*did what was wrong ; and to recal them to the path 
of duty, he addreffed them in the ferious and aflfec- 
tionate language pf a father and a friend. This had 
its cflfeft on ^the young people, becaufe they were 
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foil of veneration and attachment to their mafter. 
He experienced this in a very remarkable manner 
in 1768, about a year before his death, when fud- 
denly, an unhappy fpirit of difcord and diforder 
broke out amongft the academical youths Gellert 
was extremely fearful left this diforder fhould pre- 
judice the univerfity, which, for half a century, had 
been diftinguiftied for its virtue and the decency of 
its ftudents ; and to ftop the progrefs of the evil, 
he, of his own aocord, terminated one of his moral 
leffons with a grave and touching exhortation to 
peace and good morals. This had power enough to 
engage his numerous auditors to excite one another 
to return to their duty, from regard to their mafter. 
It is true th^difturbances began again in a few days^ 
but even at this moment of giddinefs and confofion, 
the ftudents did not fail to give unequivocal proofs 
of their refpeft for Gellert. The government wifh- 
ed him to renew his exhortations in another dif- 
courfe ; and though he had very little time to com* 
pofe it, and that his health was in a deplorable ftate, 
his remonftrances muft have made a great impref- 
fion on thofe of his fcholars who retained any fen- 
fibility, 

". The foreigner and the citizen, gentlemen, the 
higher orders and the people, have ever confidered 
our academyas afchool of propriety and good morals. 
Let us watch, I conjure you, over the maintenan<ie 
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of its good reputation, which may be taraiflied by 
Hceatioufhefs; and let us labour to give it frefli luftre 
by making peace and good order to reign in it. Haw 
neceffary, at this time, are thefe admonitions, thcfe 
which I addrefs to you! From whom can you be more 
difpofed to liften to them, than from a man whofe 
zeal and attachment you well know ; who deeply 
interefts himfelf in your honour, your pleafuses^ 
your real happinefs j a man, in fhort; who has had 
the felicity of gaining your efteem and your affec- 
tion. You will liften to me, then, O my beloved 
difciples ! It is not only I myfelf, however, who 
fpeak to you ; I fpeak likewife in the name, and by 
order of my fovereign, and of yours j of the fove- 
r^ign whom I have glory in obeying, whilft fome of 
' thofc who hear me are, perhaps, very far from 
feeking their glory in this fubmiffion. It is, then, 
in the name of the fovereign, that I muft tell you — 
but it is not to you, virtuous difciples, that I addrefe 
myfelf^ to you who are animated by the noble defire 
of inftru£tion ; it is to a fmall number of frivolous 
and reftlefs young men that I am to fet forth im- 
portant truths, of which they appear to have loft 
fight ; it is to them I declare, that in a well order- 
ed republic, no one can, without a crime, ereft him- 
felf into a defender of his prerogatives, his liberties, 
his pretended, or real rights, inftead of having i^- 
courfe to fovereign authority; it is to them I d£- 
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dsLTCy that to excite fio£turnat diilurbances, is to 
overturn the laws, difturb the general tranquility, 
and grievoufly to oiFend a refpedable public : It is 
them whom 1 adyertife, that fuch tumults are con- 
trary to the intention even of him who occafions 
d&em, and laay lead, dreadful thought ! may lead 
to the horrible crime of taking away the life of his 
feUow creature; finally, it is to thefe I declare, that 
he who infringes the laws of the fovereign, infringes 
the laws of God himfelf. And who art thou, young 
man, to dare voluntarily, and in cool blood, to re« 
bel agamft thy God ! 

*' What ! my dear felloW citizens, in the tranquil 
hours, of the night, whilfl pious hearts raifed to 
heaven, invoke and blefs their God ; whiift the fick, 
ext^ided on their beds, figh after r^poie and confo- 
lation i is it then that cries, tumult, and violence, 
interrupt the prayers of the Chriftian, and redouble 
the groans of the iick, difturb the meditations of 
the fcholar, who facrifices his fleep to the defire of 
tnftru6ting mankind, or to the labours of the artift, 
employed either for our ufe or our pleafures ? Can 
we contemplate with a tranquil aye this d^ravity 
of morals, this diforder, till now unknown hi this 
place ? I would rather go and throw myfelf at the 
foet of my prince, who loves decency, fobriety, vir- 
tue ; who teaches them by his example ; I would 
gO) not to folicit a &vour he has permitted me to 
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rcqueft, but to conjure him to ad with feverity, to 
make the full weight of his difpleafure fall on the 
turbulent and libertine fpirits, in order to re-efta- 
blifli good morals amongft us ; or I would requeft 
of him, as the oiily favour, to permit my languiffi- 
ing, my laft days, to be fpent in a more peaceful 
place than Leipfick ; a refidence formerly fo calm, 
and fo dear to my heart, but, alas ! where I can 
no longer fucceed in teaching the art of living vir- 
tuoufly. 

*^ O my fellow-citizens, my friends, pupils of this 
univerfity, children of refpeftable parents, in whofe 
names I at this moment addrefs you, it is not thus 
you ought to condudl: yourfelves : Rather keep be- 
fore your eyes whatfoever things are honeji^ what-^ 
foever things are juji^ whatfoever things are pure^ 
whatfoever things are lovely ^ whatfoever things are 
of good report ; if there be any virtue^ any praife^ 
think on thefe things. This is your glory, O young 
people ! your true glory before God and before 
man ! And would ye rather feek for it iu the 
approbation of a few thoughtlefs young men, who 
neither know their own interefts nor yours, nor 
the dilates of honour ! and who, in a few years 
will ^ave no further connexion with you, thap 
to find this glory in the approbation and love 
of rational men, of your patrons, your mafters, 
and of thofe on whom your fortune depends ? And 
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could ye without bluflung, feek by violence in day* 
light, and in the face of men, what ye dare to feek 
when the Ihades of night envelope ye !'* 

** O ! my brethren, where do ftudents enjoy 
more confideration, more pleafures, than have al- 
ways been found in our academy ? Have we not 
public theatres, concerts, gardens, country-houfes, 
and libraries ? Have we not open tables, and 
every kind of afliftance for thofe who are not in 
eafy circumftances ? Do not the dire£kors of the 
univerfity govern us with mildnefs ? Does not the 
magiftrate watch with folicitude over the public 
fafety ? Does the governor exercife any other au- 
thority over us, than that of a father over his chil- 
dren ? And fhould we not make it our glory to 
fhew our gratitude by leading under their dire&ion, 
a Chriftian and peaceable life, in all decency and 
piety ? It is with the hope of feeing my prayers fuc- 
cefsful, that I quit this chair, to which I had rather 
never more return, if my hope proves fallacious, 
and my paternal felicitations fhould be rejeded/^ 

Gellert did not experience this vexation, and 
it is well known that this exhortation contributed 
very much to the re-eftablifhment of the public 
order and tranquillity* His health grej¥ weaker, 
in the mean time, every day, and he no longer 
enjoyed'tliofe intervals of eafe which he had fome- 
thnes felt during the preceding years. His dan 
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gerous fituation occafioned univerfal affli£Hon.-— 
The eleftor felt it fenfibly ; and in order to faci- 
litate to him a kind of exercife which might be fa- 
lutary, he ordered to be chofen from ambnglt 
his horfes the gchtleft and fafeft as a prefent to Gel- 
iert. No one could be more .grateful than OcUert 
tvas for this teftimony of his fovereign's kindnefs j 
and in a letter, giving an account to a friend of the 
prefent he had received, of the cariofity with which 
the horfe and its trappings bad been examined, and 
of all the difcourfes held on the occafion, a fort of 
gaiety difcovers itfelf, now feldom to be perceived 
in him. His body, however, was fo much worn 
but by his continued fuflferings, that he was in- 
capable of fupporting even the gentleft exercife. 
This ftate of weaknefs hindered him from ma- 
king fome alterations he had projefted in his 
works, of which a new edition was publifhed in 
1768. 

" The fituation of my health," fays he in his 
preface, •* forbids me from attempting any correc- 
tion ; I would willingly have fuppreffed part of my 
works, had I poffeffed the right of fo doing. I am, 
however, obliged to prefent them ^gain to the pub- 
lic, nearly fuch as they were, when that public 
deigned to grant them fo favourable a reception ; 
and I dare flatter myfetf, that it will excufe their 
faults in general, and efpecially in fome pieces, (the 
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produ£Hon of my youth), if it judges that the re- 
maining parts may be ufefuL I have only macje 
fome alterations in my theatrical pieces, becaufe 
their reprefentation on the ftage makes this kind of 
writing more liable than any other to produce bad 
impreilions x>n the heart, and that it is impoilible to 
be too prudent and circumfpeft in whatever may in- 
fluence tafte and morals.*' Gellert dedicated this 
new edition in 1769, to the elector of Saxony. 
" With how much goodnefs,'' writes he in his 
journal, *' did that excellent prince receive me, and 
what obiigii^g expreffions fell from his lips, when I 
told him, that thepurport of this dedication was not fo 
much to prove my gratitude to him, which no words 
could exprefs, as to remind .the public how greatly 
I was indebted to my prince, and how much happi*- 
nefs Saxony enjoyed in having fuch a fovereign. 
** I thank you very mucb,^* replied he, ** that can not 
but do me honour ; your name is celebrated every where J* 
When I was about to withdraw ; ^^ Jhall not I hear 
ane more of your moral lectures j* faid he, " when I go to 
the approaching fair at Leipfic V* Very foon after I ' 
gave a lefture, and, God be .praifed, not without 
fuccefs; its fubjc£t was the empire we ought to 
have over ourfelves. I can hardly venture to fay 
how much the eleftor and eledrefs thanked ;ne for 
it. God gave me ftrength to overcome the fatigue 
of the fair j and I evejjy where received teftimonie$ - 
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of efteem and a&€tion/' Soon after^ he went by 
lleiflen to Oberau, and to Haynichen. After his 
return from this journey, ^* I have,** fays he, ^* ta- 
ken my laft leave of my native town; may God 
bkfs it, proted my relatives, and have pity on me !** 
. On his return in 1769, he determined to revife 
and cotred his moral leflbns. He had been fre- 
quently and preflingly folicited to publifh them; 
and many of his friends advifed him to it. He felt 
fome difficulty in determining to do fo, fearing the 
work might not be worthy to be tranfmitted to po- 
fterity; the4uccefs thefe leflbns had met with in 
his auditory, and which not even Gellert's modefty 
could conceal from him, was infufficient to overcome 
his doubts ; becaufe h& believed, not without reafon, 
that the reader is more difficult than the hearer, and 
that th^ orator who fpeaks, has many advantages 
over the author who prints. However, the &vour- 
able opinion entertained by his friends of this work, 
determined him to revife it as carefully as he could, 
to put it in a condition to be printed after his death ; 
but which unfortunately preceded the execution of 
this projeA ; and Gellert, in his laft iboments, en- 
trufted the editipn of his moral leflbns to the care of 
Meflrs Schlegel and Heyer, to whom the public i$ 
indebted for it. It is vifible, in the difcourfe which 
Gellert defigned as an introduction to his book, 
what a^modeft opinion he enteitained of it. His tw# 
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friends obferved in their preface, that thefe leflbns 
were lefs defigned to fatisfy curiofity, to inform and 
exercife the underftanding, than to touch the heart; 
We ipuft not, therefore, feek in them for new difco- 
veries in morality, new fyftems, ingenious hypothe- 
fis, demonftrations, properly fo called, and folutions 
of embarraffing cafes of confdence* Their great 
merit coniifts in the judicious choice of the moft 
ufeful fubje&s ; in the method in which they are 
treated ; and in the attention of the author never to 
lofe fight of the Chriftian religion, on which he 
. founds the bafis of all his morality. Some perfons, 
however, . have not confidered the work in this 
point of view. In order to find out a weak fide m 
it, (for many are fond of difeovering faults in the 
produdions^of a celebrated writer), fome have pre- 
tended to remark that it wanted depth. Gellert 
had no intention that it fhould be deep ; therefore, 
the critidfm falls to the ground of itfelf ; but the 
juitice due to this excellent work requires the fol- 
lowing obfervation : viz. that many are inclined to 
believe that the waters of a river are deep, becaufe 
they are muddy ; whereas a clear ftream appears to 
them fhallow, becaufe their fight can penetrate 
through it to the bottom. 

Gellert did not live to fuj>erintend the publicatioa 
of one of his moft imiportant works ; his ftrength 
was entirely exhaufted. . For a confiderable time he 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



had been fubjed to a painful conftipation ; he was 
perpetually obliged to have recourfe to art, but the 
oftener fuch ailiftailce is neceflary, the more it acr 
celerates the extin£tion of that ftrength which it has 
for a moment re-animated. In the beginning of 
December 1769^ the diforder made an alarming 
progrefe. Meffrs Heyne and Hebenftreit, both ex- 
perienced phyficians, both zealous friends of Gel- 
lert^ flew to his afliftance, and employed every power 
of their art to fave him. Their mailer, the able 
and learned Ludwig, who had over them the ad- 
vantage of a longer experience, united his efforts 
with theirs to dlfcover and apply new remedies. 
The Towii and Univerfity Ihuddered at the idea 
of the lofi with which they were threatened. But 
the moment of his reward was come ; and Gellert, 
who had given up all hope of longer life, experi- 
enced, perhaps for the firft time, a pure and unmix- 
ed joy. He had frequently occupied his mind in 
reflecting on his end, but, by his own confeflion, 
this idea commonly difl:urbed him, and he feared 
not being able to overcome the terrors of death. 
The more a Chriflian is humble, the lefs he dares 
reckon on that fecret flrength which religion im- 
parts in times of need. His fear of death, w^s» 
doubtlefs, a merely mechanical emotion ; and his 
foul waited for that moment in which the Chriftiaa 
beholds death without apprehenfion, and even with 
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joy. A finn, but ever humble cbnfideiice in th< 
mercy of God, through Jefus Chriil, appeared to 
elevate him above himfelf ; and melancholy, the 
conftant companion of his life, did not dare follow 
him to the confines of eternity. He was delivered 
from his apprehenfions, and, neverthelefs, preferyed 
a conftant fenfe of his imperfedions, and of his un* 
worthinefs in the light of the Supreme Bemg. He 
6xed his thoughts on the beatitude to which he wa$ 
approaching ; and to confole his friends, diftra&ed. 
by the convidion that medical art tried in vain to 
prolong his days, he converfed with them on the 
glorious profpe£): before him* 

Four days previous to bis death, he had a private 
conveflation with his fifter-in-law, a very refpe^ble 
woman, whofe virtues had entirely, gained his 
efteem, and who had been mod affiduouily atten- 
' dve to him during his illnefs ; and with Dr Heyne, 
the dldefl: fiiend he had at Leipfic : Thefe converfe- 
dohs turned on family affairs, and on the publica- 
tion of his remaining works, of which he bequeath- 
ed the care to his two abfent friends, Me0r8 Schle- 
gel and Heyer. His brother was too deiply affed- 
ed by the ftate in which he faw him, to be pte£eat 
at thefe hft arrangements. When Gellert bad 
compleated them, maftering, in fome fort, his weak- 
aefs and his pains, he fat up, and,' unco verii^ his 
nead, the hairs of which already began to wbken. 
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he pronounced aloud fuch fervent prayers, animated 
iinth fo deep a fentiment of humility, of gratitude, 
and of love for his God, his looks raifed to heaven 
cxprefled fuch a profound peace, fo celeftial a joy^ 
that it feemed to his friends as if they faw the image 
of a holy patriarch, a Jacob on his death bed bleC* 
fing his children. He endeavoured to recall to his 
remembrance all the particular bleffings he had re* 
ceived from Divine Goodnefs ; he fpedfically 
named all thofe of his friends who were ftill alive, 
many of his abfent difciples, and recommended them 
in his prayers to the Divine favour and protedion. 
But he did not wholly confine himfelf to the 
bleffings he had received ; he recalled to his mind 
his faults, his weaknefles, and that with fuch a dcr 
gree of humility, as produced an indelible impreC> 
iion on the minds of thofe prefent. This prayer 
was pronounced with a weak, but very intelligible 
voice ; and the fire of devotion with which it wag 
animated, filled their eyes with tears, and their 
hearts with a refpe& for his piety, beyond what 
they ever felt before. 

i^fter having converfed and prayed with thai two 
above-mentioned perfons, he fdl back on his bed, 
continued his meditations in filence, and thus pre« 
pared hintfelf for the converfation of a worthy ec- 
clefiaftic in whom he had much confidence, and 
from whofe hands he wiflied to receive the boty 
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fiicrament for the laft time. On the entrance of 
this friend, the manner in which Gellert fpoke to 
him of his death, fliewed that nothing difturbed the 
inward calm of his mind. He was very attentive 
to all the words uttered by the pious minifter ; but 
nothing ^ffefted him more, nor excited in his heart 
a more lively fentiment of joy, than the confidera- 
tion of the infinite love of the Redeemer towards 
mankind ; and this fentiment was accompanied with 
the moft profound refpeft, and the fincereft humili- 
ty. When amongft the paffages of Scripture fuited 
to his fituation, thefe words taken from the hiftory 
of Lazarus were pronoxmced, ^" Lord^ behold he 
whom thou lovejl is ftck ;** penetrated with the fenfe 
of this paffage, " Ah !" exclaimed he, " might I be 
happy enough to be allowed to apply thefe words 
to myfelf !'* His paftor and his friend making him 
fenfible that the Chriftian, who feeks falvation only 
in the merits of his Saviour, may be certain he is the 
peculiar objeft of his love, he immediately applied 
this confoling promife to himfelf : Yes,. I hope, it O 
my Saviour, I hope that thou loveft me as one of 
thine own. 

The power of thefe feritiments fo far exceeded 
that of his fuflFerings, that, in the midft of the moft 
Violent pains, no complaint fell from his lips, only 
he requefted his friends to pray for him. One of 
thefe having afked him whether he fufiercd much ? 
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♦* Moft affuredly,** replied the pious fufferer, ** but 
thefe pains are fupportable/' ^^ You have already 
endured many evils with firmnefs and rdignadqa/' 
added his friend, ^^ you will flili continue to fuffer 
mtb Chriftian fortitude ; that religion which has 
ftrengthened you during your life^ will fupport you 
in the hour of death.** *' Alas, my dear friend,'* 
replied Gellert, <^ I am a weak man, a poor finner ; 
pray for me that I may not yield to temptai^on/* 
Sincere as was this confeifion, as fincerely did he 
think himfelf certain of obtaining pardon, through 
the merits of the Redeemer. 

On hearing of his danger, Mr Heyer came to 
Leipfic to fee him ; the moment Gellert perceived 
him, he faid, " This is a truih^ and worthy to be re^ 
eeived of all meuj that Jefus Chrift came into the 
world to fave finners ; this, my dear friend, this is 
my cpnfeffion of faith on my death bed. But,'* 
continued he with vifible joy, " mercy has been ex- 
tended to me ; yes, God extends his mercy to me ; 
this is what I, moreover, acknowledge : it is in this 
hope that I live, and am going to die.** He then 
fet himfelf to exalting aloud, and in the moil affeS* 
ing manner, the infinite mercy of God. 

Thefe pious difpofitions mani&fted themfelves 
particularly in his laft communion ; and though his 
illnefs had already reduced him to a deplorable 
date, he coUeded all his remaining ftrength, in or- 
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der to acknowledge his faults, and make his confef- 
iion of faith ; and the ardent zeal with which he 
was animated, muft have abforbed, at that moment 
all his fenfe of fuffering. He applied to himfelf all 
the promifes of grace, which the deeply affefted mi- 
nifter placed before him from the Gofpel, with the 
titmoft ardour, and with a tone of voice which an- 
nounced the celeftial joy with which his heart over- 
flowed ; he called on thofe who witnefTed this zQt 
of religion to edify themfelves, with him, and to ce- 
lebrate the glory of the Divine mercy. He at the 
fame time aflured the minifter, that he had never 
felt fo entirely the comfort and efficacy of the evan- 
gelical pronufes ; and that at this, more than at any 
other time, he felt how much thofe are to be pitied 
who refufe to feek their confolation in the Saviour'^ 
merits. 

Notwithftanding the violence of his diforder, no- 
thing could difturb the courage and ferenity of his 
foul i and he difcovered none of thofe marks of 
weaknefs, which are too often feen in fimilar cir- 
cumftances, even in true Chriftians. 

The phyficians, in the mean time, tried every 
thing their art could fuggeft, to fave his life. The 
news of his defperate flate reached the eledor : 
much affe&ed by the iituation of this moft ufeful ci- 
tizen, he ordered the able Demiani to go to Leipfic, 
and to join his endeavours with thofe of the univer- 
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fity phyficians, to fave a life he fo much valued, and 
defired to have an exad account of the fuccefs of 
their united efforts. Gellert fubmitted to all their 
experiments with admirable patience and courage j 
no complaint efcaped him, though out of four and 
twenty hours, he was conftantly obliged to pafs fix- 
teen under the furgeons hands. All, however, was 
in vain ; neither the {kill and ailiduity of his phyfi- 
cians, the zeal and friendihip by which they were 
animated, nor the kind attention of his fovereign, 
could arreft the departure of that life which every 
one fo ardently wilhed fhould be prolonged. In 
the midft of the violent pains attendant on an in- 
flammation of the bowels, the pious fufferer was oc- 
cupied with the paffion of his Saviour, who, he 
faid, had fulFered infinitely more to obtain for him 
the pardon of his fins ; and his foul was fo entirely 
abforbed in the contemplation of this falutary death, 
that he appeared little alive to the fenfe of his own 
fufferings. So much ftrength and courage does re* 
ligion communicate to the dying Chriftian ! 

The frefli proof he received of the intereft taken 
in him by the elector, on the arrival of the phyfician 
belonging to the court, excited his gratitude, and 
he loudly praifed God for this confolation. . " But," 
added he, as if fearful of yielding too much to the- 
pleafure it gave him ; "let us not place our trufl; 
in princes, they cannot help us, however good they 
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way be, and whatever 4pfire they may have to be 
ufefiil to us : my help comes from God !" When 
M. Deraiani expreffed to him the efteem and aflfec- 
tion the prince had for him, and the alarm his ill- 
nefs occafioned at court, Gellert Ihed tears of grati- 
tude. He fervently prayed for the profperity of fo 
good a fovereign, and for that of all his family. 
The fuflFcrings of our Saviour being conflantly in 
his thoughts, he compared afrefh his ftate with that 
of Jefus, on the crofs ; obferving, that mere fubjefl 
as he was, he died honoured with the compaflioa 
of his prince, whilft the Redeemer of mankind had 
not even obtained juftice from men. At a moment 
when the diforder feemed to have attained its height; 
he exclaimed with a figh, "** O what fufferings !*' 
" But,*' refumed he imimediately, *' what are thofe 
fufferings in comparifon of thofe of my Saviour ! He 
was reviled by thofe about him ; and I, unwerthy 
creature, experience the good will of my prince !** 
Thus he intermixed ads of thanks for temporal be* 
nefits, with teftimonies of gratitude for the great 
blef&ng of redemption ; and thus in prayers conti*- 
nually renewed, he implored without ceafing his 
pardon, and the completion of his falvation. His 
intimate friends refident at Drefden, and, in parti** 
cular, his beloved Wagner, had haftened to fee him j 
he confoled them with the moft affefling tendernefs, 
and required from them no other office than that 
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they would pray for him, and help him to elevate 
his mind to God, when the violence of his diforder 
fliould make it impoifible for him to pray himfelf ^ith 
uninterrupted fervour. " I find it difficult/* faid he, 
** to follow what is addreffed to me, only repeat to 
me the name of Jefus ; whenever I pronounce it, or 
hear it pronounced by others, I feel myfelf animated 
with new ftrength, and frelh joy. Full of thefc 
fentiments, his deliverance drew nigh. His exte- 
nuated body decayed gradually ; his foul maintain- 
ed itfelf in that happy tranquillity arifing from hope. 
The day preceding his death, fome hours reft gave 
him power to renew his prayers for his fovereign, 
his relations, his friends, and the difciples who had 
been entrufted to his care ; he named them all, and 
blefled them. His wiihes in their behalf was his 
only return to the world he was leaving. At length 
he thought he felt the final approaches o£ death, 
and wifhed to know of his friends how much longer 
he might have to ftruggle with it. On being an- 
fwered, perhaps an hour ; ^^ God be praifed,'' faid 
he, with looks of joy, and raifing his bands, '^ only 
one more hour!** Then with a ftill more ferene 
countenance, he turned on his fide, prayed to God 
in filence, and in the midft of this prayer, and thofe 
of ail pre&nt, who furrounded bis bed, 1^ flepC the 
fleep of death, on the 13th of December 1769, at 
midnight. 
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This fo peaceful end, recalls and confirms what 
Addifon faid when expiring : " Thus dies the Chrif- 
tian.** And thus Gellert obtained his wifli, exptef- 
fed in a letter, wherein he mentions Addifon's death, 
laying, ** Gre^a God^ how happy Jbould I be^ ifny lafi 
mdJhotddhelikehisV' 

The afflidion which fpread itfelf in the morning 
throughout the town, with the news of Gellert's 
death, was fo lively and io univerfal, that it would 
be difficult to find words to exprefs it. The whole 
nation ihared in the grief of his fellow-citizens, as 
well as in that of the inhabitants of other countries, 
for whofe happinefs he had laboured, by enlighten-* 
ing the underftandings, forming the morals, and in* 
flilling virtue and piety into fo great a number of 
young people. Perhaps' no grave has ever been 
watered with fo many, and fuch (incere tears. He 
was praifed with an enthufiafm, immediately after 
his death, which went beyond the bounds which 
ought to be prderved in praifmg even the befl: oF 
mortals ; becaufe exceffive praifes may lead to a 
fufpidon k£ the real merit, and jofl: reputation of 
the perfon fo praifed. 

The fuperintendant of the pofts, die worthy bro- 
ther of Gellert, a man of letters, who lived in the 
ftriftefl fiiendfeip with him, did not furvive the 
grief of this feparation above a month. 
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All who were well acquainted with Gellert, will 
ever remember him, with a mixture of joy and ten- 
demefs ; fo precious is the advantage of having had 
him for a friend ! True merit is fcarce at all times, 
and every where ; but amongfl extraordinary men, 
it is ilill more uncommon to find thofe who make 
it their chief bufinefs to improve their hearts by re- 
ligion, to do good for the love of fo doing j and 
employ all the gifts they have received from nature, 
in fuch a manner as may be moft advantageous to 
their fellow-creatures. Gellert deferved this praife, 
the refult of admiration, but ftill more the efFeft of 
attachment ; praife of which every virtuous man 
paid him the tribute, not only from a fenfe of jut 
tice, but with joy ; and which even the vicious man 
could not refufe him ; praife, in Ihort,'^ which he 
derived from his virtues and his piety, mone than 
from his genius. • 

Gellert was of a moderate heighth,- though he 
feemed tall enough when he raifed his head, which 
generally hung down. His thinnefs was extreme, 
but nothing could be more noble than his counte- 
nance ; his forehead was high, and his eyes full of 
expreilion ; he had an aquiline nofe, and a hand- 
fome mouth. The flate of fufFering in which he 
lived, had made him contrad a ferious look, which 
had even the appearance of melancholy, but through 
which ihofiie the humanity, candour, and benevo- 
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lence which chara£terlzed his foul. In thole mo- 
ments in which he fufFered lefs than ufual, when he 
received the vifit of a friend, or when he learnt the 
fnccefs of a charitable undertaking, an amiable fere- 
nity, a fweet fmile overfpread his countenance. His 
language was clear, iniinuating, and the found of 
his voice had in it fomething fo tender, that it pene- 
trated to the bottom of the hearts of thofe he con- 
verfed with. This tone of voice enibelliflied what- 
ever he read or recited, Amongft Ihofe who have 
'heard him, there are, doubtlefs, very few who do 
not recoiled that in reading his poems, particularly 
his fpiritual fongs, or when addreffing to them a 
pathetic exhortation in his moral leffons, Gellert 
frequently drew tears from the eyes of his audi- 
ence. 

Several portraits have been taken of him, each 
of which bears fome refemblance to the original. 
Thofe by Baufen and by Geyfer, the firft engraved 
on copper, the other in aqua fortis, are the beft ; 
But the public promife themfelves one ftill better 
from Baufen, after an excellent portrait painted by 
Graf. The medal ftruck for him at Drefden by 
Stieler, Cameos, engraved by Kangfdorf, feveral 
china figures of him of the Meiffen manufaftory, his 
head taken in wax by Spohlen, and his liiedallion 
in Berlin porcelain, are diftixiguilhed amongft the 

X 
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attempts hitiherto made, to immortalize features 
which Gellcrt's foul has made fo interefting. 

In Geilert, the virtues and faults of natural difpo* 
fition fo counterbalanced one another, that it was 
eafy to improve the one, and to weaken or correS 
the other. His feeling and tender heart attached 
itfelf paiEonately to every thing that can lead to 
true glory ; he was full of candour and fratoknefs, 
incapable of diffimulation and referve. In his youth, 
he was fufceptible of a lively gaiety, but without 
ever allowing it to rife to an excefs which reaSon 
might condemn. In riper age he could be ferene, 
but was hardly ever gay ; he was hot fubjeft to 
thofe alternatives of noify mirth, often experiaaccd 
by hypochondriacs ; and he had fo much command 
over his melancholy, that no one fuffered from it 
but himfelf. 

None of his natural propenfities had a ftrong do- 
minion over him. He had a certain warmth of 
temper, which might produce in him a fudden cha- 
grin, and momentary anger j but which never gave 
rife to a continued refentment. The only propenfi- 
ty he was particularly called on to refift, and which, 
by his own [confeffion, might have had a bad influ- 
ence on his moral charadler, was the defire of praife 
and celebrity ; but his miftruft of himfelf, reftrain- 
ed this propenfity within juft bounds, and religion. 
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which embelfifhed all his virtues^ gave him ftrength 
to overcome it. 

From his earlieft years, Gellert had been taught 
a high refpeft for religion ^ and during the whole 
courfe of his life^ he experienced the happy infiu- 
ences of this early impreilion, though not always in 
the fame degree. It was not to meer philofophical 
reafonings, and enquiries into the nature of things, 
their neceflary relations, and their neceffary effeds, 
that Gellert was indebted for his Chriftian and pi- 
ous fentiments ; he derived them from that faith, 
that inward conviftion of the divinity of the Gofpel, 
which every man capable of reafoning and refleft- 
ing, may acquire, if he iincerely feeks the truth. 
Serious and frequent meditations on the dogmas 
taught by the word of God, nourifhed and ftreiigth- 
ened devotion more and more in his mind ; and pi« 
ety may be faid to have filled his whole foul, exalt- 
ed all his faculties, and regulated the ufe of all his 
talents. He was fincerely attached to the doftrine 
of our church, and it gave him pain to fee others 
deviate from it ; particularly any of thofe whom he 
honoured with his fiiendfhip. But he never fliow- 
ed himfelf intolerant towards thofe" who thought 
differently from him, or T^^ho belonged to other 
communions ; on the contrary, he edified himfelf 
by the perufal of their works, whenever they tendr 
. ed to the advancement of true piety. It is well 
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known how much he efteemed the writings of Sau- 
rin, Bernard, Doddridge, and fome other Englilh- 
men, with what pleafure he read them, and how 
much he recommended them to others. No oni5 
was ever more fenfible of the refpeftability derived 
to the truths of revelation from- divine authority. 
Accordingly, he was particularly attached to thofe 
books whofe objeft it is to eftablifh the divinity of 
,the Chriftian religion. He underlined thofe paflages 
which appeared to contain the bed proofs of this 
truth, that he might recoiled them with the greater 
eafe. He did the fame in reading other books ; 
and for example, many paiTages are to be found 
tjius marked in his copy of continuation of Boffuet's 
difcourfe on the Univerfal Hiftory. 

Gellert*s conviftion of the divinity of the Scrip- 
tures, made him receive with equal refpeft all the 
dogmas contained in it, whether they were direftly 
conne£ted with morality, or had but a diftant refer- 
ence to it. This difpoiitipn made him fo referved 
and modeft in his refearches, that he never attempt- 
ed to fathom points which prefent difficulties appa- 
rently infurmountable to reafon. He could not en- 
dure the doubts which fo many people take plea- 
fure in raifmg againft religion : he was fo ardently 
attached to it, and fo convinced that it alone can 
procure the happinefs of mankind, that he could not 
help confidering thefe doubts and obje£Uons as fo 
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' tnany attempts againft the public felicity. But oF all 
• the fophifms of infidelity, there were none he held 
in fo much horror as thofe which tend to weaken 
the refpeft we owe to God, and our defire of plea- 
fing him, to diminifh that humility fo neceflary to 
man, and to hinder him from feeking after that fo- 
lid virtue, which raifes itfelf above all terreftrial 
views. His thoughts in folitude, his converfation 
in fodety, the leflbns he gate to his fcholars, his wri- 
tings, his letters, his labours, his recreations, all that 
he faid and did, was animated by the fpirit of religion: 
Every thing with him had in .view to increafe its. 
activity and its efficacy, as well in his own heart as 
in that of others. We have already faid, that of 
all books there was none he read more frequently, 
or that he was more fond of reading, than the Bi- 
ble. Amongft other works of piety, he preferred 
thofe which particularly addfefs themfelves to the 
heart, and admit moft the influence of the holy fpi- 
rit, becaufe he found them.beft calculated to excite 
his love towards God, and ta fortify his deteftation 
of evil. Perhaps, however, it were to have been 
wifhed, for his own tranquillity, that he had had 
lefs tafte for certain books of devption, calculated 
to feed gloom and fpiritual melancholy not reqmred 
by the Gofpel, and even contrary to that peace and 
ferenity which religion ought naturally to produce. 
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In the outward demonftrations of hb reUgious 
fcntiments, there was nothing enthufiaftic, nothing 
which could look like an affe£ted devotion. It is 
true, he was eafily impofed on by outward appear- 
ance of piety, and that he fometimes granted his 
cfteem and his confidence to people who were only 
apparently devout ; and very pofitive proofs of 
their hypocrify were requifite to remove from his 
mind the favourable prejudice it had conceived con- 
cerning them. This, however, did not hinder him 
from holding in contempt thofe who make piety 
confift in outward Ihow, in a proud abftinence from 
indifferent things, and from innocent pleafures j in 
an affe£led and appropriated language, in a compo- 
fed demeanour, and in fuperftitious pradices ; and 
who, vain of their pretended fanftity, infolently pre- 
fer themfelves to other men. 

He was very exafl: in acquitting bimfelf of the 
duties of public worfliip ; and his zeal in this parti- 
cular never relaxed.. Not only on Sundays, but in 
the courfe of the week, he attended divine fervice 
regularly; and, notwithftanding the weaknefs of 
his health, he never allowed himfelf to difpenfe with 
that attendance, whatever the weather might be. 
Whenever he was not feen there, it might be con- 
cluded with certainty, that he had fomeunufual iU- 
nefs, or was kept at home by the exprefs orders of 
his phyfician. He was always one of the firft at 
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die religbus alTemblies, and one of the lafl who 
quitted them. The preacher always foimd in hini 
the moil attentive auditor^ and the moil indulgent 
judge. This man fo much enlightened^ and who 
ib well underClood the compoiition of fermons, ne» 
ver de^ifed tbbfe which were not fuited to the de* 
lk:acy of his tafte. To know what he thought of 
tfaem, it was neceiTary to aik him exprefsly, and 
then he judged with that amiable indulgence, which 
feeks rather to throw a veil over and conceal faults, 
than to difcover and criticiie them^ only when 
he heard young preachers, he invited them to Ins 
houfe, and, after having praifed what was good in 
their difcourfe, he pointed out to them its defeats ; 
and, zbovc all,' inflfuded them how they might be 
corre£led. If he -was ailiduous in attending divine 
fervice, he wa^ no lefs fo in participating of the 
holy communion. During many years, he had 
communicated in the little church of the hofpital^ 
but afterwards he preferred the great church- 
" Perhaps," faid he, fpeaking to his friend Thale- 
mann, ** I have been wrong not to have hitherto 
performed my devotions in a more numerous aiTemp 
bly : Called upon as I am to inftrud young people, 
it is my duty to fet them a good example m thfe 
particular, as in every other/* Thefe example 
were ifot ufelefeT; and many people have been 
heard to fay, that they never were in the fame 
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church with Gellert, without being deeply affefted 
atfd edified, by the profound attention and refpeO: 
with which this great man aflifted at divine fervice. 
Gellert was no lefs exad and zealous in his clo- 
fet devotions. He efpecially applied himfelf to en- 
creafe the fervour of his prayers, becaufe he was 
perfuaded, as the true faithful have ever been, that 
this holy exercife has the mod: falutary influence 
over piety and virtue. " Of all my youthful days, 
faid Gellert, fpeaking of himfelf, " there are none 
with which I am more diiTatisfied, than with thofe 
in which I have negleSed the duty of prayer ; and 
I recoiled, that, in proportion as my zeal in this 
duty became cooler, my evil propenfities gained 
ftrength, in the fame degree. To eiicreafe the ani- 
mation and fervour of my prayers, I have, there- 
fore, for a long time paft, taken up a habit of never 
reading the holy fcriptures in the morning, without 
writing down one or two paffages, that I might re- 
call them to my mind, and meditate on them feve- 
ral times in the day. I generally chofe fome paf- 
fage relative to the adual ftate of my heart, and 
calculated to excite fentiments of hope, fear, joy, 
humility, contentment, or refignation, according as 
I felt the need of them. Thefe paffages iele£ted 
from the word of God, ferve to infpire prayers fuit- 
able to the circumflances in which we find ourfelves^ 
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and/ moreover, confirm us in the conftant practice of 
'Chriftian vigilance.** 

' To £icilitate the pradice of piety, and of all his 
other duties, Gellert, from the year 1752, k^pt a 
journal of his life, perfuaded that a writing in which / 
"we give an account with fincerity, and ' as under 
the eye of God, of our fpiritualftate, of our progrefs 
indwelt doing, of the faults we commit, is an excellent 
mode for attaining an exzGt knowledge of ourfelves, 
s^dfor inclining us to labour with redoubled diligence 
after our own improvement. It is to be fuppofed, 
that the ftyle of this journal is not very much at- 
•tended to : Gellert wrot ^ it merely for his owp ufe, 
and the duties of his vocation would not allow of 
im giving much time to it. Excepting a few ihort 
remarks on his health, his fufferings, his occupa- 
tions, his greater or lefs difpofition to labour, his 
epiftolary correfpondence, his little joumies, the vi:. 
iits he paid or received, and his mode of conducing 
hiinfelf in them, efpecially when diffatisfied with 
himfelf, th^ death or the promotion of his friends, 
of his fcholars, and of his acquaintance, and the pre- 
fents he received, his journal was entirely compofed 
of obfervations on his fpiritual ftate. Sometime^ 
he complains in it of difquieting thoughts and tmea« 
fmelTes which agitated him ; of his langour in 
prayer ; of the various diftrafUons of his thoughts 
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which difturbed than ; he laments his mfenfibilitj 
in regard to the truths of religion; he d^orek 
his weaknefles and imperfedions : Sometimes he 
re-animates himfelf to comage, to tranqoillitjr^ to 
hope, and to confidence in God« He frequently 
renews his refolutions to be more end in &1« 
filling all the duties of piety; Yigilaikit and ac* 
tive in his profeffion ; . humble when prai&d by^ 
men ; feniible and compailionate to the fiifier« 
ing$ of his neighbours ; and charitable and' bene« 
volent to the poor : Sometimes he recoUe&s with 
gradtude the benefits he has received from God $ 
the fpiritual mercies beflowed on him ; the con- 
foling truths of the Gofpel j the good religioni 
has done to his foul, the happy moments, the 
hours of ferenity and of joy, in which he has been 
able to acquit himfelf of pious exercifes, and of 
other duties, with more ardour and alacrity : At 
other times, he fharply reproaches himfelf with the 
faults he has had the misfortune to commit ; with 
his impatience ^ the petulance which dcapes him in 
conver&tion ; his felf4ove and his propenfity to va- 
nity. Finally, in his journal are to be found feveral 
pious ejaculations, ^ious wifhes, ardent prayers, in 
which he implores of God the pardon of his fins, 
the afHftance of grace, the confolations of the Holy 
S|urit, the peace and repofe of his confcience* live* 
ry part of this journal exhibits a man who imows 
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how tx> guard himfdf from the illofions of felf- 
lore^ Dvho vigoroufly exanunes hhnfdfy vithouc 
any teturns of iel£*complacency ^ who has nothing 
fo much at heart as to amend hkaik]£y to become 
better, and to labour after the great interefts of his 
fimL 

This piety, which CreUert endeavoured to aiii-^ 
mate from day to day, was the foundation of his 
lore for virtue, not for that vu-tue which thinks it 
i^fufficient to itfelf, but for that which feeks alt 
its[ ftrength in the help of God, and defires to 
owe every thing to his grace, afpires continu- 
ally after new degrees of perfeftion, said,' ne- 
verthelefe, refers to God all the gk>ry of its pro- 
grefs ; smd is never more firm and conftant than 
when it has reaibn to apprehend, that, whether 
from incUflFerence or enmity, ~ mankind will not pay 
k that tribute of efteem of which it endeavours to be 
worthy. Such was the virtue of which CreUert was 
ambitious ; and his love for it was fo ardent, that 
he fbunned with the utmoft care every thing that 
could carry even the appearance of being contrary 
to it. Nothing was fo &cred with him as what he 
judged to be his duty. " / mu/l ch my dtOy ;'* was 
his ufual ^wer when any endeavours were ufed to 
draw him off from tboie laborious occupations to 
which he thought himfelf obliged, or when he was 
foUdtcd to allow himfelf fcmie indulgence fintable 
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to his tafte, or to pay a little more attention to his 
pleafure and convenience on particular occafions. 
No privation^ no facrifice was difficult to him, when 
doing what he thought himfelf called upon to per* 
form, was in queftion. 

His tender, compaffionate heart was animated 
with an unlverfal benevolence towards mankind. 
He entered with ardour into every thing that could 
be ufeful to them, and eagerly feized every oppor-^ 
tunity of doing them good. But, above all things, 
he employed himfelf in feeking means to procure, 
them that true happinefs which is the refult of pi- 
ety and virtue. However great his abhorrence of 
vice, and with whatever feverity he condemned it, 
he was, neverthelefs, always full of compafficm for 
thofe who albwed themfelves to be carried away 
by the torrent of example, or by the violence of 
their paffions, and he negleded nothing that could 
bring them back from their errors, and omitted no- 
thing that could remedy even the temporal diftrefles 
they had brought on themfelves by their ill condud. 
His habitual melancholy did not prevent his being 
affable, kind and obliging to every one ; he was in- 
capable of hating or defpiiing any perfon whatev^, 
always difpofed to judge advantageoufly of his neigh- 
bour, to efteem thofe in whom he perceived merit ; 
but fetting al'^ays a higher value on virtue and 
gOodnefs of heart, than on the beauty of genius, and 
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the rareft talents. He was generally more affeded 
by the happinefs of others than by his own. He 
took the tendered intereft in their diftrefles ; and, 
far from confining himfelf to a fruitlefs compalSan, 
he always fought means to relieve them. . Though 
for a long time poffefling but a very flender revenue, 
he was more liberal than moft people are who have 
a great fuperfluity. He denied himfelf many con« 
veniences and pleafures, that he might be enabled 
to do more good. His moderation conftituted hia 
riches : fo that, notwiihftanding the narrownefs of 
his fortune, he had always fomething left to ailift io* 
digence. He relieved it with joy and eagernefs, 
even when he fhared with it. what his own neceffi- 
ties would have required. 

His fcholars were always certain of af&flance from 
him when they wanted it. He kept a lifl of thofe 
whofe circumflances he knew to be ilraitened. 

He informed himfelf concerning neceflitous fick, 
and fent them money and afEftance. In hard win- 
ters efpecially, he was attentive to procure them the 
means of being proteded from cold ; but, equally 
modeft as charitable, he left them in ignorance of 
their benefa£hor's name, and knew how to conceal 
himfelf fo carefully, that it was hardly poflible to 
difcover him. He had a particular talent for con^ 
fqling thofe who were unfortunate i ^d when his 
means did not allow him to provide himfelf for 
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Hmr neceffities^ he iqade k his bufinefs to kitereil^ 
tfati gencrofity of more opulent pqrfons in their be-^ 
luilf. The poor had aUb a fliare in aU the preCenta 
^Mt wer« made him. ^' I know not what to think 
concerning, what has happened to me^^ writes he 
to a friend ; *' eight days ago I received a hundred 
downs by the Proffian poft ; and juft now I have 
received a hundr«i more, imder . the &ine feal, di* 
lefted in the lame hand-writing I Tl^s almoft fright* 
ens me; and what mofl: perplexes me is, that tfaefe 
pvefeats neither excite in me the joy nor the grati* 
Hide which I ought natmally to feel from than. 
Who, then, caai be fo perfi^ering in enriching me 
whether I will or no ? What fliall I do with diefe 
donations? I figh after health and patience, , and 
time after time I recdve gold. I Would give all I 
poffefs to be free from thofe f^ns, which have at- 
tacked me this fpxing with more than common vio^ 
kfice. Does the Almighty mean to teach me that 
aS the riches lA the world are of no vake without 
health, and that resignation and patience are advan- 
tages mfimtely more confiderable, tbitn richer znd 
honours f Without doubt thefe prefents are trials 
fentme by Providence ; and, confequ^itly, I ought 
to receive them with gratitude, and to endeavour to 
im&e a good ufe dP them. I will, th&refbre, apply 
myfelf to ftiew that benevolence towards others, 
tr^ch others have fiiewa to me, without oftestta- 
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don, and, if poffiUe, without being known, from a 
pure principle of piety and gratitude to God, ow 
Ibvereign benefk&br. Such ought to be my only 
care, without troubling myfelf to feek out from 
whence thefe gifts come/' 

Equally difinterefted and fatisfied with his ilen<ter 
fortune, it is not wonderful that Gellert did not ex- 
aft the remuneration he had a right to denmnd for 
his works. He very often even refiifed prefents: 
He refufed them wiiii as much generofity as they 
were offered. In the firft year of the war, an un- 
known foreigner commiiiioned a banker to pay him 
a confiderabie fum, without telling from whom it 
came ; Gellert, however, anfweted, as he had al^ 
ready done on a fimilar occafion, to a lady of the 
higheft rank: " I want for nothing, and many 
more deferving people are in indigence ; give them 
what you had the goodnefs to intend for me." He 
conduced himfelf with the &me difintereftedneft 
and generofity when M. Keller, Ptuflian command-- 
ant at Leipfic, fent him word that he might chi^e 
whatever houfe befl fuited him, and that he wduld 
give orders for its being exempted from lodging the 
military. « No," rq>lied Gellert, •* this chargt 
frbm which I fliould be exempted, would, perhitpSi 
iall on fome poor perfon ; would that be a bttidfit 
tome?** 
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His extenfive correfpondence multiplied costfider- 
ably the effe£l:s of^ his difpofition to do good } his 
defire of being ufeful was fo well known, that peo- 
ple from all parts addrefied themfelves to him with 
confidence. Fathers afked him for directions in re- 
gard to the education of their fons ; mothers wifhed 
to receive his inftrudions, as to the mode of form- 
ing the hearta and underftandings of their daugh- 
ters, and frequently confulted him concerning the 
offers of marriage which were made for them; 
young men requefted him to advife them on their 
ftudic^ ; to him many perfons who had doubts con- 
cerning religion^ addreffed themfelves to have them 
cleared up ; and frequently people of the world aflc- 
ed his advice how to refift the temptations to which 
they were expofed. Gellert attended to all thefe 
ai^licatbns, and never did he refufe to any one the 
advice, encouragement, information, confolation, or 
afliftance it was in his power to give ; though he 
fometimes complained of thefe extenfive correfpond- 
encies as burthenfome, it is certain that he derived 
much inward fatisfiadion, from a confcioufnefs of 
the good they enabled him to do : when he did a 
fervice, it was always with the befl: grace poifible, 
and many times before it was requefted of him. 
Some time before his death, one of his friends faid 
to him in converfation, and without the leaf): defign, 
tl;at he found himfelf embarraSed on account of his 
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having failed to receive a certain fum he had reckon- 
ed on; Gellert rofe with that gay look of fatisfaftion, 
which was never vifible in him, but on occalions par- 
ticularly agreeable to him, and took from his fcrutoire 
a roll of thirty guineas, faying, as he prefented them 
to his friend, ^^ I am feldom fo rich, but happily I 
am fo at this moment, and by fo being enabled to re- 
lieve an honeft man from difficulty ; receive this 
money, I beg of you ; I have no kind of need for 
it.'* 

Friendihip feemed to Geliert the firft of earthly 
bleffings ; this fentiment did not exprefs itfelf in 
him by extraordinary tranfports and efiufions, but it 
was fo folid and fo conftant, that even the longefl 
abfence could not weaken it. He appeared as if he 
loved all mankind equally, efpecially the virtuous 
part of it ; but his particular friends well knew that 
he felt all the preference for them, which friendihip 
could require* They found in him that opennefs of 
heart, that pleafing confidence, which fo much en- 
dears friendfliip ; but his firiendfhip had nothing in 
it of that jealous and tyrannical charafter, which be- 
comes fo troublefome when affection degenerates in- 
to a fort of fanatical enthuiiafm. Gellert fometimes 
feled:ed fome of his difciples to be his companions. 
M. Godeke, who is now a worthy and refpeftablc 
minifter, had, for many years, the happinefs of be- 
ing one of thefe favoured pupils ; and he ftill fpeaks 
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of the kindnefs and tender affed:ion of his former 
mafter, with as much gratitude as the mafter expref.- 
fed fatisfa^lion in the attachment^ attentions, and 
agreeable fociety of his pupil. 

Interefted and vain men are eager to receive be- 
nefits, and often feek them with meannefs ; or, if 
they receive favours unexpeftedly, they receive them 
proudly, as a tribute paid to their merit ; but they 
know not what gratitude is, or, if fometimes they 
fliew it, it is in fuch a manner as differs very little 
from ingratitude. Generous fouls, on the contrary, 
reckon gratitude amongfl: their moft delicious fenti- 
ments ; and Gellert poffeffed this charad:eriftic of a 
good heart in the higheft degree. Gratitude was 
one of the livelieft emotions of his foul. He fpoke 
of the bei^efits he had received with the fame warmth 
as the vained benefador could have fpoken of the 
fervices he had done. Not that he was fond of pre- 
fents, and fUU lels that he fought them ; on the con- 
trary, we have already faid, that he often declined 
receiving them, and that he congratulated himfelf 
when he could procure them for fome other perfon 
more in want of them than himfelf. In the good he 
did, he never propofed to himfelf the gratitude of 
the objefts of his generofity j they might be ungrate- 
ful with impunity, fecure that no one would know 
it, for, on the one hand, Gellert never mentioned it^ 
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^Okd, on the other, he himfelf forgot the benefits he 
had beftowed, immediately after beftowing them. 

Modefty and humility were the diftinguifhing 
features in Gellert's amiable chara&er ; and thefe 
.qualities were the more eftimable in him, as he 
owed them wholly to retigion, and a fenfe of 
duty,, and to the exadt knowledge he had of his 
weaknefTes and imperfections ; for he fet a high 
value on the pubGc efteem, and a good reputation 
appeared to him a precious advantage. In his 
journal, it appears that, amongft the bleffings of 
God, of which he made a recapitulation at the 
end of each year, he reckoned amongfl: the firft, not 
havmg bem attacked in his reputation, nor expded 
to contempt and difhonour. He candidly owned, 
that vanity was, of all his pr(q>enfities, that which 
he moft feared, and had reafon to fear } and ac- 
knowledged, with the fame ingenuoufoefs, that he 
had not always been fufficiently on his guard againft 
being furprifed by it. It is certainly necefiaiy to 
poflefs a very fuperior mind, to enable any one to 
difcover in themfelves this propenfity, fo dangerqu^ 
to the real perfection of man, to own it, to condemn 
it ; but to combat in fincenty, and to overcome it, 
ts the triumph of virtue. The efteem of his felbw- 
creatureft was precious to Gellert, but he*ndther 
exa&ed it nor foliated it : he only laboured to dc- 
ferve it. Ife loved praiie from the well informed. 
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and from the worthy : but he received it with the 
modefty of a young beauty, who blufhes at the ad- 
miration bellowed on her. Thofe who knew him 
perfonally, know that he never could diveft himfelf 
of this amiable, but embarraffing habit of blufhing. 
His writings procured him much apjirobation from 
people of tafte ; the court, and the great world, 
gave him many flattering marks of the admiration 
excited in them by his talents and his virtues. But 
thiefe applaufes, the motives of which are fometimes 
equivocal, gave him lefs pleafure than a fpontaneous 
expreffion of praife, the effufion of a virtuous and 
feeling heart. In his third journey to Carlfbad, 
being at the poft-houfe^ a good old female fervam 
heard her mafter converiing with him about his wri- 
tings : '* O !" exclaimed flie, *• are you the gentle-^ 
man fo much talked of^ and who has written fuch fine 
booh ! " Tht!reupon (he caught his hand, and kifled 
it, repeating feveral times ; ** // isyau^ tben^ who have 
written fuch fine books ! " This little adventure was 
certainly as flattering to Gellert, as would have been 
the well digefted praife which might have been be- 
llowed on his writings, by a man of the moil ap- 
proved tafte and judgment. He was no lefs agree- 
ably aflfeded by what happened to him with a fub^ 
altern oflScer in the fervipe of Pruifia. This man 
called on him at Leipfic, and faid to him : ^^ £x- 
eufe the liberty I take of calling on you. .1 am a 
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:Pruffian ferjeant ; I have ferved thirty-three years 
contrary to my inclination ; and, having at length 
obtained my difcharge, I am going back to Livonia, 
where I was bom, and I have travelled five miles 
out of my road to fee you, and thank you from my 
heart for the good you have done me ; for your 
writings have often withheld me from evil, and led 
me to virtue.. May God reward you for it, blefs 
you, grant you health, a long life,, and eternal feli- 
city ! jAh, did you but know how much I love you, 
and how delighted i am to fee you I'* Thefe are 
praifes and bleiTu^s which no French or German 
Crebillon ever received j they can be given by none 
but a virtuous heart, nor deferved but by a. writer 
who has employed his genius and his talents entire* 
ly with a view to make men better, and to i^ender 
them fenfible t)f the charms of religion and virtue* 

But it was not praife alone that Gellert confidered 
as an agreeable reward £Dr his labours : the efteem 
and approbation of his fellow-creatures was fo pre-^ 
cious to him, that even critidfims, when di£tated 
by friendship, and the defire of improving his. 
works, gave him as much pleafure as applaufe : 
Nor was any one ever more difpbfed to do juftice: 
to the talents and merits of others. Thofe qua-« 
lities which he had not^ were always thofe he 
moft efleemed. It became known a&er his death,, 
that, when Mt £mefti was called* to Gottingen^ * 
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Gellert, filled with a kind of enthufiafm for the tXr 
traordinary learning and merit of this great man, 
wrote to a member of ftate, reprefenting to hiih the 
importance of retaining Ernefti, by offering him 
very confiderable advantages. " Let nte be fent^ if 
necejfaryy to Nova Scotia ; but let Emejii be retained^ 
at 'Whatever coJiJ*^ 

Gellert did not confine himfelf to . forming the 
hearts and underftandings of his pupils, to infpiring 
them wkh a tafte iat learning by his inftru^tiom, 
his counliels^ and his example ^ be alfo watjnly in^ 
terefted himfelf in pufhing them forward in the 
world, and procuring them advantageous eftablifh* 
ments. Many diflinguifhed men, in various £tua- 
tions, are known to have been indebted to him^ for 
their fortune and promotion. When M. Fiedler, 
now ProjGeffor of Theology at Butzow, paffed from 
the Roman Catholic church into ^urs, he confulted 
Gellert on the means of employing himfelf in a man- 
ner which might be ufeful to himfelf - and the pub- 
fie. Gelkrt not only affifled him as much as his 
adual circumflances would permit, but even gave 
himfelf the trouble to perfed: him in the Germaoi 
language, and to form Ins fliie, in the hope that it 
might contribute to hia promotioou 

Incapable of envy, be eras equally free frtmi thst 
jealoufy, which is but too common amongfl diofe 
who are engaged in the fame career, aoid waft never 
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diftatb^ at feeing his rivals efteemed beyond their 
deferts. When the converfation turned upon his 
works, he never fpoke of die beauties to be found 
m them, with that coldnefs, affeded by falfe modef- 
ty, in the view of having them more highly applaud* 
cd by others ; but he fpoke more frequently of their 
faults, than of their beauties, and the candour with 
which he expreifed himfelf on the fubjed, proved 
that he did not wilh to engage any one to judge 
more favourably of his writings, than the rules of a 
found, impartial, and judicious criticifm would aU 
low* However, and particularly during the laft 
years of his life, he was even fcrupuloufly attentive 
in revifing and correfting his compofitions. This 
fingle paffage in his moral lefTons, ^* Adually, the 
inhabitants of the fmalleft villages are better in^ 
ftrufted in the dogma of the Unity of God, and oa 
the duties of men, than were formerly thofe of A- 
thens and of Rome.'* This paflage occupied him 
feveral days, becaufe he feared laying too much, or 
too little. Sometimes even doubts In orthography 
difquieted him, fo great was his refpeft for the pub- 
lic, and his diftruft of himfclfc 

Gellcrt was much gratified by the approbation 
given to his writings by the fair fex, becaufe he was 
of opinion, that in women, whofe underftandings 
had been cultivated by a good education, the fenti- 
ment of what is beautiful is more to be depended 
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on than in men, that it is more confoiiant to fiature, 
and lefs fettered by rules of art, which are often ar- 
bitrary. " Dodderidge,'* fays he, in one of his let- 
ters, ** has written fomewhere, to the Iionour of wo- 
men, that, perhaps, they are the beft and moil: pious 
half of the human fpecies ; and, indeed, my dear 
count, amongft perfbns of lingular goodnefs, I 
know fewer men than women." He particularly 
efteemed in them innocence and goodnefa' of heart, 
and preferred thefe much to the advantages of an 
extraordinary and brilliant underilanding, an advan- 
tage frequently dangerous to thofe who poffefs it. 
He always wifhed the'r talents to be furpaffed by 
their modcfty, and geatlenefs ; and that from re- 
gard to cuftom, which feems in fome degree to con- 
demn them to ignorance, they fhould carefully 
avoid the affedation of appearing learned. He al- 
ways aimed in his works at making them fenfible of 
the charms of the gentle and focial virtues j and he 
was rewarded for it by the fair fex confidefing him 
as their fureft guide, and beft friend. 

That noble fimplicity was vifible in his manners 
and converfation, which generally belongs to thofe 
who are more accuftomed to live with men of learn- 
ing, than with the great, without being, however, 
entirely excluded from the fociety of the latter. He 
•had nothing in his appearance of that aufterity, fre- 
quently contra^cdby thofe who are chiefly cm- 
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ployed on literary and fcientific fubje^s. His gen- 
tle^ and, at the fame time, noble phyfiognomy, pre- 
pofieffed every one in his favour, and contributed to 
make his fociety agreeable. His continual fuffer- 
ing, though not able to irritate his temper, naturally 
weakened his courage, 'filled his mind with appre- 
henfions of ftill greater evils, and led him to doubt 
of his ftrength and his merit. 

Gellert was not, however, deficient in ftrength of 
mind, which, when collefted, made him 'firm and 
courageous. He converfed with kings and princes 
without being difconcerted ; and difcovered more 
firmnefs in his laft illnefa, than on other occafions, 
which did not appear fo dangerous. However, in the 
common occurrences of life, when ^nothing excited 
him to make any particular effort, trifles gave him 
aneafinefs, and he was alarmed by difficulties which, 
with more resolution, would have been eafily got 
over. This timid difpofition deterred him from all 
long undertakings, ftifled his ambition, fixed his at- 
tention more on himfelf, and thus contributed to 
his own improvement, by withdrawing him from a 
croud of interruptions which would have impeded 
him in its purfuit. On the other hand, this timid 
difpofition did not allow him the full enjoyment of 
that ferenity of foul, and that calm fatisfadion^ 
which ought to be the reward of virtue. 

9 A 
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Attention to ourfelves, whether it has the body 
or the mind for its objed, produces (imilar eSeGts, 
and generally this double attention proceeding from 
the fame caufe, is to be found united in the fame 
perfon. It occafions trifling diforders in the foul to 
be remarked, which would efcape the obfervation of 
thofe more given up to the amufements and bufinefs 
of life. Thefe perfons neither enjoy all the com- 
forts of health, nor all the advantages of virtue, be- 
caufe they are more difturbed by what is not quite 
as it fhould be, than fatisfied with what is in a healthy 
and regular ftate. Thus, the attention of Gellert 
to both thefe objeds, occafioned him forae anxiety. 
He wanted that courage, which is neither difconcert- 
cd by the commiffion of a fault, nor the threatening 
of a difeafe ; and which, though it leads to feek.the 
proper remedies, allows the mind calmly to wait 
their effeds. If the tranquillity with which fome 
people occupy themfelves concerning what interefts 
the improvement of body and mind, procures more 
prefent fatisfaftion, perhaps thofe who feel more fo^- 
licitude, feek this improvement with more zeal. 

Gellert was certainly well aware, that a man's fi- 
tuation in life cannot be put in competition with his 
perfonal qualities, and it was not poifibie that fuch 
a mind as his fhould judge otherwife : But, inde- 
pendently of this confideration, he gave great weight 
to the difference of ranks eftabliflied in civil life, in- 
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fomuch that he confidered them as regulated by 
Providence, and felt himfelf fo much difpofed to re- 
fped the pretenfions and rights of every one, that 
he teftified the greateft regard and deference even 
for meer rank. In general, he was more difpofed 
to copfider every arrangement eftablifhed in fociety, 
in the (late, and amongd thofe of his own condi- 
tion, as entitled to refpeft, and to be referred to 
their bed poffible ufes, than to occupy himfelf 
with the alteration of inconveniences, which he 
could not but perceive to arife from them, might 
have fuggefted. He commonly fuppofed in his 
fuperiors, lights and views beyond thofe derived 
from fcience 9 and authority, to which he found 
himfelf fubjefted, almoft always appeared to him 
good and juft. Perhaps he was too fearful of every 
reform in the body politic, when this reform can be 
made without great changes ; and that he had too 
advantageous an idea of the wifdom of the rules al- 
ready eftablifhed. But this excefs of referve was, 
poffibly, alfo a confequence of his fubmiilion to what-, 
ever came under the defcription of law, and of du- 
ty ; and which, making him fubmit his underftand- 
ing and his inclinations to divine and human autho- 
rity, had fo much influence over all the oth^r difpo- 
fitions which formed his charafter. 

Gellert feldom fpoke of himfelf; when he did, it 
was always with that real modefty which is appre* 
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henfive of fiying too much, though he well kite^ 
how to appreciate himfelf, and that he entertained 
fuch an opinion of his merit as might be allowable 
in a modefl man. 

He was particularly fond of edifying converfa- 
tions ; and was never more eloquent than when he 
fpoke of religion, of virtue, or of the good qualities 
of his fellow-creatures. 

Such were the principles and the Kfe of Gellert^ 
without his ever founding his hopes of falvation on 
his own uprightnefs and jriety. The following 
words are to be read in a confeflion of faith, writ-* 
ten with his own hand. ^* I found on God and my 
Saviour my hope of dying a repenting and juftified 
finner, who have frequently fallen, but beea recalled 
to virtue, by the grace of God. I do not pretend 
here to recapitulate my faults and my fms ; the de* 
tail would not be very edifying. God has vifited 
me with many afHiftions, what I have fuffered is be- 
yond defcrq)tion. A fecret chagrin has purfircd me, 
has made the exercifes of prayer, and of my other 
duties, painful to me. Neverthelefs, God has not 
left me without confolation, and I know that he will 
help me to overcome the agonies of death. May 
all men be exempt from the miferies I have endured i 
and may God grant diem to feek their wifdom, their 
confolation, their flrength, and their falvation, whol- 
ly m the crofs of our Saviour, and the Faidii oi tbe 
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Holy Spirit ! I particularly conjure thofe belonging 
to me, who may not be prefent at my laft moments, 
10 perfevere all their lives in the fear of the Lord, 
and to look upon religion as the only means of paf- 
ling their days in peace, and cloiing them with a 
calm and falutary death." 

The life of Gellert offers to our contemplation a 
good man ftruggling with misfortunes ; few mor- 
tals have fuffered more than Gellert, but as all is 
compenfated, few mortals have been more ufeful. 
AH, however, is not compenfated here belaw beyond 
a certain point ; and to thofe who do not believe in 
the efficacy of religion, and who deny the exiftence 
of a future ftatc, the I'fe and the death o£ Gellert 
muft remain an inexplicable phenomenon, A Chrif- 
tian, a prey to long fufferings, and who, far from 
allowing himfelf to be overcome by them, is but the 
more aftively engaged in combating his paffions, in 
reOiifying his inclinations, ia exercifing obfcure vir- 
tues, which are only witneffed by hh confcience ; 
this Chriftian, lying on his death-bed, forgetting the 
pains he endures, and only occupying his'mind with 
the blcffings he hopes for, fumiflies a frefh prooJF of 
the truth of Chriftianity. Can any one deny the 
exiftence of a caufe, who beholds eflfefts which can- 
not be attributed to any other than that cauie ? 
Surely, the confequences to be drawn from Gdfert's 
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gainft the attacks of the infidels. 

Many people, in reading the life of Gellert, have 
been painfully affeded by the idea of the almoft in- 
credible, fufferings and melancholy, experienced by 
this man, who was fo pious, and fo good ; who 
chiefly delighted in glorifying and imitating the au- 
thor of his being, by fpreading happinefs around 
him. But if Gellert had been lefs an objed of com- 
paflion, he would certainly have been lefs great, lefs 
admired, and, of courfe, lefs ufeful. His benevo- 
lent and pure foul would only have poffejQTed virtues 
eafily exercifed ; he would have captivated the af- 
fefiions, not the admiration, of his cotemporaries ; 
a tribute only to be granted to virtues of the firft or- 
der, and which require great efibrts, or facrifices. 

Exempted from fuiFerings, would he have been 
qualified to compofe works, in which he turns the 
experience derived from diftrefs to the advantage of 
others ? Would he have fo well underftdod the pro- 
per language in which to addrefs 'the unfortunate^ 
in order to foften their aflfUdUons, by fhewing them 
their ufe, if he himfelf had not been inftruded in 
the fchool of adverfity ? Few matters have done fo 
much good to their pupils. How happens this ? It 
is becaufe every thing united to give weight to his 
lefibns ; , an example of the, moil difficult virtues 
were feen at all times accompanying the precept j 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



191 

the celebrity of the mafter impreffed refpeft ; his 
afliduous care excited a tender gratitude; and a 
lively feeling of compaflion added ftrength to all 
thefe fentiments. Moreover, let us not lofe fight of 
the pleafure which, in fome fort, compenfated his 
fufferings ; what author, what mailer, what friend, 
has ever tafted more pure and lively pleafures, ari- 
fing from the fuccefs of his lefTons and his works, 
which all had in view to improve mankind in \ ir- 
tue and happinefs ? 

So good, fo pious a man was worthy, as much a» 
a mortal can be, to go out of this world with a firm 
hope of poffeffing the heavenly blcffings, after which 
he had fo much afpired ; he who had conftantly em- 
ployed his days, full of bittemefs, in contributing to 
the pleafures and happinefs of others ; he, who may 
be confidered as a rare and precious gift beftowed 
by Heaven on his country, whofe tafte, morals, and 
virtues he improved. 

Some of his auditors, and fome of his friends, 
have caufed a monument to be erefted to him in 
the church in which he defired to be buried. Re- 
ligion is feen prefenting to Virtue a m^dalhon of 
Gellert, crowned with laurels. Both the ftatues 
are of alabafler. On the pedeftal, which is of black 
marble, is engraved his name, Chretien Furcht- 
EGOTT Gellert j and under it this infcription, by 
M. Heyne : *^ He taught virtue and religion by hislef' 
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jfew, and by his example^ Some of his friends ami co* 
temporaries^ witnejfes of his merits have ereEted this mxh 
imment to his memory. Born .July 4th\ 1715 ; died 
December i^tb^ ij6g.'* 

ProfeiTar Oefer ereded alfo a fine monument of 
Saxon marble, to his memory ^ which ftill adorns 
the garden of Wendler. 

. The graves in which Gellert, and the one of his 
brothers, whofe death quickly followed his, are in- 
terred, are covered with a plain ilone, bearing this 
fimple infcription : 

" Here repofe Christien Furchtegott Gel- 
LERT, Profcffor of Philofophy; born July 4th, 
17 15 J died December 13th, 1769} and his bro- 
ther, Frederic Lbbrbcht Gellert^ Intendant 
ofthePofts; born November nth, 1711; died 
January 8th, 1770." 

Thus the friends and pupils of Gellert have fought 
to honour his memory. Nothing is more uncertain 
than the fate of works of genius in future times : 
The admiration they excite, and the immortality we 
dare to j^romife them, is fubjeft to the revolutions 
of tafte ; but the true glory of G ellert, t hat which 
l^fults from his moral charafter, is as permanent as 
Religion and Virtue, and can have no other limit 
than Eternity. 

END or THE LIFE OF OELURT. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^93 



THOUGHTS 



ON 



RELIGION. 



M.ANY people contemn Religion, without know- 
ing in what it coniiftfr ; and a ftill greater number 
refpeft it, without knowing it better. I am not 
certain whether the contempt of the firft fort of per- 
fons, or the feeming refpeft of the fecond, is moft 
offenfive to religion ; but if I were alked which of 
the two is moft injurious to it, I ihould, without 
hefitation,. fay the laft. The declared enemies of 
religion, by venomous raillery, farcafms,, and all the 
accufations they invent againft it, can in nothing di- 
minifh its real beauty, and very feldom deprive it of 
any of its fincere and reafonable partifans. The 
audacioufnefs of its declared enemies, is detefted ; 
they are confidered as the enemies of mankind, as 
contradifting, with infolent pride, the general voice 

2 B 



Digitized by 



Google 






«9+ 

of fentiment and reafon, and they excite, at the fame 
time, our abhorrence and compaffion. The fentiment 
of right and wrong, of juft and unjuft, engraven by 
the Almighty on the human heart, though weaken- 
ed by our own fault, and by the corruption of our 
nature, has ftill too much weight to allow of its 
being totally eflfaced by the impreffions of impi- 
ety and libertinifm, which rafli mortals feek, and 
fometimes with fuccefs, to make on our fouls. They 
may furprife an honeft heart, and, for a time, ob- 
fcure its light by their fophifms ; but all the arts of 
impofture, can never attain to deftroying in us the 
feelings of confcience, and the facred feeds of truth 
and virtue. He who is in us, is more powerful 
thjtm be who is in them. Many jx^n are 4epiivied 
of the ^dvanteige^ arifmg from genius and fdOTce j 
cfin we fuppofe that Goji has kft them without d^- 
fcs<:e againft tjie attacks of infidelity ? Np ; an i«v 
ward fe9fe of right is their defiance. Let the infi- 
dels, or, rather, to ufe the iexpreflion$ of Scripture^ 
let the fools fay^ there is no God, no Religion, no 
effential 4iflference between vie? and virtue. Let 
them profane whatever is moft lacred ; let their ixn^ 
pious lips infuk with arrogance the eternal law$ of 
juftice, and x>f order y religion loies nothing of its 
dignity, nor are the charms of virtue leffened in the 
ey^s of thofe to whom they have beta well known. 
Not only He who inhabits the Heavens laughs at 
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the fiibdkies of thefe pretended fagesj but, amongft 
the human beings he has created, for one madman 
who infults him, how many are there who glorify 
him in fincerity of heart, and in whom we ftill per* 
ceive the auguit image of the Divinity ! Being Su«> 
premei Does^ not one iingle glance over the wotks 
produced By thy power, cc»ifound all the arguments 
of the infidel who would fteal thee froiti our adora- 
tion? What, my God j Can thy exiftence be doubt* 
ful, whilft I cannoe refled: either on myfelf, or 
on the objeds by which I am furrounded, without 
conceiving an eternal caufe of the wffdom, power, or- 
der, magnificence, and beauty, which are manifefted 
in myfelf, and in the beings which funouhd me ? 
Thou, my God ! that thou fhouldefl: be fuppofed 
not to exift ? And yet the proofs of thy exiftence are 
multiplied to infinitude ! In vain I endeavour to 
conceive an univerfe without a firft caufe ; I revolt 
from the idea, and my heart oppofes it with invin- 
able refiftance. But if thou art the author of the 
human race, and of all that exifts, if I am thy crea- 
ture, and if I derive from thee every advantage V 
poflfefs, canft thou have abandoned me to myfdf? 
Haft thou left me to be my own matter ; can I be 
at liberty to make what ufe I plcafe of the fistculties 
of my body and mind ? I can dired them in divers ^ 
manners : can the ufe I make of them be indiffer- 
ent, whether it tends to the happinefs or mifcry of 
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my brethren, to make me happy or miferable? 
Wheal impofe . filence on my pafTions, I hear ai 
voice which cries out to me, this is juft, this is un- 
juft. Whence comes this voice ? No matter, I will 
follow its do£trines ; if I err, it will be on the autho- 
rity of reafon. But no ; this language is too divine 
to be that of error : it tells me that the Almighty, to 
whom I owe my exiftence, fliould be feared and ve- 
nerated above all beings ; and that it is on doing 
this that confifts all my duty and my happinefs» I 
confult revelation ; it confirms this oracle, and 
changes the too feeble glimmering of reafon into a 
bright and luminous day-light, and allows me to 
perceive as many rays of the Supreme Majefty, as 
my timid fight can permit me to endure* Therein 
I difcover what God is, and I learn what I am. 
Love, mercy, power, juftice, holinefs, and wifdom, 
conftitute his eifence. And what are men ? One of 
the works of his hands^ created to imitate his per- 
fedions as far as their nature will allow, and to en- 
joy the happinefs of God himfelf. O mortal ! con- 
fult revelation j contemplate the Divinity in this 
faithful mirror, and thou wilt find whatever is ne- 
ceffary to thy happinefs, if thou confidereft it with 
an attentive eye. Thou wert created for eter- 
nity ; this life is a preparation for it. The world 
thou inhabiteft is a ftate of trial. The years of 
thy pilgrimage, are years of that obedience which 
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thou art called upon to pay to thy Creator, m 
order to become worthy of the glory he has de- 
figned for. thee, and has acquired for thee at the 
price of the merits, rightcoufnefs, and blood of thy 
divine Saviour, his only fon. Clouds ftill hang 
over the divine myfteries of this revelation : but let 
not this alarm thee, and do not form the rafli wifh 
of difpelling them. How, indeed, couldft thou do 
it ? By the help of reafon ? Go, and renounce the. 
idea of fathoming the impenetrable, and eternal de- 
crees of Divine Wifdom. Who art thou, who dare 
to undertake it ? Think on thy infignificance, and 
adore the plans of mercy. The myfteries of feith 
are above thy reafon to comprehend : thou art not 
obliged to comprehend, in order to believe them ; 
it is enough if thou imderftandeft the proofs on 
which they are founded, and that they teach tHec 
that thefe are of divine origin, i^dmire, and let a 
religious dread fill thy foul, at the idea of a Saviour 
God, who was a man like ourfelves, excepting in 
(in ; fubjed, like us, to the wants and weaknefTes of 
humanity ; expofed to the fame temptations ; con- 
verfmg on earth as a meer mortal ; going from 
place to place doing good ; and, neverthelefs, know- 
ing not where to reft his head: fhudder at the 
thought, that the wife and the foolifh, the great 
and the little, united in perfecuting and defpifing 
himj that, at length, fallen under the power of 
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thefe barbarous creatures, who were his brethren, 
he experienced all tkit torments which can be known 
to virtue ; that he was a prey to all kinds of out- 
rage i that the impious beings, who derived from 
him their breath and life, blafphemed againft him ; 
that he was placed in the raiik of maleiadors, and 
that, undergoing the mod: cruel death, he was even 
deprived of the confoiation not refufed to the great- 
eft criminal — ^the melancholy confoiation of bemg 
pitied ; of being pitied even by his companions in 
torment — and that he exclaimed on the crofs j ** My 
Gody my God; why hajl thmforfaken me ! '^ Be feized 
with aftcmtifhment at this idea; and, if fo many in- 
fults and humiliations lead thee to^doubt whether Je^ 
fus Chrift was fent from God, turn thy mind to the 
excellency of his dodrine ; to the fanftity of his life ; 
to the divine conftancy with which he fupported fo 
many outrages and fufferings ; to the greatnefs of foul 
which, in the midft of the maft cruel torments, fiill 
interefts him in favour of his tormentors, and dictates 
to him this prayer; " Father forgive them^ for they 
know not what they do.** Doft thou ftill fee nothing 
in him beyond a fimple mortal ? Well, then, confi* 
der the prodigies which accompanied his life, his 
death, and the eftabliihment of his do&rine; fay, 
doft thou perceive nothing of divine in thefe confi- 
derations? He ^esas^a man, if thou vieweft IJim 
<m the crofs : but ^y does the fun lofe its fight at 
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thi$ moment ? Why does the earth tremble ? Why 
do the dead come forth from the graves i Is the Sa- 
viour a mere man» when he rifes a$ he had foretold^ 
full of life from the bofom of the earth, xvheo, after 
having, during forty days, demonftrated this new 
exiftence, he difappears in a cloud from the fight of 
his brethren, abandons the earthly habitation, and 
mounts triumphantly to Heaven ? Is he a mere man, 
when he fends his {M-omifed gifts to his difciples, the 
fupernatural gifts of the Spirit of God ; when he 
again appears in the road to Damafcus, and that en- 
vironed by a divine light, he ftrikes the fight of hi$ 
moil ardent adverfary, who, at his call, becomes his 
moft intrepid confeffor ? 

If thou requireft other pioofs, tlibk on the ac- 
compliihment of fo many predidions regarding him, 
and which, many ages before, defcribed even every 
particular circumftance of his life ; think of the o- 
racles which he pronounced himfelf, and accompUfii- 
ed, relative to the deftrudion of the city in which 
he fuSered death, in relation to the misfortunes and 
difperfion of the people who condemned him, and 
the miraculous prefervation of that lame people, of 
which we are at this day eye-witnefles ; refteiO: m 
the wonders performed by a handful of obfcure per- 
fons, every where deipifed and contradided, who 
have been enabled to fpread the dodriae of a cruci- 
fied Saviour } the fandity of which doctrine re« 
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ftrained the propenfities of nature ; combated the 
prejudices of the Jews, and of the Heathens ; over- 
fet the eftabliflied worfliip, and confounded pride 
and falfe wifdom ; was not fupported by the powers 
of eloquence or* authority ^ promifed neither ho- 
nours, riches, nor earthly pleafures, but announced 
in this life perfecutions, croiTes, and death ; and yet 
its followers and martyrs increafed every where. 
Anfwer thefe proofs, and fo many others, are they 
not fufEciently ftrong, fufEciently clear to engage thy 
belief in the myftery of redemption, facred myftery ! 
which even the intelligence of feraphiips would 
not enable thee to comprehend ? If thou perceiveft 
a contradidion in the Saviour being both God and 
man, I own that thou wouldft not be obliged to be- 
lieve it ; for God does not e^aft that we fhould ad- 
mit as true, what contradids that reafon which he 
has given us for a guide. 

But if thou findeft only that this union is incom- 
prehenfible, refled that thou art a man, and that 
thou canft not comprehend how thy foul is united 
with the body, though thou art fenlible the union 
exifls. How much more muft the union of the di- 
vine and the human nature, ever remain a myftery 
to thee! If there exifts a doftrine better fuited to 
the dignity of our being, more fit to fecure the re- 
pofe of mankind, more fit to fatisfy our infatiable 
thirfl; after bappinefs, than the dodrine of Jefus 
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Chrift ; if there esdfts any one which infpites more 
moderation in profperity, morecomfort inmisfortune^ 
and which can better appeafe the terrors of confcience^ 
'the fear of death, judgment, and etiemity ; if there ex- 
i&s any more certain means of freeing thyfelf from 
vain iliufions, of freeing thee from the empire of thy 
fenfes and paflions, from pride and error ; in a word, 
if there cxifts a more eafy and certain way of ma- 
king us wife, happy, and contented here below, and 
eternally happy in the life to come, prefer it with- 
out balancing, defpife religion, it has not God for 
its author, if there exifts any better mode of leading, 
us to felicity. But if this better mode does not ex- 
ift, and that thou rejefteft that which I prefent to 
thee, in fpite of the circumftances which atteft the 
divinity of its origin, thou no longer deferveft, on 
account of thus mifunderftanding thy deareft inte- 
refts, to be reckoned araongft reafonable beings. Is 
it the difficulty of knowing and pra&ifing religion, 
which makes thee renounce it ? If fo, renounce alfo 
every human fcience, for not ond can be learnt and 
exercifed, without trouble. Perhaps thou thinkeft 
that, if God had given a religion which had favour- 
ed thy propenfities, and which had, in all refpeds, 
been the oppoiite to the Chriftian, thou fhouldft 
have been happier. Is it poffible that thou canfl fe-^ 
rioufly form fuch a wifh ? Wouldft thou inhabit a 
world peopled with ravifhers, adulterers, murderers, 
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drunkards, odtimmators, and mifers ? SlK)uldit thou^ 
exped to find peace and happinefs in fuch a focie- 
ty ? Can it be neceflary to thy well«being to know 
thou haft nothing to hope for after death ? But that, 
at the end of a career, thick fown \rith troubles and 
miferies, wouldft thou be fatisfied to have lived } or, 
rather, wouldft thou not, in expiring, curfe the firfl: 
day of thy miferable exiftence ? Refled attentively^ 
and thou wilt be convinced that religign, as a means 
of happinefs to us here and hereafter, muft, of ne- 
ceffity, lead us to faith, to piety^ to the love of God 
and of our neighbour. If, however, thou ftill per- ' 
fifteft in defpifmg it, moft afluredly thou knoweft 
not that religion, thou knoweft not thyfelf. 

To defpife what we are unacquainted with, is ab- 
furd ; would it be more reafonable to refpeft an 
objed we do not know ? Many people know how to 
pay all exterior homage to religion ; full of zeal for 
the caufe, their difqourfe tends to honour and de- 
fend it ; the profped: of fcafiblds, and of death, 
could fcarcely tempt them to apoftacy ; and yet, 
notwithftanding all thefe fine outward s^pearances, 
they ceafe not from diihonouring religion by the 
diforders of their lives. If it is poflible that fuch 
Chriftians fliould know the Evangelical dodrines, it 
muft be alfo poflible that the blind may enjoy light. 
The end of religion is to re&ify our ideas ; to pu<« 
rify and legulate our inclinations ; to fubmit them, as 
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well as our anions, to the laws of reaibn and virtue ; 
to reconcile us to ourfelves ; to make us refemble 
God, and thus to condud us to happinefs. He who 
conceives not this to be the aim of religion, affu- 
redly knows not religion as it ought to be known ; 
even w^e all its dogmas, and all its precepts, to be 
deeply impreffed on his memory. How many pea- 
pie are there, however, who, if we may judge of 
them by their conduft, view Chriftianity merely as 
a fource of confolation, which they ought not to let 
flip, and never think of the engagements into which 
it has made them enter. If this is to know reli- 
jgion, no fciencc is ealier, and nothing more abfurd 
dian ufmg much effort to improve in it. For the 
idea of a Saviour who will pardon me, notwith- 
ilanding the fins I commit, and thofe I intend fur- 
ther to commit ; this idea cods fo little to main- 
tain, that all men may promife themfelves falvation, 
if it was to be obtained by fuch a chimerical convic* 
tion. Be our knowledge of the human heart ever fo 
fmall,it is eafy for us to feel how much this profane 
homage paid to religion, would be injurious to the 
progrefs of virtue. 

But why are fo few "people acquainted with reli- 
gion ? Perhaps as many particular caufes for this 
might be alleged, as there are perfons who profefs 
it. One of the chief of thefe reafons is, the little at- 
tention paid to the ftudy of it^ at a maiture age 
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The fcience of religion, in this refpeft, like all other 
human fciences, requires to be feized on by the un- 
derftanding, before we can appropriate it to ourfelves 
by exercife and praftice. But does there cxift any 
fcience, however eafy, which can be attained with- 
out application and endeavours to that purpofe? 
Shall we not expofe ourfelves to forget any fcience we 
have acquired, if we neglefl: to view it frequently, in 
all its different branches, and to renew, by refleftion, 
thofe impreflions of which the diftra^ons of life have 
made us lofe fight ? How happens it that we do not 
zdt thus in regard to religion ? Is it that religion is 
not worthy of this attention ; or has God promifed 
to infufe its dogtnas into our mind, by an immediate 
a£k of his power, and to keep us in the hkh concern- 
ing its truths, without our giving ourfelves the trou* 
ble of ading ? Is it enough that we have learnt the 
terms of religion in our youth I And can we, with 
the very bed inftrudions, at that age in which the 
judgment is fo little formed, attain a full fenfe of its 
fublimity ? Suppofe even this were poflible, will not 
thefe leffons of wifdom we fliall have received, be for^ 
gotten amidft the cares and pleafures of life? And will 
not the impreffion they have made on our hearts be 
obUterated, by degrees, by a thoufand others, fo- 
reign to thofe made by religious inftruftion ? Will 
our convidlion of the excellence and divinity of re- 
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iigion, preferve its energy in a mind, much occu« 
pied by earthly cares and projefts, and continually 
agitated by a thoufand deiires, no way related to 
v^ifdom and virtue ? Were we poffeffed of the rich- 
eft treafures of knowledge and wifdom, as long as 
our fouls are united to thefe bodies, they will ever 
be in danger of allowing themfelves to be drawn a* 
fide by imagination, and fuljjeded to the influences 
of the fenfes j ftunned by the tumult of the world, 
enflaved by pleafures, or depreffed by misfortunes, 
every thing calls it oft' from invifible objefts, and 
virtue is every where expofed to meet with obftacle$ 
and enemies. This is what Scripture teaches us, 
and what is confirmed to us every day by the ex- 
ample of the greateft faints, and our own experience. 
Why, then, do we not ad according to this experi- 
ence, and apply qurfelves habitually to acquire more 
and more knowledge of religion, fince we are ha- 
bitually expofed to Idfe fomething of that which wc 
have acquired ? Can there be a plainer or more evi- 
dent truth than this ; an advantage which may be 
loft, and the poffeffion of which is highly effential 
to my happinefs, ought to be preferved with care j 
an advantage, which dinfiinifhes in value, the mo- 
ment I do not feek to increafe it, ought to be unre- 
mittingly cultivated. The man of the meaneft ca- 
pacity, condufts himfelf by this rule in the commoa 
exercifes of life. How happens it, then, that this 
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invariable rule of reafon is not applied to our fpirit- 
ual concerns ? What ! ihail religion, the objedt of 
the higheft importance, that great bufinefs of mor- ' 
tals, require only a lukewarm foul, and inattentive 
mind, whilfl: the mofl frivolous occupations of the 
age we live in, demand care and vigilance ! A wife 
man proportions the pains he takes, to the degree 
of advantage he expeds ; how happens it, then, that 
we do not apply ourfelves with more zeal to reli- 
gion, which has the promifes of this prefent life, 
and of that which is to come ? But to obtain thefe 
promifes, we muft ftrive, without ceafing ; and, as 
the Scripture expreffes it, *^ bold/a^ what we have 
attained, kji our crowtiy (that bkffed hope founded on 
the grace of the Mmi^tf) Jhould be taken from «x." 
One of the mod fatal prejudices againft religion, 
is to view it as a fevere guide, who interdids all 
commerce with the world, and all the pleafures of 
life. Some think it neceflary to be enemies to them- 
felves, in order to be friends to virtue ; and to ceafe 
to be men, in order to become Chriftians. Can men 
reprefent the Deity tp themfelves under fuch a ter- 
rible afpeft j Is God the tyrant of his creatures ? 
And does he not rather wi(h them to be as happy 
as it is poiEble for them to be ? That God, who has 
placed me in a world adorned with fo many beau* 
ties, and who has formed me fo as to be continually 
fufceptible of impreffion from them, can he wiih me 
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to behold them with infenfibility, and forbid me in 
this world every pleafing fenfation ? Whataftrange 
contradi&ion ! But religion, it will be faid,. forbids 
many pleafures. I allow it ; but what are thefe 
pleaAires ? None t^f thofe which are found to be 
compatible with the peace of our minds, and the 
conftitution of our bodies, the happinefs of fociety, 
and our eternal felicity. Let man confider himfelf 
as a creature endowed with an immortal fpirit, who, 
placed on earth, proceeds and advances rapidly to- 
wards another world, towards a perfect happinefs, 
which will never end ; and then let him decide whe- 
ther religion embitters, or fweetens, our prefent ex- 
iftence. Impurity, gluttony, envy, avarice, ven- 
geance, and pride, are paflions which religion con- 
demns ; and I own thefe vices are fometimes pro- 
dudive of pleafure. But we muft be very weak, or 
much blinded by our propenfities, not to fee that 
the evils they occafion, fopner or later, are infinite-* 
ly greater than the fleeting fatisfaftions they procure. 
Can it be faid that religion deprives us of true plea- 
fure^ when, ihe fubjugates or direds uneafy and 
violent defires, which grow in proportion to the 
gratification allowed them ? It forbids impurity, and 
allows the enjoyment of virtuous love ; is this an 
auftere religion ? forbids avarice, and teaches us to 
love earthly goods only in as much as they ferve to 
make this tranfient life more agreeable : Is this a^ 
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fevere doSrine ? It will not allow us to make our 
chief glory confift merely in the praifes and appro- 
bation of mortals, who are as weak and ihort*fight- 
cd as ourfelves ; but it leads us to afpire after peace 
of confcience, the approbation of thofe immortal 
fpiritsfwho, cloathed with juftice and holinefs, fur- 
round the throne of the Moft High ; to the favour 
of Jefus Chrift, who is perfe6Hon itfelf, and who 
alone can judge of it ; in a word, to that celeftial 
glory, which God alOTie beftows ; . and thus teaches 
us to feek felicity in virtue, and not in frivolous or 
perilhable advantages. Can fuch a religion be ac- 
cufed of feverity ? Lord open our eyes to the won- 
ders of thy law, and make us comprehend that, if 
thou prefcribeft virtue, it is to make us happy ; suid 
becaufe, without it, even thyfelf. Almighty Power ! 
thou thyfelf wouldft ceafe to be God. 

All things well confidered, the pleafures of 
which religion deprives us, are nothing in compari- 
fon of thofe of which it is the fource. It not only 
delights the underftanding by its beauty, but touches 
and moves the foul ; and, by thefe means, becomes 
capable of attrading all men under its domtnioii, 
becaufe there is no one who is not able tp feel its 
efficacy, and tafte that peace which it infufes into 
the heart. All things well confidered, the efforts 
and ftruggles exaded by virtue, are nothing in 
comparifon of the mifery and torment which are the* 
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confequences of vice. It is painful, I allow, to &• 
crifice our dearefl inclinations ; but do we offer this 
facrifice to vittue as vile flaves obey a tyrannical 
matter^ or is it an exchange of fome frivolous and 
tranfient pleafures, in confideration of obtaining im- 
mutable and infinite advantages ? Can we after this 
think ourfelves to be pitied, for fubmitting our 
hearts to the laws of religion ? Is it not rather a 
heart fan^tified by it, which is beft fitted to tafte all 
the pkafures of life, becaufe it is then fecure of one 
day, poffeffing thofe of eternity ? What I is the li- 
berty of living an irregular life fo great a good, 
-when at the review of his diforderly conduft, the 
finner, fhuddering, fays to himfelf that perhaps he 
may be eternally miferable, that he expofes himfelf 
to the vengeance of a God, who would ceafe to be 
God, if he were not infinite in juftice, as well as in 
mercy, and who has declared to mankind, that it is 
impoflible for him to make thofe happy who rebd 
againft him? Pleafures which make us look to 
death with terror, are difavowed by reafon, and thefe 
arc the only ones, from which we are debarred by 
religion. In fhort, aft^ having made our lives 
Tweet and peaceful, relij^on makes our death eafy, 
and even deflrable. We are all deftined to die, we 
tremble at the fatal blow, which may happen from 
one moment to another ; and fhall we refiife to at- 
tach ourfelves to a religion, which fweetens the bit* 
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ternefs of death, and aflifts us to obtain Heaven ? 
Every thing muft be eafy and fupportable to him 
who fears not death. If religion elevate us to a 
d^ee of heroifm to which neither nature, art, nor 
j^Iofophy can raife us, can we view it without the 
profbundefl: refpe£i:, and without devoting to it that 
attention, that care, and thofe efforts which are due 
to the only means we have of becoming conftantly 
happy ? I cannot believe it, and am rather perfua- 
ded that moft men are unacquainted with religicm, 
and that they are fo becaufe they do not wifli to 
know it. 
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ON THE 



EXCELLENCY AND ADVANTAGES 



OF 



DEVOTION. 



jMany people defpife devotion to fuch a degree, 
as to confider it merely as the portion of thofe in- 
fignificant Touls, whofe intelligence is very weak 
and confined. It is, however, certain, that a want 
of devotion betrays precifely a foul of this order, 
and that wherever it is found, a noble and feeling 
heart may be fuppofed to exift. To prove this it 
will be fufEcient to examine the nature of devotion, 
and the fources from whence it derives its influence 
over the minds and condu£k of men. 

Without a juft idea of God, and his infinite per- 
fections, there can be no true devotion, fince a live- 
ly fentiment of the greatnefs and goodnefs of the 
Supreme Being, conftitutes its efience. It is devo* 
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tion which often recals to our memory, and de^ly 
impreffes on our mind, the idea of the attribute*, 
the works, the mercies, and the laws of God, fuch 
as they are difcovered to us by nature, and reveiar 
tion. It is devotion which awakens in our hearts fen- 
timents of refped, love, confidence^ and gratitude, 
of the humility,' and iubmiffion which accompany 
thefe ideas, when they are frequently and in a lively 
nfianner prefent to us, and that we meditate on them 
attentively. For it is not fuiEcient to produce true 
devotion, that we even employ our thoughts cm God 
.frequently. If mere curiofity, or the mere obliga* 
tion we are under of fulfilling the duties of our 
fituation, fixes the mind on religious ideas, without 
the heart bemg more engaged in them, than it 
would be on indifferent obje&s, we are as iar from 
piety as thofe hypocrites who from human motives 
adopt its ^pearance, without being animated with 
its fpirit. 

But devotion requires not only that our ideaa 
concerning God and Religion fliould be lively, it 
alfo requires, they fhould be juft. When truth does 
not enlighten our underftandings, the affeftions of 
our hearts cannot be real and fincere. To flat- 
ter Qprfelves that we experience certain pious emo- 
tions without a juft and clear idea of God, fuch aa 
become his nature, is to poffefs an imaginary devo-^ 
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lion, a facred hypocrify, or it is the pious error of 
a weak mind ; neither are we animated by the fpirit 
of devotion, but by a fanatical ardour, when we 
view God and his attributes in a falfe light, and by 
this excite in our minds unworthy ideas of the Su- 
preme Being and his auguft perfedions. To whom 
then does the glorious title of a pious man belong ? 
To him only who confiders the divinity, fuch as rea- 
fon and revelation exhibit it to us, who in retire- 
ment, filence, and recoUedion, calls up his powers 
and feeks in the holy fcriptures, or in fcone other 
pions writing, or in his own meditations, the remem- 
brance of God, of his perfedions, of his works, of 
his mercies, and of his laws ; who frequently, em* 
ploys his mind on thefe ideas, and always in the 
noble and pious intention of awakening in his foul 
thofe fentiments to which they are fo well fitted to 
give birth. To attain this end, he is notfatisfied 
with confidering the objefts of religion in a general 
point of view, but he applies them to himfelf^ and 
examines what relation they bear to him in particu* 
lar ; and gives himfelf up with joy to the impref- 
fions they excite in his foul the moment they arife. 
It is then that he elevates a heart to God, entirely 
filled with the idea of him, that he engages Ih a 
kind of difcourfe, in an intimate conne&ion with the 
Supreme Being, and prefents to him at one time the 
homage of praife and adoration, at another a hymn 
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of gratitude; or, in the language of a fon who lays 
his wants before his father, ufes the expreffion$ of 
an humble repentance, and the promife to continue 
faithful to him for erer. In a word, he not only 
thinks of God, but feeks him, converfes with him, 
and unveils his whole foul in his auguft prefencc. 

JLet me aft: now, what is there of weak or tri- 
fling in fuch a^ts of the mind i Is it the obje& they 
have in view ? But what is greater than God, than 
that infinite Being, who poffeffes in the higheft de- 
gree, all that is fublime, all that is good, all that is 
worthy of admiration and love. He who is the 
fouFc£ of pdrfeftion, the creator and mafter of na- 
ture, the i^ hnighty ; he to whom we owe exiftence 
and Ufe, and on whom depends our happinefs or 
mifery. This is the God we contemplate when ani« 
mated by devotion, this is the God we adore in that 
fplendour of glory and goodnefs, which reafon and 
the more brilliant light of revelation fet before us. 

We refleflt on the wonders he has performed in 
our favour, on the admirable manner in which he 
has formed us, on his paternal care which preferves 
and protefts us ; we feel that each moment of our 
€3aftence is his gift, and that to become happy, we 
canf do nothing better than to learn and fulfil his 
laws, fince his will is nothing but wifdom, goodnefs 
and a defire to bring us to happinefs. We refled 
that each ad of difbbedience to bis laws, is an out- 
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rage, a rebellion againft him ; we confider iiow holy 
he is, what Tinners we are in his fight, how greatly 
our nature is corrupted, and what ineffable love he 
has ihewn us in redeeming us by his fon. To oc- 
cupy our minds often with fuch ideas, to think of 
them with fenfibility, to meditate on them with at- 
tention, is this the employment of a feeble mind? 
.No, he who thinks the knowledge of God a trifling 
fdence, and our endeavours to improve in it a weak- 
nefs, would be more than unwife, he would affimi- 
late himfelf to the brutes. We cannot be virtuous 
without the knowledge of God ; this is a truth as 
clear as that we cannot fee light, when we are de- 
prived of the organs neceffary to perceive it. What 
thai can be more unreafonable, than to prefer a 
thoufand frivolous kinds of knowledge, which ferve 
only to fatisfy a vain curiofity, to the knowledge of 
God and of his will ? Surely, we muft be void of 
reafon, not to know how to appreciate the intrinlic 
worth of things, to confider a trifle as a treafure, 
and to count for nothing, what every wife man 
would confider as his befl: treafure. What fliould 
we fay of one who fliould prefer the pofleflion of a 
flower, whole beauty fades in a few hours, to the 
poffcffion of the whole world ? Do thofe a£t: more 
wifely, who rather defire to infl;ru£): themfelves ,iXk 
the means of pleafing men, than to learn by what 
means they can acquire the divine approbatioa [ 



Digitized by 



Google 



2l6 

Devotion required that our £siifes ikould be de* 
tached from outward objeSs, that our minds flioukl 
^ compofed, that our paffions ihould be filent, 
that our fouls ihould be elevated above things vifibkr 
In order to this we muft, gain a power over otii^- 
felves, a love for truth, an attentive mind, and a 
lively imagination. Why then fhould we entertain 
an idea, that devotion is generally the portion of 
weak minds ? We do not call that perfon guilty of 
weaknefs who, in order to acquit himfelf well in 
his employment, refiefts frequently on what is requi- 
fite to his fo doing, who facrifices his pleafures, in 
order to imprefs more flrongly on his mind, the im- 
portance of his vocation, and to meafure the full ex- 
tent of the dudes it impofes. How comes it then 
that that man fhould be looked upon as weak who, 
being a Chriflian, meditates attentively qn the gran- 
deur of his deftination and the duties it requires of 
him? « 

. One of the principal duties of devotion is the ex- 
amination of our own hearth No one can adore 
God m fpirit and in truth, iikiplore his forgivenefs 
of his faults, entreat his affiftance with ardour, truft 
in the merits of the Redeemer, and tranquiKfe bis 
confcience by faith^ without applying to himfelf the 
divine precepts, without examining the various de- 
viations from duty of which he has been guilty. 
But to feardh into that heart with fincerity which 
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naturally mclined to pride ihuns all fcrudny, to pe- 
netrate into its moft fecret recefles, and judge its 
propenfities at the tribunal of confcience and revela- 
tion, furely this is not the effort of a feeble mind ? 
What does the chriftian do when he examines him- 
felf in his hours of devotion ? He unveils his heart 
in the prefence of the omnifcient Being j he ac- 
knowledges his errors for what they are ; and not- 
withftanding the refiftauce made by his heart, he 
has the courage to confider a bad adion in its ori-^ 
gin and its confequences, to weigh all its attending 
circumftan^es, and thus to determine in what degree 
it is criminal. He ftrives to expiate by his regret 
every impure thought, to condemn every excels in 
inclinations otherwife allowable, and to view his vici- 
ous propepfities, (propenfities fo dear to nature) as 
the fhame and difeafe of the foul. Is this the occu- 
pation of the feeble minded ? And when he purfues 
this examination, and that, in the prefence of God, 
he cafts his eyes on the good he has done or wifh- 
ed to do, that he recalls to mind a laudable defign, 
a noble facrifice to virtue, or an aft of compaffion 
and of charity, and that he enjoys thefe recollec- 
tions with a fentiment of gratitude to God ; when 
feeling the value of his virtues and recounting to 
himfelf the progrefs he has made in well doing, he 
is careful at the fame time to reprefs every emotion 
of pride, to keep his heart humble towar^is God 
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and man, to deplore his weaknefs and imperfec!' 
tions, to defire continually to grow better, to regret 
iincerely not having done enough for God; are 
thefe the fentiments and the efibrts of a common 
foul ? And v/hat fliall \^e call greatnefe of mind, if 
fuch difpofitions are called bafe and mean ? 

To acquire the knowledge of all that is gr^t and 
noble in devotion, let us confider it in its views and its 
eJSed:s. It feems no lefs a purpofe than to make us 
grow in wifdom, in virtue, in faith j and in charity ; 
to augment our zeal for virtue and our horror fdr 
vice. Devotion awakens our truft in God, raifes our ^ 
courage in danger, fecures confolations to us m 
misfortunes, teaches us moderation in profperity, 
and confirms us in an entire fubmiliion to all the 
decrees of providence. Thus devotion makes the 
Chriftian more prudent, more wife, more ufeftil to 
fociety. It improves him in the exercife of all his 
duties; infpires him with Hrength and vigilance in 
all the occurrences of life. Above all it draws us 
near to God, accufloms our minds to dwell dn the 
world to come ; enables us to triumph over death, 
by the hope of a heavenly feKdty, and ralfii^ 
us by the fublime idea of our redemption, above the 
fphere of terreftial objefts, makes us even here be« 
low citizens of heaven. Can the man who gives 
his mind to an occupation from which he reaps fiidi 
great advantages be faid to difcover an inferior un- 
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deiftaoding ? Since when ha$ the endeavour after 
ha{q>mrfs, and particularly after the bappinefs of 
our fouls, ceafed to be an important objed i Wh» 
a h^o called upon to defend hi$ country, employs 
every means of inflabming his courage, and calls forth 
all his powers to refift or weaken the enemy j if he 
i$ calm in the moment of danger, if even his fisiults 
ferve hiipi as leflbns, and tha.t thus he.niakes ufe of 
every means to fave his country, fliall his piaifes be 
celebrated and his name revered f and (hall the 
Cbriftian, who has his eternal happinefs, his celeftial 
country in view, and who applies with the fame zeal 
and vigilance to improve himfelf and his fellow, crea- 
tures in fauth and virtue^ fball the Chriftian be ex- 
pofed to contempt ? To, have re<jeived intelligence, 
Uberty, confcience> and revelation, and appear in- 
fenfible to the true mterefts of our fouls, to prefer 
wordly honour, perifhabk riches, and fenfual plea- 
fur<is,. to the approbation of God, to a treafure of 
good works, to peace of mind, and to the expeda- 
tion of an everlaAing felicity, is to be as fooliih as 
that monarch would be, who, called upon to govern 
a numerous people, and endowed with the necef- 
(ary qualities, for fUIing this glocious vocation, would 
think it more noble to acquire ikill in a trifling 
gaii^e, than to labour in procuring the happinefs of 
mankind* 
As to thofe who call in queflion the hap(^ effects 



Digitized by 



Google 



iJ20 

of devotion which I have defcribed, I muft defire 
them to confider the nature of our foals, and the 
nature of devotion. Rrft of all we muft beware of 
believing that our being pious and devout can be 
any advantage to God ; that when we occupy our- 
felves in refleding on him, on his will, on his works, 
we do him any real fervicc; that like the great 
ones of this world, it is glorious for him that we 
fliduld teftify our refped and our love towards him, 
that we fliould exprefs our regret at having offen- 
ded him, and our defire of conforming ourfelves in 
future to the laws he has given us, God is not 
Kke man ; he fees our thoughts from far, he reads 
what was in the hearts of all men, before he called 
one into e^iftence. He has no need of our homage 
and refpeft, as the monarchs of the earth have of 
that of their fubjefts. The facrifice of our prayers, 
our hymns, our moft religious meditations contribute 
nothing more to his felicity, than thoufands of burnt 
offerings, and the moft fuperb temples. Reafon, 
however, tells us, that we owe to God the homage 
of our hearts, and himfelf in his holy word pre- 
fcribes prayer and devotion as our indifpenfable duty. 
Why this ? Not only becaufe devotion and prayer 
are perfeftly faited to the relation in which we ftand 
to God, as his creatures, and his children, but alfo, 
and ftill more, becaufe our Heavenly Father, who al- 
ways intends our happinefs in the duties he impofes 
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en us, fees that devotion and prayer are excellent 
means for making us wifer and more virtuous. 
. When we frequently and folemnly prefent our- 
felves before God, when we meditate on the holy 
and fublime truths of Religion, and banifhing from 
our minds all earthly thoughts, we employ them 
wholly on thofe advantages which will accompany 
us in the world to come, when we refled on the 
love with which God honours us, and on the tender 
cares of that good Providence who daily provides 
for our wants, who watches with parental care over 
all his creatures and over us individually^ When 
we frequently recall to oar minds, his omnificience, 
his infinite power, and the perfe&ion of his hoUnefs^ 
when not only we meditate on this great Being, and 
on his adorable perfedions, but alfo that we exprefs 
our thoughts to him, that we fpeak to him, and con- 
verfe with him ; then, not only do we improve in the 
knowledge. of God, but it becomes more lively and 
powerful in our hearts, in proportion as its objefi: is 
more prefent to us, by the indmate communion of 
our fouls with him. His perfe&ions incite us to 
virtue; our refped. our love, our gratitude, and 
our triift increafe in degree. Would it be polfible 
that a Chriftian, who frequently refleds devoutly 
on the ialvation acquired for him by the blood of 
the Son of God, who meditates refpedfuUy on the 
divine majefty of the Redeemer, and on the vo- 



Digitized by 



Google 



luntary huimliation to which he reduced himfelf to 
make us eternally happy, would it be poiBble for 
fuck a Chriftian not to oHiceive a fovemgn horror 
for fin, of which Jefus Chrift underwent the puni&* 
ment ; and. couljd he do otherwife than feel bis heart 
enfiamed with a holy love for his Saviour, or help 
formkig the noble defire of pradifmg thoie virtues 
which* the doctrine of the Son of God, his example, 
bis life, and his death, teach and command us to 
perform ? When in our hours of devotion,, we re^ 
colle£l: the threats and {»:omifes of the Lord, will 
not this recolle£tion animate our endeavours to be^i 
come holy as God is holy ? Will not the examinar 
tion we make in the prefence of God, of our heart 
and of our coftduit, the fenfe and avowal of our 
daily faults, lead us to be more vigilant over our-r 
fehres, to corted the fsmlts with which we repxpach 
ourfelws^ to refill temptations more effeduallyi and 
to implore the affiftance of divii:^ grace with morei 
humility and ardour ? 

When the. Chriftito begins his day faying to him* 
felf with an endre ccmvidion ; God exifts, God go* 
vems the world, all things are fubjed to him, there 
exifts no creature however fmall, however weak, it 
may be, who is not under his eyes, and vuider his 
condud; he has counted even the hairs of our heads, 
and all things concur to the good of thofe who 
love hioi} thde thoughts in which his mind has 
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been engaged in the morning, will frequently recur 
in the courfe of the day, they will ftrengthen him 
in the dangers to which he onay be expofed, confole 
him in thofe adverfities which may overtake him, 
make him more firm, more patient^ preferve h|m 
from melancholy and defpair, or at leaft enable him 
Jo overcome them. 

When in my hours of retirement, I return God 
thanks for all the temporal bleffings I hold from 
him, and for the eternal felicity he defigns me ; 
or, which is the fame thing, when recoile£Ung his 
mercies, I feel my happinefs and my unworthi- 
nefs, will hot this fentiment become the founda- 
tion of a profound humility, and a fincere obedi- 
ence ? Wh€»i on examining myfelf under the eye of 
God, I am obliged to acknowledge that I have in- 
dulged an evil thought, or entertained and fomented 
an inclination which is diipleafing to God, will not 
this humiliating confeflion produce true repentance, 
repentance a pious and firm refoluticm, and refolu- 
tion a real amendment ? And when I again examine 
myfelf, can I with confidence prefent myfelf before 
God, if my preceding examination b^s beea un- 
fruitful, if I difcover in mylelf no change for the 
better, and if I always appear before my Heavenly 
Father guilty of the fame faults? 

When in thefe moments of devotion we contem- 
plate God in all his greatnefs and ourfelves in our 
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nothingnefs^ and that our^ very prayers are a con- 
feffion of our unworthinefs^ of our impoteace, and 
of our wants, it will be difficult for pride to tind 
room in a mind employed in fuch thoughts as 
thefe. If at this moment the Chriftian recoUeds 
that his brother has been created, redeemed and pre- 
ferved by the fame God as himfelf, that both owe 
unmerited gifts to the fame benefa&or, will he be 
tempted to defpife this brother, who has received 
fewer gifts than he has obtained, and will he refufe 
to fupport and aifift him ? He who renews and for* 
tifies the love of God in his heart, awakens in it at 
the fame time the love of his neighbour. He dif* 
pofes himfelf to adopt a fpirit of gentlenefs and mo- 
defty, as well as to exercife the duties of compai&on 
and benevolence. But if devotion is the path of wis- 
dom, and a means of making prefent and efficacious 
to our minds the fublime truths of religion, of en- 
creafing our convidion of our duties, of inftruding 
us more fully in the ftate of our heart, in a word 
of eftablifhing us in the love and fear of God, it is 
then an infallible means of promoting our peace of 
mind and leading us to eternal happinefs ; the habi- 
tual ufe of which, fuch as I have defcribed it, will 
ever be the diftinguifliing mark of an elevated foul, 
fully enlightened as to its true interefts, whtlft the 
contempt and negled of this falutary pra^e, difco- 
ver a bafe foul, entirely devoted to fenfual obje£h. 
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I ihall add to thefe refleftions fome remarks on 
the time we ought to confecrate to devotion, and on 
the mani^r of fulfilling its duties. The holy fcrip- 
ture does not determine the number of hours we 
ou^t to employ in it. But when it exhorts us, to 
pray without ceafingj it is plain that our a£ts of devo- 
tion ihould be frequent. I ovtrn that God has not 
placed us in this world to pafs our Uves in retire*- 
ment and meditation. It is certainly his will that 
we fhould fpend a confiderable portion of our time in 
providing for the neceflities and conveniences of 
life, and he has prefented to us a multitude of duties, 
as well with regard to our neighbours as with regard 
to ourfelves; in a word he commands us to labour 
ad well as to pray. His intention cannot therefore 
be, that we ihould attend to the exercifes of devo- 
tion fo as to injure our temporal affairs. 

The mother of a family who is called to fuperin* 
tend her houfe, to educate her children, to foften 
the fatigues her hufband may be expofed to in his 
vocation, and who, however, thinks herfelf obliged 
to confecrate the greateft part of the day to devotion, 
is ill inftru&ed in her duty, imprefled with falfe no* 
tions of piety, and even liable to deftroy its end and 
utility. She fliould be pious the better to perform 
her duties of wife and mother, and, by a ftrange er- 
ror, flie becomes a bad wife and a bad mother, in 
ord^ to perform the duties of devotion. The ftatef- 
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man, who at the moment he i$ wanted by his coun- 
try, thinks he ought to refufe it his attention, bec^ufe 
he has not yet perfbrmed his devotions, would be as 
much miftsdeen as ta the nature of piety, as the phy-^ 
fician would be, who, under pretence of confecrating 
his early hours to God, fliould negleft to iave the 
life of a fick perfon. It is however, inconteftable^ 
that thofe whom God hath placed in different dr- 
cumftances, whofe vocations are lefs laborious, and 
whofe bnfinefs is lefs prefling, are for this reafon cal- 
led upon to devote a more confidetable fbare of their 
time to pious exercifes. But however this is^ no 
life is fo fully occupied, as not to allow, if not hours, 
at leaf): fome moments 6f retirement during the day, 
or during the calm iilence of night. 

In general, it is neither the length or brevity of 
our devotional ^Gts which conftitutes their merit. 
Our Saviour has prohibited long prayers, but not 
without exception. He himfelf in certain drcum-* 
ftandes, perfevered for a length %f time in this holy 
exefdfe. I think, therefore, that it would be a bad 
fign if we never gave more than fhort moments to 
the exercifes of devotion. Should we not find means 
to curtail fomething from the hours we dedicate to 
our pleafures, or to paying or receiving ufelefs vifits^ 
if the value of time and devotion were better fjiown 
to us ? No one can dipute, that the beneficence of 
him who foregoes an innocent pleafure, to enable 
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himfelf to affift an unfortunate perfon, furpafles in li- 
berality him who i$ fatisfied with giving up fcmiething 
to the poor out of his fuperfluity. Would it not 
alfo be more laudable to ileal an hour from our 
amufements, and to fandify it by pious meditaticms ? 
As we are not always equally difpofed to eleVate 
our thoughts to God, we are not neceflarily obliged 
to fix certain hours for the performance of our d&- 
votions* However, as we fhould foon negled.to re- 
new them, if we were abfolutely without rules on 
this fubjed, it is proper at leaft to prefcribe fome to 
ourfelves. In my opinion the opening of the day, 
and the filence of the night particularly invite us to 
this occupation* The paflage from that ftate in 
which the fenfe of our exiftence is fufpended, the 
paflage from fleeping to waking, is to us a kind of 
refurreftion ; it is very natural that after having taf- 
ted the fweets of repofe, the fentiment of our return- 
ing ilrength, and the majeftic fpedack of the fun 
who comes to revive all nature;, fhould awaken in 
our fouls the refped and love we owe to our Maker. 
In the fame mani^i the termination of the day, 
the recoUeftion of the favours we have received, of 
the dangers we have efcaped, of the faults we have 
committed, or of the good we have done, will eafily 
excite in a feeling heart impreilions of gratitude, re- 
pentance, and truft in God ; and the continual want 
we have of his proteftion wijl be deeply felt, at the 
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approach of that ftftte which leaves us defencele& 
May we not alfo in the courfe of the day find certain 
moments to confecrate to devotion, if we give our- 
felves lefs up to cares and ufelefs occupations, if we 
wei-e lefs under the influence of fafliion and vanity, 
and that we had the courage to defpife certam tvieB 
of pretended propriety^ which frequently ferve only 
to wafte time ? To take a view of the ftate of our 
heart, to meditate on the great truths of Region, 
would it not be a more noble mode of employing our 
leifure moments, than fpending them in trifles, in 
dreams of fortune, or in liftening to frivolous news ? 

Perhaps we do not fufficiently accuftom ourfdves 
to acquire a tafte for pious exercifes, and frequently 
it is from a want of eiideavour, and not from real 
want of powers, that we are incapable of devotion. 

Sometimes when defirous of employing ourfelves in 
fome labour of thought, we experience a kind of laor 
guor which takes from us all hope of fuccefs j wc 
try, however, and Ve often find that we have never 
laboured more fuccefsfully. Why not make the fame 
trial with regard to devotion ; . how do we know 
whether it will not be fuccefsful ? And, after all, are 
we not at liberty to fufpend our exerdfes of piety, if 
after having fincerely endeavoured, we feel that we 
have no power over our thoughts ? To begin our de- 
votions without preparation, without previous recoK 
UGdoriy and when we are worn out by labours, and 
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have juit quitted^ or chagrined by the bad fuccefs of 
an afiair in which we are interefted, is the way to ac* 
quit ourfelves of this duty very improperly. Not to 
continue our ad of prayer in fome fort, during the 
courfe of the day, by a conitant application to prac- 
life the good refolutions we have formed, is the way 
to make devotion a heavy and formidable burthen. 
He who does not Men to the holy word with a re- 
ligious attention, who does not keep it in an upright 
and well difpofed heart, muft not exped that devo- 
tion will make him more pious and more wife, for his 
is not a true devotion, but merely a ihadow. Why 
are the prayers of the wickfed rejeded by God ? Be- 
caufe they have no ferious defire to obtain the fpiri- 
tual bleffings they implore. How can we believe that 
God will blefs our religious a£ts, whiUl hi fees that 
we do not even wifh our prayers to be granted, and 
that we approach him reludantly, as the flave ap- 
proaches his mafter, with a fecret wifh to efcape fpeed2- 
ly from a burthenfome employment. 

We are tempted to view devotion in the light of a 
meritorious work, when we pcrfuade ourfelves that it 
J i agreeable to God, inafmuch as it contributes to his 
>lory . But let us neverconfider it otherwife than as a 
iuty, and a duty impofed on us by God for our own 
advantage ; let us always remember that he is God, 
md that he will ad as God, independently of our 
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prayers^ though he requires our homage and adora- 
tion. Finally, if all our offerings are of no value b^- 
fore the Supreme Being, but inafmuch as they are 
accompanied with a fincere faith in the merits and in- 
terceffion of Jefus Chrift, which alone can make us 
^nd our prayers acceptable to him, it is eafy to con* 
elude that our devotion, if not fan&ified by faith in 
the Redeemer, is no more in the fight of the moft High, 
than the harmonious founds which are re-echoed in 
our temples; for he is not like men, who are prevailed 
oh by vows, petitions, words, and founds. 

The efEcacy of devotion does not depend either on 
the multitude of prayers, nor on the nun^ber of thofe 
who addrefs them, but on a hope founded on the 
mercy of God, and on his promife to hear and to par- 
don us for the fake of Chrift. This confidence mufl 
be the foul of devotion, as well as of all our Chriftian 
profeflion. 
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